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Political and administrative institutions and processes of government decision-making play a 
fundamental role in shaping policy outcomes. This course analyzes governing institutions and the 
processes of modern government as a means of sharpening our understanding of policy formulation 
and implementation. While the course pays particular attention to the Canadian experience, American 
comparisons are used to highlight important differences in the way our institutions operate. The 
knowledge gained in this course should provide a basis for critically assessing political and 
administrative decision-making, policy outcomes, and possible reforms. 
 
A knowledgeable policy actor requires certain skills to be effective. This course is designed to help 
future policymakers and advisors acquire some of those skills. These include abilities: to lead using a 
variety of styles; to work cooperatively and effectively with one’s peers; to communicate ideas clearly 
and succinctly in professional careers; to write efficiently and persuasively; to analyze and synthesize 
material efficiently and accurately; and to succeed in a professional environment.  
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These textbooks are essential for the course and available through the bookstore. Note that the first 
one is an entirely online textbook:  
 

Tossutti, Livianna, Eric Mintz, Kathy Brock & Doreen Barrie. 2023. Canadian Politics Today: 
Democracy, Diversity, and Good Government. North York: Pearson. (most recent edition 
needed) 
 
Thomas, David M. and Christopher Sands. Canada and the United States: Differences that 
Count, fifth edition. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2023. (note this is the 5th edition) 
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Trial Tests and Quizzes in Text  (e-monitored) 20% 
Class Participation (in class and small groups)  20% 
Structured Controversies Presentations  (2 x 10) 20% 
Structured Controversies Q&A    20% 
Midterm “In-class” writing assignment   20% 
        100% 
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A variety of teaching styles and techniques are used in this course to enhance student learning. 
Please be patient if one is not to your liking since it may correspond to a learning preference of a 
colleague.  
 
Interactive Lectures and Class Discussions 
!@7//0/ will be interactive in style and will complement, not duplicate, the assigned course readings. 
Recorded lectures and short lectures will be part of the class format but only one knowledge-sharing 
tool used. Students will be encouraged to discuss current events, ask questions about the pre-
recorded lectures and short in-class lectures and to share their ideas during the plenary sessions. At 
other times, oral exercises such as discussions, small group discussions and “one-minute” cases will 
be used to cover course material and build professional analytical and communication skills. The 
purpose of this mixed class format is to clarify course material, to integrate reading and lecture 
materials and current events, to maximize shared learning, to provide students with the opportunity to 
relate the readings to the lectures and class discussions, and to help build an appreciation of 
Canadian governing institutions.  
 
“In-class” Writing Assignment 
Students will be required to write ,80'B5940.B'.0;,.4 during one class incorporating material from the 
course lectures, readings, debates and short cases/discussions in this course. The topic for the report 
will be given out at the beginning of the class during which it is written. Students will be given 60 
minutes to write the essay. Note that students with accommodations will have the additional time they 
are allotted by the Wellness office. The report must follow proper essay format: introduction with a 
topical sentence, body with substantive arguments and supporting documentation (page references 
where possible but not necessary), and a conclusion. D584: focus on the material covered to that date 
and do not discuss topics that have not yet been covered in class. 
 
Trial Tests in Text 
The Tossutti et al. text includes short tests in each chapter that assess student learning. Although 
some students may find these tests a bit tedious, they are a proven tool for enhancing learning, they 
also provide a means of rewarding students for doing their readings. As a result, students are required 
to complete the tests in the Tossutti et al. course reader. Progress on the tests will be electronically 
monitored. 



Participation 
The ;7.4535;745,8'?.790 will be based on evidence of preparation for each class, knowledge of the 



and if time permits, a follow-
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The following chart captures how course activities fit with key skills and competencies required for 
policy and government relations actors. The achievement of these skills and competencies will be 
dependent on individual engagement and motivation in the course. Students should note that the 
professor`s office hours are intended to provide students with an opportunity to improve their 



COURSE READINGS AND ACTIVITIES: 

https://www.nfb.ca/film/road_to_patriation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7RREOuBAmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4quK60FUvkY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajavsMbCapY
https://blubrry.com/ahkameyimok/archive/?pi=6
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/062.nsf/eng/h_00108.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/digital-government.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/digital-government.html


http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
/studentwellness/accessibility-services
/studentwellness/accessibility-services/ventus
/ventus-support/students/visual-guide-ventus-students
https://library.queensu.ca/help-services/copyright-fair-dealing/copyright-basics-instructors

