
Reviving the negotiation function of the WTO
!"#$%&'()*"'+,-./,!("&'%0)

Robert Wolfe
Queen’s Institute on Trade Policy

November 19, 2021

1



1-+"213"/&".%'"4+!4")+'"#56'"0+7%0$"/&".++4+4*

!" #$%&'$(&%)*+%,*-.(/0&11+%20*-'&11*3$(4*56.'*%$'*3011*0%$.)78
9" :&-;.'0-*-'&11*60&%)*7+%,10,*56.'*+;;0+1-*+(0*;($610<+'&28
=" #+%>*%0)$'&+'&$%-*.%,0(*3+>*56.'*-1$$$$3



8%..+,'/%."'%"'-+"'0!4+"/.&'/'6'+

D A-*(0/&/&%)*'70*%0)$'&+'&$%*C.%2'&$%*$C*'70*E?F*&<;$('+%'*C$(*G+%+,+H
I #&%&-'0(*J)*'7&%4-*-$K-70*3+-*&%*L0%0/+*1+-'*3004

D E7+'*&--.0-*&%*>$.(*3$(4*require ;($)(0--*&%*%0)$'&+'&$%-H*
D E70(0*60-'*2+%*30*2$11+6$(+'0*3&'7*'70*M<0(&2+%-*$%*%03*(.10-H

3



8!9+!':"0+9/9!(".%'"$+0+()"!5%6'"/.&'/'6'/%.!("4+&/;."

D J$'7&%)*3&11*7+;;0%*&%*E?F*.%10--*G7&%+@*NO*+%,*O"P"*3+%'*&'*'$
I #$-'*1&401>*10+,0(-
I Q&))0-'*<+(40'-R*0+27*%00,0,*'$*(0+27*2(&'&2+1*<+--*$%*<$-'*'7&%)-

D P0(&$.-*,$<0-'&2*;$1&'&2+1*2$%-'(+&%'-
I S3$(40(*20%'(&2&'>T*&%*O"P"
I 2$%,&'&$%&%)*'(+,0*$%*/+1.0-*&%*NO
I (0-&-'+%20*'$*0U'0(%+1*S;(0--.(0T*&%*G7&%+

D M(0*%03*'(+,0*+)(00<0%'-*C0+-&610*0/0%*&C*-;&11$/0(-*+(0*-&)%&C&2+%'H

4



<'%0)"-!&"&+9+."=!0'&

!" ?70*6+24*-'$(>R*7$3*,$*30*4%$3*(0/&/+1*&-*%00,0,H
9" A%'0(%+1*'(+%-;+(0%2>
=" P&%)10*.%,0('+4&%)*&-*V0--0%'&+1W*V+%*$6-'+210W
X" Y1.(&1+'0(+1*+1'0(%+'&/0-
Z" [0)+1*6+-&-*C$(*;1.(&1+'0(+1*%0)$'&+'&$%-*
\" E7+'*%0U'H
]" Y$-'-2(&;'R*A'B-*%$'*+11*+6$.'*L0%0/+*

5





1-+"0/&+"!.4"4+,(/.+"%7"'-+"F%-!"G%6.4

9^^=R*#GZ*G+%2.%*C+&1-
9^^Z*#G\*_$%)*`$%)*(03(&'0-*'70*<+%,+'0

2008 Geneva “July ministerial” fails; Doha Round on life support
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India's Environment Minister Bhupender
Yadav, who got away with a last-minute 
demand on coal at COP 26 because of 
consensus. (With Chinese support)
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General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994

GATT Schedules of some Members include Information Technology Agreement
Agreement on Agriculture, and 10 other Uruguay Round agreements
Trade Facilitation Agreement

!""#$%&8'%7.2./-*%!0/..1.2+%42%5/-6.%,2%9./:,;.3
GATS Schedules of some Members include additional commitments on Trade in 
Basic Telecommunications Services

!""#$%<'%=*)/,*-+./-*%5/-6.%!0/..1.2+3
Agreement on Trade in Civil Aircraft
Agreement on Government Procurement
International Dairy Agreement
International Bovine Meat Agreement
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For more, see Hoekman and Sabel, (2021) 'Plurilateral Cooperation as an Alternative to Trade 
Agreements: Innovating One Domain at a Time,' Global Policy 12:S3 49-60.
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• MC12 will not be a single undertaking, unless Members hold one aspect 
hostage for others
– What will be said about COVID-19?

• TRIPS/vaccines nowhere
– Fisheries subsidies an existential necessity

• wide gaps remain
– Agriculture overriding priority for many developing countries

• cacophony of cans being kicked down the road?
– Progress on JSIs essential for the future
– Other joint statements commit only to new work programs

• For more see Ungphakorn and Wolfe The WTO is regularly in crisis, but this time could be 
different (latest update Nov 14)
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