
can be found in OnQ (on the course home page). 

   (see location in OnQ) 

Prof. Office Hours: Tuesdays 5-6PM, or email for alternative   (see location in OnQ) 

TA Office Hours: [See time on homepage in OnQ]    (see location in OnQ) 

Accommodations & Academic Considerations Coordinator: Tara Karasewich (psyc.accom@queensu.ca) 

1. Land acknowledgment
Queen’s University is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee Territory. To acknowledge 
this traditional territory is to recognize its longer history, one predating the establishment of the earliest 
European colonies. It is also to acknowledge this territory’s significance for the Indigenous peoples who 
lived, and continue to live, upon it – people whose practices and spiritualities were tied to the land and 
continue to develop in relationship to the territory and its other inhabitants today.  

2. Course description
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4. Course materials and timeline 
 

Week Topic Readings  Assessment 
WEEK 1 
SEP 4 

Introduction Syllabus  

WEEK 2 
SEP 9 & 11 

Brain development 
Chap. 2 (all) 
Chap. 11, p. 373-379 

 

WEEK 3 
SEP 16 & 18 

Measuring behaviour 
Emotion 

Chap. 4 (all) 
Chap. 11, p. 383-385  

 

WEEK 4 
SEP 23 & 25 

Face perception 
Chap. 5, p. 161-187 
Chap. 11, p. 379-383 

 

WEEK 5 
OCT 1 & 2 

Emotion recognition ARTICLE A  

WEEK 6 
OCT 7 & 9 

Social engagement 
Chap. 6, p. 203-225WEEK WEEK 
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Course announcements 
Every Sunday at 5PM, I will post course announcements and a “to-do” for the coming week in OnQ. 
Make sure to turn on your notifications for the course to ensure you receive the course announcements. 
 
Reading list 
Textbook:  Ward, J. (2023). The Student's Guide to Social Neuroscience (3rd ed.). Psychology 

Press. ISBN: 9780367523916 
 

The textbook is required reading. Because there is no textbook devoted to developmental social neuro-
science (������!), we will be covering the “developmental part” together in class. This textbook will provide 
you with the background information you need to fully engage with the class material.s 



4 
 

mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
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methodologies, and theories (consistent with degree-level expectations). Students must complete both 
the midterm (or make-up midterm) and final exam to meet essential requirements of the course. 
 

Attendance 
You may notice that there are no marks for attendance or participation. You are expected to attend 
class (in person) every week and engage in the discussion and class activities. If you miss class, I assume 
it is for a good reason. Slides will be made available in OnQ and classes will be recorded. However, 
please be advised that I cannot guarantee recordings’ availability (e.g., in case of technical issues or hu-
man error) or quality (e.g., in terms of capturing class discussion). I cannot facilitate hybrid classes. If you 
need to miss class, I recommend identifying a classmate who can share their notes with you.   
 

Grading policy 
You will receive feedback on all submitted work within 2 weeks of the deadline. If you feel the grade you 
have received does not reflect the quality of the work you turned in (in relation to the rubric, rather than 
to the degree of perceived effort you put towards this assignment), you may ask for your assignment to 
be regraded by the professor by submitting a “Regrade Request” form (found under Content in OnQ) 
within 3 days of receiving your mark. If your assignment is regraded, understand that your grade may be 
higher or lower than your first mark. The second grade is final.  
 

Grading method 
In accordance with the Psychology Grading Policy, some components will be graded using numerical 
percentage marks. Other components will receive letter grades, which for purposes of calculating your 
course average will be translated into numerical equivalents using the Faculty of Arts and Science ap-
proved scale. Your course average will then be converted to a final letter grade according to Queen’s Of-
ficial Grade Conversion Scale below. 
 
                  Arts & Science Letter Grade Input Scheme                  Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale                

  Assignment      
       mark 

Numerical value for calcu-
lation of final mark 

  
Grade 

 

Numerical Course Average 
(Range) 

https://www.queensu.ca/psychology/undergraduate/current-students/departmental-policies/grading-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/psychology/undergraduate/current-students/departmental-policies
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6. Available supports 
The teaching team is committed to providing you with multiple opportunities to ask questions, receive 
feedback, practice competencies, and build skills. We are eager to support your success in this course. 
 

Questions 
You are always welcome to ask questions about any aspect of the course. Here are a few ways to do so: 

- Ask questions before/during/after class: Questions during class are always welcome. The profes-
sor (and/or TAs) will be available shortly before and after classes as well, to field more individu-
alized questions. 

- OnQ discussion forum: Feel free to create posts on our designated Questions discussion forum 
in OnQ (under Communications > Discussion). Don’t underestimate how helpful it can be to your 
classmates to post a general question there—everyone can then benefit from seeing the an-
swer! Discussion forum questions are answered within 1 business day (roughly 9-5, Mon-Fri).  

- Come to professor and/or TA drop-in hours: The professor and TAs will hold weekly office hours 
(drop-in) during which you can pop into their offices to ask questions. This is protected time that 
we are reserving to engage with you about the course. The professor’s drop-in hours are every 
Tuesday from 5-6pm (see location on home page in OnQ). The TAs will be available on a rotating 
basis for their office hours as well (see times and location on home page in OnQ). If you wish to 
meet over Zoom instead, please send us a quick email to indicate this. If you are hoping to meet 
but are not available at these times, feel free to email us for additional availabilities (including 
your SOLUS class schedule in the email).  

- Email: You can email the professor or TAs with questions (please include PSYC358 in the subject 
line so that we know which course you are inquiring about). Emails will be answered within 3 
business days.  
o If your question is about logistics (e.g., course design, requirements, due dates), you 

should email a TA (see contact information in OnQ). Please check that the answer to your 
question is not already included in the syllabus or course announcements!  

o If your question is about the implementation of your accommodations in the course OR 
you are requesting an extension on assignments (beyond the grace period), you should 
email Tara Karasewich (Accommodations & Academic Considerations Coordinator) at 

mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services
https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/ventus
https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/ventus
https://www.queensu.ca/ventus-support/students/visual-guide-ventus-students
https://www.queensu.ca/ventus-support/students/visual-guide-ventus-students
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If you have any questions regarding the implementation of your accommodations in this course, please 
contact Tara Karasewich (Accommodations Assistant) at the following e-mail: psyc.accom@queensu.ca. 
 

If you have supporting documentation for accommodations (e.g., letter from QSAS), please ensure 
you are registered in Ventus as soon as possible. If you have accessibility needs that it would be help-
ful for us to know about, please let Tara and the professor know in advance/as relevant so that we 
can best support your success in the course.  
 

8. Academic considerations for students in extenuating circumstances 
Academic consideration is a process for the university community to 

mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-consideration
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-consideration
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-consideration
http://www.academicintegrity.org/
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-integrity-procedures-requirements-faculties-schools
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-integrity


https://sass.queensu.ca/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
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Individual work: All work in this class must be completed independently. You are not permitted to work 
collaboratively on assignments or exams, and are expected to show independent knowledge on all as-
sessments. You must not share/post exam questions or answers with anyone, in or out of the course.  
 

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools: Using generative AI writing tools like ChatGPT in your submit-
ted work is not permitted in this class. Although these tools can be useful, the learning outcomes of this 
class involve honing your critical thinking, creativity, and science communication skills. These goals are 
at odds with the use of generative AI. This type of use constitutes a departure from academic integrity.  
 

Turnitin: This course makes use of Turnitin, a third-party application that helps maintain standards of 

https://www.turnitin.com/products/features/ai-writing-detection/faq
https://help.turnitin.com/Privacy_and_Security/Privacy_and_Security.htm
https://www.turnitin.com/privacy/acceptable-use-policy
https://www.turnitin.com/agreement.asp
https://help.turnitin.com/Privacy_and_Security/Privacy_and_Security.htm#Cookies
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/plagiarism-detection/
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/plagiarism-detection/
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4. Recognize and value the experiences, abilities, and knowledge each person brings. 
5. Pay close attention to what your peers say/write before you respond. Think through your com-

ments and/or responses carefully before you communicate them with others.  
6. It’s OK to disagree with ideas, but do not make personal attacks. 
7. Be open to being challenged or confronted on your ideas and to challenging others with the in-

tent of facilitating growth. Do not demean or embarrass others. 
8. Encourage others to develop and share their ideas. 

11. Notice of recording 
Classes will be recorded with video and audio (and in some cases transcription) and will be made availa-
ble to students in the course for the duration of the term. The recordings may capture your name, image 
or voice through the video and audio recordings. By attending these live classes, you are consenting to 
the collection of this information for the purposes of administering the class and associated coursework. 
If you are concerned about the collection of your name and other personal information in the class, 
please contact the course instructor to identify possible alternatives. To learn more about how your per-
sonal information is collected, used and disclosed by Queen’s University, please see the Notice of Collec-
tion, Use and Disclosure of Personal Information.   
 

12. Privacy statement regarding external website 
This course makes use of external websites, such as Kahoots.com or lab.js, for the delivery of in-class ac-
tivities (e.g., to allow you to try out some of the tasks that are commonly used in developmental social 
neuroscience). Your independent use of these sites, beyond what is required for the course, is subject to 
each website’s terms of use and privacy policy. You are encouraged to review these documents before 
using the sites. 
 

13. Copyright of course materials 
Course materials created by the course instructor, including all slides, presentations, handouts, tests, ex-
ams, and other similar course materials, are the intellectual property of the instructor. It is a departure 

https://www.queensu.ca/accessandprivacy/privacy/notice-collection
https://www.queensu.ca/accessandprivacy/privacy/notice-collection
http://library.queensu.ca/copyright

