
Course Descrip�on

This course examines the rela�onship between brain and behaviour. The first part of the course
examines topics relevant to brain plas�city, including neurodevelopment, brain damage and learning and
memory; followed by sec�ons on the biopsychology of mo�va�on that cover the neural mechanisms of
ea�ng, addic�on, sexual behaviour and sleep. The final sec�on deals with disorders of cogni�on and
emo�on, including stress and psychiatric disorders.

Psychology 370 is a course designed to con�nue your explora�on of the field of Biopsychology. It
primarily focuses on the underlying neural mechanisms of some of the most interes�ng and complex
human behaviours. From how the brain develops, to our basic mo�va�ons, to how catastrophically the
brain can fail us, this course delves into many different aspects of brain and behaviour.
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Land Acknowledgement

Queen’s University is situated on tradi�onal Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee Territory. To acknowledge
this tradi�onal territory is to recognize its longer history, one preda�ng the establishment of the earliest
European colonies. It is also to acknowledge thng



Name/Pronoun

Knowing and applying students’ names and pronouns is a crucial part of developing a produc�ve learning
environment that fosters safety, inclusion, and personal dignity. This is an important part of the inclusion
work here at Queen’s.

If you wish to change how your name appears in onQ and on class lists, please follow these steps. You
may also use this process to add your pronouns to the appearance of your name.

1. Log into SOLUS.
2. Click on Personal Informa�on tab.
3. Click on the Names tab
4. Click on the Add New Name tab
5. Choose Preferred from the Name Type drop down menu
6. Enter your preferred name.
7. Click Save.

Please allow 24 to 48 hours for your preferred name to be registered within the system. If you have
further ques�ons or concerns please contact ITS at Queen’s University.

Course Textbook

Available from the Queen's Campus Bookstore:
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https://www.campusbookstore.com/textbooks/search-engine


they choose to use an older version, knowing they will be missing out on some informa�on that could be
tested on the quizzes or final exam.  Also, previous versions of the textbook may use outdated and
harmful terminology, so I strongly recommend using the 11th edi�on. 

This course uses a Pearson digital product (REVEL) which contains resources used throughout the
semester. The required link below is unique to this course. Here is how to register:

How to access the REVEL materials:

For students who do NOT have a copy of Pinel and Barnes Biopsychology 11th edi�on:

1. Please purchase the textbook with REVEL access through the link on the Campus Bookstore. 

h�ps://www.campusebookstore.com/link/?id=1d267273-cdb4-43a8-9702-1a965bf6f3fe

1. Go to h�ps://console.pearson.com/enrollment/oa3jjt 
2.  Sign in to your Pearson Account or create one.   
3.  Follow the onscreen instruc�ons to redeem your access code.  Choose your course under 'My

Courses' and choose an access op�on.  It is recommended that you purchase an access code from
your campus bookstore for redemp�on here.  Queen's Campus Bookstore is a non-profit
organiza�on, and provides the best value to students.   Purchasing ins�瀀t門
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If you have problems accessing REVEL or trouble viewing the videos/simula�ons on the
site, please contact the REVEL website administre�楙餘 t n�



https://www.pearson.com/ca/en/legal/privacy-statement.html


when par�cipa�ng in ac�vi�es, discussions, and online communica�on.

Here is a list of ne�que�e guidelines. Please read them carefully and use them to guide your
communica�on in this course and beyond.

1. Assume the best of others and expect the best of them.
2. Acknowledge the impact of oppression on the lives of other people and make sure your wri�ng is

respec�ul and inclusive.
3. Recognize and value the experiences, abili�es, and knowledge each person brings.
4. Pay close a�en�on to what your peers write before you respond. Think through and re-read your

wri�ngs before you post or send them to others.
5. It’s ok to disagree with ideas, but do not make personal a�acks.
6. Be open to being challenged or confronted on your ideas and to challenging others with the intent

of facilita�ng growth. Do not demean or embarrass others.
7. Encourage others to develop and share their ideas.

Suggested Time Commitment

To complete the readings, assignments, and course ac�vi�es, students can expect to spend on average,
about 10 hours per week on the course.

Course Announcements

Throughout the course, I will post announcements to the class, including reminders of upcoming due
dates, responses to frequent ques�ons, correc�ons to broken links, etc. I encourage you to rou�nely
check the Announcements sec�on of the course homepage in onQ. To ensure that you receive these
announcements promptly, I also recommend that you enable email no�fica�ons to your Queen’s email
address.
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Suggested Time Commitment

In this course, you should expect to invest on average 10 to 12 hours per week. This will include the �me
you spend studying course material, prac�cing course objec�ves, and par�cipa�ng in course ac�vi�es
and assessments. You are encouraged to adhere to a pre-determined study schedule as you will be more
likely to complete the course on �me successfully.

Course Ques�ons and Contac�ng the Teaching Team

Throughout this course, you may come upon some general ques�ons about the course and assignments.
If you think that your ques�on may benefit other students, you are invited to post your ques�on in the
Course Ques�ons Forum. Feel free to help answer your peers' ques�ons on this forum. The teaching
team will monitor this discussion forum and answer ques�ons. Most ques�ons are answered within 48
hours, except on weekends and holidays.

Any other ques�ons that you would prefer to share privately, please contact me or your TA.  This might
include specific ques�ons about an assessment you are working on (for example if something could be
included in your essay), or ques�ons about academic accommoda�ons or considera�ons. 

The teaching team contact informa�on is located on the Homepage of the course (see “Teaching Team”).
Please note that emails will NOT be answered on the weekends, holidays or evenings.

Queen's Email

The university communicates with students via Queen's email. Please check your email regularly to
ensure you do not miss important informa�on related to your course.
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Course Feedback

At various points during the course, I may ask you to take part in a variety of feedback ac�vi�es, such as
surveys and ques�onnaires. This feedback enables my teaching team and me to make any adjustments
necessary to improve your learning environment. Addi�onal feedback may be requested throughout the
course. All surveys are anonymous and are directly related to ac�vi�es, assessments, and other course
material.

Alignment of Assessments with Learning Outcomes

Course
Assessment

CLO 1 CLO 2 CLO 3 CLO 4 CLO 5

Discussion
Ac�vity

X X X

Essay Assignment X X X
Presenta�on
Assignment -
Brain
Disorders/Brain
Damage

X X

Module Quizzes X X X X X
Final Proctored
Exam

X X X X X

Weigh�ng of Assessments
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your final grade. Again, they are available for you to use as study tools to foster your learning, test your
knowledge of important concepts, and an opportunity for you to prac�ce answering MC ques�ons.
While these quizzes are not a required or graded component of the course, they are STRONGLY
recommended. The material is available immediately and will remain available for a year (in case any
students need to write a make-up exam a�er the course is over).   

Essen�al Requirements and Flexibility to Succeed

Par�cipa�ng in the peer-review por�on of the "Presenta�on - Brain Disorders/Brain Damage"
assignment is an essen�al component of this course. Recognizing that unexpected barriers may pop up,
you are strongly encouraged to meet all the deadlines to fully par�cipate in the assessment (i.e., Part 1,
2, and 3) which scaffold and build upon each other.

There may be a �me when you are unable to complete a quiz  for personal reasons. While the quizzes
are designed to provide you an opportunity to keep up with your readings and get experience with
mul�ple-choice tests, in order to help you to build in flexibility, only your best 7 quizzes (out of 9) will
count towards your quiz grade.   For more informa�on, see Academic Regula�on 7.2.1.

Late Submission Policy

Discussion Ques�on

A late penalty of 0.5 marks per day (24 hours) will be deducted for late assignments.

Essay - Stress Management

A late penalty of 1 mark per 24 hours will be deducted for late assignments (out of 20). Please note that
no essays will be accepted a�er the essays and feedback are returned to students.
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When wri�ng tests and/or exams using remote proctoring, you are connec�ng to the third-party service.
Queen’s has conducted a privacy and security review of the service and has entered into a binding
agreement with terms that address the appropriate collec�on, use and disclosure of personal informa�on
in accordance with Ontario’s privacy legisla�on.

You should also take measures yourself to protect your informa�on by keeping your NetID password and
challenge ques�ons private, closing all applica�ons prior to star�ng an exam/test, and ensuring your
device is updated and safeguarded against malware.
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Each module consists of a number of different sources of informa�on including a Module Introduc�on
Powerpoint presenta�on/video, textbook readings, course notes, and other readings and videos, to
provide you with a strong understanding of the topic.  

A�er viewing the Module Introduc�on video in each module, please read the en�re assigned textbook
chapter and then review the Course Notes, which provide extra informa�on or a different t



1. Thinking about epigene�cs which is the study of all mechanisms of inheritance other than the gene�c
code and its expression.  It largely focusses on the ongoing interac�ons between your genes and your
experiences, and not just for the present genera�on but also subsequent genera�ons.

2. Consciousness-examining different aspects of consciousness, which is defined as the percep�on or
awareness of some aspect of one’s self or the world.  Some topics of inves�ga�on include different
states of consciousness a�er neural dysfunc�on as well as how some informa�on reaches our
consciousness, while other informa�on is filtered out.

Academic Support

All undergraduate students face new learning and wri�ng challenges as they progress through university:
essays and reports become more complex; effec�vely incorpora�ng research into wri�ng becomes more
important; the types of assignments become more diverse; managing your �me and developing the skills
you need to read and think cri�cally gets more challenging. I encourage students to contact Student
Academic Success Services (SASS). SASS offers many different ways to receive support:

Free online or in-person appointments to get personalized support on wri�ng and academic skills
from expert staff and trained peers.
Workshops and drop-in programs. SASS' Events Calendar lists events coming soon.
Online resources that provide strategies for academic skills and wri�ng development at university.
If English is not your first language, SASS has specific resources for English as Addi�onal Language
students, including weekly programs and EAL academic skills appointments. You can meet on an
ongoing basis with an EAL consultant to work on your academic wri�ng, speaking, listening, and
reading skills.

Accommoda�ons for Disabili�es
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by the quality of courage. These values and quali
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that can range from a warning, to loss of grades on an assignment, to failure of a course, to requirement
to withdraw from the university.

Please Note: Using genera�ve AI wri�ng tools such as ChatGPT in your submi��



Category Requirements

Internet Connec�on

https://www.speedtest.net/



