
 

 Get to know University Councillor Elena Christopoulos, BA’10 
 
 

 

  
 

Why did you select Queen’s University? 
 
I wanted to attend a university that had the best science curriculum in Canada so I could establish a 
solid foundation in sustainability and as a climate scientist. 

 
 

What is your most memorable moment as a student? 
 
The moment I realized I wanted a career in 

/


just doing a fabulous job might not get you ahead. Research shows that confidence makes up 79% 
of your “gravitas”. This advice is especially true for women. We need to take up more space. 

 
What’s the career highlight you’re most proud of? 
 
My career path has led me in two directions: climate science and politics, one always seemed to 
influence the other.  Accordingly, I have two highlights that I am so very proud of. 
 
My first highlight is implementing the first urban wind turbine in North America (260m) located in 
downtown Toronto, and then constructing the first urban wind turbine and energy program on a 
community college campus in Los Angeles California.  
 
My second highlight is becoming a Commissioner in the City of Santa Monica. I have worked behind 
the scenes in politics for over 20 years and never thought I 
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