
SYLLABUS 
Memory and the Brain 

PSYC 421 – F2024 (on campus) 
 
Weekly discussion times:  
Location:  
Instructor: Dr. Jeff Wammes 
Contact: jeffrey.wammes@queensu.ca  
Office hours:  
 
1.0 Land Acknowledgment 

I will begin this syllabus by acknowledging that Queen’s is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee 
territory. We are grateful to be able to live, learn and teach on these lands. By acknowledging this traditional territory, we 
recognize its history and its significance for the Indigenous Peoples who lived and continue to live, upon it. 

 
2.0 Diversity and Inclusion 
In this class, it is my goal to ensure that students have a great learning experience. For this to happen, consistent with the 
university code, offensive statements that violate university code will not be tolerated. Every student in this class must abide 
by these policies (i.e. do not make offensive statements); there will be no tolerance for any language that targets equity-
deserving groups, including but not limited to comments that are racist, homophobic, transphobic, ableist or ageist. 
The diversity of experiences that students bring to this class are a resource, strength and benefit. With this, students in 
this class are encouraged to speak up and participate during class meetings and provide perspectives from their own 
lived experiences (e.g., of minoritization or oppression). 
 
3.0 

mailto:jeffrey.wammes@queensu.ca


section) and a discussion assistant (see details in a later section) once in a semester. All other students are 
expected to participate (see details in a later section). 

• Every Thursday or Monday (by 23:59 EST), the discussion assistant will post a short (< 5min) video summary of 
the discussion (see details in a later section) of their assigned paper. If your paper was presented on Tuesday, 
yours is due on Thursday evening, and if it was presented on Friday, it is due by Monday evening. NOTE: Each 
student will fill this role only once in a semester. 

• (optional) If you feel you did not get a chance to discuss the paper or make a point that you intended to during 
the synchronous sessions, you can post a video responding to the discussion assistant’s video for the week, or 
simply providing your own thoughts. This will be considered in evaluating your participation grade. For each 
week, these will be considered if posted before the following Friday at noon EST (e.g. if the paper was presented 
on Tuesday Sep 17 or Friday Sep 20, you have until Friday Sep 27 to post). 

 
6.0 Reading Materials (see later section for full list) 

There is no textbook. Instead, you will read up to 4 papers each week related to the week’s topic (see full list in a later 
section). Links that were functional at time of posting are provided for all, but if they do not work, all of these papers 
should be searchable online using your research skills. Try Google Scholar, PubMed, plain old Google (or similar) search, 
or from the author’s laboratory website. If you have difficulty, please reach out to your peers on the discussion board on 
OnQ, which the instructor will also monitor. 

 
7.0 Assessment Summary (see below for details) 

Responses 15% 
Discussion Leader 25% 
Participation 15% 
Discussion Assistant 15% 
Final Project 30% 

 
 
8.0 Grading 

All components of this course will receive 
numerical percentage marks. The final grade 
you receive for the course will be derived by 
converting your numerical course average to 
a letter grade according to Queen’s Official 
Grade Conversion Scale:  
 

 Grade Numerical Range Grade Point 
Equivalent 

 A+ 90 - 100 4.3 

https://scholar.google.ca/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.google.com/




Some of these papers are complex! The instructor expects questions and clarifications. However, these must be 
asked well before the presentation approaches. If you are the Discussion Leader for the week, you can expect replies 
to questions within 24 hours of sending them via email. 
 

9.3 Participation [ 15% ] 
This class involves communicating with your peers. First and foremost, in line with university policy, there will be no 
tolerance for any language that targets equity-deserving groups, including but not limited to comments that are racist, 
homophobic, transphobic, ableist or ageist. Having said that, participation is very important in any seminar class, and 
even more critical with complex papers. We will need to talk through some of the details to better understand them! 
This course is meant for the sharing of ideas, and we will want to hear your perspectives. As an added bonus, 
speaking up in class makes the class more interesting and exciting!  The instructor, the discussion leader, and the 
discussion assistant will moderate, and you will be graded on the basis of your contributions to our weekly group 
meetings (and optional video discussion comments). Note that this is not a situation where you must say a certain 
number of things every class. Too often this type of requirement forces people to provide input when they would not 
otherwise. People’s interests and experiences vary, and inherently, you will find some papers more interesting and 
thought-provoking than others. You should not comment just to comment. Your engagement and posting on 
Discussions will also be considered in scoring your participation. See also, the Discussion/Participation Guidelines. 
 

9.4 Discussion Assistant [ 15% ] 
Live sessions are on Tuesdays and Fridays, and we will cover all of the papers presented for the week. These 
sessions will take place in LOCATION HERE. If you are a Discussion Assistant for the week (see Presentation 
Schedule), you are responsible for three things, which help toward Learning Goals 1 and 3: 

• First, you will generate a document containing 5 potential questions to foster discussion of the papers. This 
document should contain these 5 questions, as well as a few words to justify why you think this question is 
interesting or what drove you to include it (2-3 sentences each). This document should be uploaded prior 
to the live session for your paper



Your final project is a Research Proposal (Due Nov 26th by 23:59 EST). The standard form of this (read on for 
alternatives) is a written document that is < 2500 words (~10 pages, double-spaced, excluding references). Choose a 

https://guides.nyu.edu/posters


Queen’s students, faculty, administrators and staff all have responsibilities for upholding the fundamental values of 
academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and courage. These values are central to the building, 
nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the 
values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" 
essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities).  

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity and for ensuring 
that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles of academic integrity. Information on academic 
integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1) on the Arts and Science website, and 
from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, 
facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic community at Queen's. Given 
the s

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
file:///C:/Users/atkinson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3MSC5N4E/see_https:/www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students


This course makes use of Turnitin, a third-party application that helps maintain standards of excellence in academic 
integrity. Normally, students will be required to submit their course assignments through onQ to Turnitin. In doing so, 
students’ work will

http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy#policy
https://legal.flipgrid.com/
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https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/41e1/e4bd69ff1c49084a9265e740395066d61214.pdf?_ga=2.93061397.940185860.1609272175-405181431.1606339853
https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/271070/1-s2.0-S0028393212X00046/1-s2.0-S0028393211004088/main.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEKv%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCID2NmfBHtu1fghuGRzsrGfyCrH45ZG%2FRJ8xjEe%2BqTPnwAiBMe2In%2FZXzH%2BOUJT5NXQUYWNY%2FSwGFFqw5E3TtLwJlDyq0AwhkEAMaDDA1OTAwMzU0Njg2NSIM6abnISG48o7soo0iKpED%2FBLhM72sRrbgNQq0GhPYSMNFmzoHzLztorlBYYRjUycd4kF%2FvuuFld7ulCudDERdeT7%2Bht9oOy5OLltowxGLi16HKegef5YlW9NtWPyNX%2FLnSaH8Wl82ou3m3iKTL9UdzfRm%2FCjWpXIUNXQhpAmx8bOqH67OIcodBuD4UAXiD548vshGcIjrqXVgoAwc7xjHWRO6iHnna2nYunxpNYoqAorN%2B2gEzDk9S0Fy%2FPBCU7YX2YjCWvHRTBbZSx2MYk9TuYu6%2FUivWKl4xK275YQ2ua80muwsqZg059nMUl6qxG0T3lFB%2BOXvwHs9%2BN6F6JXwKGrWqjUGSlQXsB8x5vmXTUr8oto%2BQ%2FNWXl1bAWwqAYFHTcyWKdz7%2B0GKMtX9ttdXf0WRi894k64QvtUCxRRP1%2Bk2tUtaFdAIIeV%2F2nZX%2FseMxBXMevpHX4Wfw2CFNQHvgMbaa%2FMEDR5Rhfv%2FMbIkkoy5XJgNZjrphLuRYpgBomZwQoNB4YwNV%2FIqBxN99Tk%2FxcPB8WIQUgWmidL%2BSraLLK8w6vqt%2FwU67AGoeSscxH3dace%2FQN2fi8ih%2FHYK1boBuknKLt5Y9jWCerjU7r8gFCdncvFKBe7sxxs44PSV5jdsDXVLdV42FLNJJjjNrLcseCjGedk1pbRYGvJf%2FTdGJQzLpd7WxzkFg9fo%2BJRpWJs8C9q1HukuNaX2Y8r6Axpyn53H9M%2BL8tjM1R83NZ7Ld5DE13z9MQMOVfwi9fsQI6MHzNuTnCJBQzCg%2F8A5dHbHOYNDE71nPoK4NBydVEid7A0ZjViVheKsqCfXAP0%2B670f9PaCUdP6V4u6mtzukCXSAvizliPv1h3spvFW4wVuNOxS0hGbNw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20201229T201344Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ3PHCVTY6J3WPW6S%2F20201229%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=0279151ce4553266f97ccff8b5da18218b3a569e1b814a091f1be728484591c1&hash=dabb2cc57a0591856e48ce5b444f28984b8299fb22afb97b438c06fb498ae691&host=68042c943591013ac2b2430a89b270f6af2c76d8dfd086a07176afe7c76c2c61&pii=S0028393211004088&tid=spdf-9eae874c-b646-4582-8f55-0426ea18212f&sid=64c3e5fb185a5548c26aa351bfc2d1ae050fgxrqa&type=client
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/330/6000/97.full.pdf
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0959438897800104?token=055730358C99EBFB69CB2C53038A9A1E599E30A5858935DE8B9EE2DCE29078629696D890C15598C394CE9D672238104A
http://learnmem.cshlp.org/content/14/1-2/47.full.pdf
https://www.jneurosci.org/content/jneuro/31/5/1563.full.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13554790500473680?casa_token=QB4tJKBrJNQAAAAA:OPTh5uXz2mO_T5mLL0tbEdIZjAS4kBy3LmADt2-HKH6-9ZsNkksOgP-bngpnd_p2uqZJk98AJwlO
https://link.springer.com/article/10.3758/BF03196582
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/jocn_a_00740
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/310/5756/1963.full.pdf?casa_token=w8WkoaAGqR0AAAAA:LuguY4yzk03PQAGWyZqbbxooV8uQOZq0WL5y0C4YlOkgPaEXerZSr-9WQ8uuaFK13HityqqtjPItwQ
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0896627309006229?token=CF98EC0007D1D8AA938037C46C44E8E606A6D1E8628828077BBAA8855058BF35D9DCA0FCB45290EFEBE235FAE83BD029
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-17287-1
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/111/24/8997.full.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0956797618808474
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/11019652_A_Contextual_Change_Account_of_the_Directed_Forgetting_Effect
https://idp.springer.com/authorize/casa?redirect_uri=https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.3758/BF03214366.pdf&casa_token=NSaP2Q11-WgAAAAA:NYky77kYPYNSUqN8u16bE2KkKVucyMrZFePWPVErSAbsMixnn7sJV8umrbbyK2xmOZrnYXilvsFXbL0x
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/319/5870/1640.full.pdf?casa_token=G36m3Bil7-YAAAAA:_kEXx-_zhSSoRVguqRfcvwAaPAHIeQSDg_6JAp9kfrTCGhAY-miwpevQlN3P-lfD1FwBUIMrnt-h0Q
https://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms9151.pdf?origin=ppub
https://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms11066.pdf
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/337/6093/485.full.pdf
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4230014/pdf/nihms497453.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0028393206004131?casa_token=RNuuDX44uX8AAAAA:KCNwc2JNuQCVNCgXPlPfymnpUDTbPhrQiHiHyqXhixbeMXvuRGAs7d6uaJnhEM3ceadCxGSwWw
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/110/Supplement_2/10365.full.pdf

