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What we get from international organizations 
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How WTO responded in the crisis
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Fire alarms as surveillance
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Part 2 Surveillance depends on information 
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Problems begin with “notifications” 
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All COVID-19 reporting is not a “notification”
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Why do Members not respond?
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Part 3 COVID-19 monitoring
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Change in WTO 
monitoring 
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Big weakness in periodic monitoring reports: 



COVID-19 related general economic support measures 
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Part 4 Fire alarms
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How WTO fire alarms work in normal times

Firm complains to 
government

Officials read newspapers 
and review notifications 

Question posed through Enquiry 
Point (SPS, TBT, GATS)



COVID-19 came up in many bodies this fall
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Agriculture committee
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SPS committee
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Part 5 Improving police patrols
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• Nine members (including Canada) requested a dedicated discussion on trade 
measures related to COVID-19 in each meeting based on a factual report by 
the Secretariat 
– Subsidiary committees of CTG should have dedicated discussions on the 

issue. 
• Several members supported; other members noted that this would only 

duplicate existing WTO trade monitoring efforts. 
• A number expressed concern that the initiative would entail additional 

notification obligations, which they said would be a burden particularly at this 
time.
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Canada and Australia push for more
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The next challenge for trade monitoring
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Why all this matters
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