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Source: International Federation of Robotics in OECD (2018)
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Services inputs

Manufacturing firms use a 
higher number of services 

inputs
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Gains from technology-driven 

production
More efficient integration in 

GVCs

Closer proximity to clients and better 
customization of products and services

More inclusive trade – new 
opportunities for smaller players

Easier access to global 
markets

Reduced trade costs
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• Approaches do not prohibit cross-
border transfer of data nor require 
specific conditions to be fulfilled 
ex-ante BUT

• Provide for ex-post accountability 
for the data exporter if the data 
sent abroad is misused.

• e.g. firms send data but if 
something goes wrong they are 
legally accountable
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• Infrastructure and connectivity

• Electronic transactions

• Payment systems

• Intellectual property rights

•
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• …e-commerce negotiations?

• …WTO customs duty moratorium?

• …cross-border data flows?

• …services?

• …trade and tax?
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• Need new approaches to realize the potential benefits of digital trade.

• 4?")W*?(&"F$"E%&&NI The benefits of the digital transformation for trade 
are contingent on a combination of factors spanning goods, services 
and digital connectivity. 

• 4?")W*E(&&-E$"@-&NI Digital infrastructures are born global, but they 
raise key challenges in a world where regulatory differences between 
countries remain.

• 5KK&N*B%F"E*K,")E"K&-FI Transparency; non-discrimination; avoiding 
unnecessary trade restrictiveness; interoperability; technological 
neutrality.
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Access all of the 
information on trade 
from the OECD at:


