
RETHINKING TRADE IN 
MEDICINES AND 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES
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Facemasks1'0+&." &,'2&**$,3'$45/%3$%'"3'678'

Ventilators1'9/%$'3+".'7:8'$45/%3$;'2<'='>/).3%&$,'
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EXPORTING COUNTRY PERCENT MEDICAL PRODUCTS 
TO THE WORLD

Germany 14

US 12

Switzerland 9

Canada (17th on the list )



6



!56%><659!79:%5;%<7=>?@A%695=B?!:%CDEFGH

• ;<=$>?@$('(/0$5'"0.$*-&'"()$'7$-#.*+/0$3''.)
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CANADA’S IMPORTS OF FACE 
MASKS FROM:

2019 2020

US 53% 3.3%

CHINA 26.4% 90.7%
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OTTAWA — Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said Friday it would be a 
"mistake" for the U.S. to limit exports of 
medical supplies to Canada in the midst 
of the coronavirus pandemic.



ARE EXPORT RESTRICTIONS ON MEDICAL SUPPLIES LEGAL?
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Article XI!"GATT 1994
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• No prohibitions or restrictions
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Article XI* GATT 1994

General Elimination of Quantitative Restrictions

1. No prohibitions or restrictions other than duties, taxes or other charges, whether made
effective through quotas, import or export licences or other measures, shall be instituted or
maintained by any contracting party on the importation of any product of the territory of
any other contracting party or on the exportation or sale for export of any product destined
for the territory of any other contracting party.

territory of
territory of
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“Necessary”: a weighing and balancing exercise:

D@ ,'5.%$(7+#&.*&$"#&"#(6$"&.9B#+$,-#&5/%2/#)
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Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed
(b) to prevent any contracting party from taking any action which it considers necessary for 
the protection of its essential security interests

(iii) taken in time of war or other emergency in international relations

•





DO WE NEED NEW RULES?
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• Medicines R&9/"-/+#1(*+/0)T$
• Medical supplies (+',)1-/G0#)$7'"$9')&*(/0$1)#$*,+01.*,3$/0+'9'08$)B"*,3#)8$3/1^#T$
• Medical equipment /,.$(#+9,'0'3B$R-*+"')+'&#)8$H#,(*0/('")T$
• Personal protective products R9/,.$)'/&8$)/,*(*^#"8$7/+#$-/):)8$&"'(#+(*H#$)&#+(/+0#)T$
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• eY$W#-G#")$/&&0B$.1(B$'7$-'"#$(9/,$>Z@
• a'-*,*+/=$ZQ$@
• J3B&($ZDEe@$

("



!@9>;;:%5I%679:5I@A%695!7?!>M7%695=B?!:

• V(+#&'(2W2K&(-#%(0#&J&XYDZ
• V,*$##7&A#'9#%2K&'.%#&$"(7&D[Z&
• ;9./$&DRF&.*&!NO&A#'9#%2K&D\&$.&D[Z&
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Average tariff on medical products = 4.8%

• W#.*+*,#)$RL9/"-/+#1(*+/0)T=$/H#"/3#$V$YE>@
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• W#.*+/0$#I1*&-#,($/,.$(#+9,'0'3B$R-*+"')+'&#8$H#,(*0/('"T=$/H#"/3#$V$fE[@
• L#")',/0$&"'(#+(*H#$&"'.1+()$R9/,.$)'/&8$)/,*(*^#"8$7/+#$-/):)8$&"'(#+(*H#$
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