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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Let us acknowledge that Queen’s is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and 
Haudenosaunee territory. We are grateful to be able to live, learn and play on these lands. To acknowledge this 
traditional territory is to recognize its longer history, one predating the establishment of the earliest European 
colonies. It is also to acknowledge this territory’s significance for the Indigenous Peoples who lived, and 
continue to live, upon it and whose practices and spiritualities were tied to the land and continue to develop in 
relationship to the territory and its other inhabitants today. To read more about the history of the land, see the 
Queen's Encyclopedia at http://www.queensu.ca/encyclopedia/t/traditional-territories. 
 
EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION STATEMENT: 
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mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca


2 
 

Queen's Email 
The university communicates with students via Queen’s email. Please check your email regularly to ensure you 
do not miss important information related to your course. 
)
6&>9"/)./"$9:14:&3)
This course is designed to be an introduction to the scientific study of human development, with an emphasis on 
social, cognitive, and neurobiological processes underlying perceptual, cognitive, and emotional development 
from infancy to adolescence.)
 
J/593:3()G>4$&2/"))
After completing PSYC 251, students should be able to: 

1. Describe the general course of typical development from conception to late adolescence in the cognitive, 
linguistic, emotional and social domains to recognize their effect on one another.)

2. Compare and contrast the major developmental theories and discuss the strengths and weaknesses of 
each theory.)

3. Discuss the different methods used in developmental psychology research and evaluate how these 
research methods are dependent upon the theoretical approach of researcher, developmental age of the 
participants and research question being asked.)

4. Recommend ways to promote children’s well-being and successful development, based on 
developmental research and theory.)

5. 
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4. What does it all mean for our everyday lives?))M&F)$53)@/0/'&12/345')1"#$%&'&(#)9/"/59$%)
19&2&4/)$%:'@9/3R")F/'';?/:3(O))P%54):"):4")9&'/):3)195$4:$5'):"">/")">$%)5")159/34:3()"4#'/"S)
@/0/'&12/345')@:"&9@/9"S)/@>$54:&3S)53@)$59:3()8&9)$%:'@9/3)5")5)"&$:/4#O) 

)
)
K95@:3()!&':$#)
The Psychology Grading Policy, “mixed-marking method,” is outlined on the following webpage: 
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies/psycgradingpolicy.html 
In brief summary, all assignments will be given a numerical grade which will be converted to a numerical grade 
at the end of the course. 
 
A full list of Departmental Policies can be found at: 
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies.html 
)
6&>9"/)V54/9:5'" 
The following material is available from the Queen's Campus Bookstore: 
Required Text: 

http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies/psycgradingpolicy.html
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies.html
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Initial Post @>/)U9:@5#S)L/14/2?/9),[th))54),,-+\)12< The purpose of this discussion activity is to differentiate 
between the various processes that occur during pregnancy, recognize the effects of genes and environment 
(including culture and historical period) on prenatal development, and to explore hazards of prenatal 
development. 
For this activity, you will be given a selection of interview questions (outlined below) to ask an individual who 
is either pregnant, or who has been pregnant in the past. In your initial post to the discussion forum you will 
summarize the information you learn from the interviewee. In your reply post you will compare and contrast the 
responses you receive from your interviewee with the responses one of your peers received to explore the 
differences between each experience. ]&4%)#&>9):3:4:5')53@)9/1'#)1&"4")"%&>'@)25N/)/T1':$:4)$&33/$4:&3")4&)
4%/)$&>9"/)254/9:5'"<)
To create a diverse pool of perspectives, think about who you might want to interview. For example, a 
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at 11:59 pm regardless of whether you have accommodations or not.  If you have a seven-day extension on 
assignments generally, you may have until Friday, September 20th  at 11:59 pm to hand in the initial post, but 
you must have the reply post in by September 22nd  at 11:59 pm without exception.  See below section on “rules 
for assessments” for what will happen if you miss one of your deadlines. If you miss both discussion posts, the 
“rules for assessments” applies-it does not matter whether you have academic considerations for both of them. )
)
.:"$>"":&3)!&"4)*) 
Initial Post due U9:@5#S)H&0/2?/9),st))54),,-+\)12 The purpose of this discussion activity is for you to think 
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influences. For this assignment you will consider the thousands of Syrian child refugees who have recently 
moved to Canada. You will do so by reading two articles, and then answer the question prompts in the form of 
an essay. 
For each of the prompts, make sure to consider evidence from the course materials when building your 
argument. It is recommended that you include an introductory paragraph that summarizes the main purpose of 
your essay, and a concluding paragraph that summarizes your argument. 
Essay Prompts  

1. Use Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological Model to present a case conceptualization of the factors that might 
contribute to the struggles that Syrian refugee children may face as they adjust to their life in Canada. Be 
sure to discuss one factor at each level of the model: microsystem, mesosystem, exosystem, and 
macrosystem (you do not need to discuss the chronosystem).  

2. Use your knowledge of developmental psychology to briefly outline an intervention plan that addresses 
how some of these concerns could be addressed or mitigated.   

3. Discuss how you would evaluate whether your intervention plan was successful.   
 
A note on integrating course material: You do not need to reference material in the traditional fashion. Instead, 
you can say things like: “As discussed in the lecture (week 1)”, “in a study discussed in the textbook (p. X)”, or 
“in the case study article 

mailto:psyc251@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc251@queensu.ca


/artsci/important-dates
/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-consideration
/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-consideration
mailto:kelleyb@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
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• If you are sick for both essays, you must have academic considerations through the portal for the second 
essay.  If this is the case, 10% worth will be added to your discussion question and 10% will be added to 
your final.  If you do not have academic considerations for the second essay deadline you will receive a 
zero on the essay. 

• !'/5"/)3&4/)4%54)&3'#)GHI)9/F/:(%4:3()F:'')?/)@&3/<))A%54):"S):8)#&>)2:"")?&4%)@:"$>"":&3)1&"4"S)#&>)
2>"4)25N/)">9/)4%54)#&>)F9:4/)54)'/5"4)&3/)&8)4%/)/""5#"S)&3/)&8)4%/)2:@4/92"S)53@)4%/)8:35'<))78)#&>)
2:"")?&4%)2:@4/92"S)#&>)2>"4)F9:4/)54)'/5"4)&3/)&8)4%/)@:"$>"":&3)D>/"4:&3"S)54)'/5"4)&3/)&8)4%/)
/""5#"S)53@)4%/)8:35'<))78)#&>)@&)3&4)F9:4/)/0/9#4%:3()9/25:3:3(S)4%/3)#&>)F:'')9/$/:0/)5)Y/9&)&3)4%/)
"/$&3@)2:""/@)5"":(32/34<))U&9)/T521'/S):8)#&>)2:"")?&4%)4%/)@:"$>"":&3)D>/"4:&3")53@)4%/)
2:@4/92)B/0/3)F:4%)5$5@/2:$)$&3":@/954:&3"ES)#&>)F:'')(/4)5)9/F/:(%4:3()8&9)4%/)2:@4/92)?>4)5)
Y/9&)&3)4%/)@:"$>"":&3)D>/"4:&3"<))^&>)2>"4)F9:4/)4%/)8:35')/T52):3)&9@/9)4&)15"")4%/)$&>9"/<)))
!'/5"/)3&4/)4%54)5'')&8)4%/"/)5"":(32/34")59/)$&3":@/9/@)4&)?/)/""/34:5'S)5")4%/#)59/)5'')$9:4:$5'):3)
5""/"":3()#&>9)>3@/9"453@:3()&8)4%/)254/9:5')53@)#&>9)5?:':4#)4&)511'#):4):3)@:88/9/34)"$/359:&"<))
A%54)?/:3()"5:@S)%&F/0/9S)7)52)49#:3()4&)(:0/)#&>)5")2>$%)8'/T:?:':4#)5")1&"":?'/S)53@)4%54):")F%#)7)
52)5''&F:3()8&9)4%/)9/F/:(%4:3(<))7)"49&3('#)">((/"4)4%54)#&>)@&)4%/)8:9"4)@:"$>"":&3)D>/"4:&3S)4%/)
8:9"4)/""5#)53@)4%/)8:9"4)2:@4/92):8)#&>)59/)5?'/S)5")#&>)3/0/9)N3&F)F%/3)#&>)F:'')?/)":$N)'54/9)&3<))
A%:")F:'')5''&F)#&>)3&4)&3'#)4&)(/4)8//@?5$N)53@)@&)?/44/9)&3)4%/)"/$&3@)&3/)59&>3@)B/T$/14)8&9)4%/)
2:@4/92ES)?>4):4)F:'')5'"&)5''&F)#&>)"&2/)89//)4:2/)4&)F&9N)&3)#&>9)&4%/9)$'5""/"):8)#&>)59/)%511#)
F:4%)#&>9)8:9"4)259N<))=(5:3S):8)#&>)%50/)53#)D>/"4:&3")5?&>4)53#)&8)4%/)'&(:"4:$")&8)2:"":3()
53#4%:3(S)#&>)$53)$&345$4)A595)g595"/F:$%)54)psyc.accom@queensu.ca.  

=$$&22&@54:&3")8&9).:"5?:':4:/"  
Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for people with disabilities. Part of this 
commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with disabilities to ensure they have an 
equitable opportunity to participate in all their academic activities. The Senate Policy for Accommodations for 
Students with Disabilities was approved at Senate in November 2016. If you are a student with a disability and 
think you may need academic accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact the h>//3i")L4>@/34)
=$$/"":?:':4#)L/90:$/")BhL=LE 

mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fqueensuca-my.sharepoint.com%2Fpersonal%2Fkelleyb_queensu_ca%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F4b65be3b241649c897b546eddb7abae3&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&wdodb=1&hid=58B459A0-E084-2000-2F78-017DD7BD0F0D&wdorigin=ItemsView&wdhostclicktime=1660157473180&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=04f7b5f2-ab81-40b6-9cde-a5df5fa63133&usid=04f7b5f2-ab81-40b6-9cde-a5df5fa63133&sftc=1&cac=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Medium&ctp=LeastProtected#_Accommodations
/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-accommodations-students-disabilities-policy
/studentwellness/accessibility-services
mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
https://sass.queensu.ca/programs/appointments/
https://sass.queensu.ca/programs/workshops/
https://sass.queensu.ca/drop-in/
https://sass.queensu.ca/events/
https://sass.queensu.ca/onlineresource/topics/#WC
https://sass.queensu.ca/eal/
https://sass.queensu.ca/eal/


10 
 

=$5@/2:$)6&3":@/954:&3)8&9)L4>@/34"):3)IT4/3>54:3()6:9$>2"453$/" 
)Academic consideration is a process for the university community to provide a compassionate response to 
assist students experiencing unforeseen, short-term extenuating circumstances that may impact or impede a 
student’s ability to complete their academics. This may include but is not limited to:  

§ Short-term physical or mental health issues (e.g., stomach flu, pneumonia, COVID diagnosis, 
vaccination, etc.)  

§ Responses to traumatic events (e.g., Death of a loved one, divorce, sexual assault, social injustice, etc.)  
§ Requirements by law or public health authorities (e.g., court date, isolation due to COVID exposure, 

etc.) 
Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students experiencing extenuating 
circumstances. For more information, please see the Senate Policy on Academic Consideration for Students in 
Extenuating Circumstances. 
    
Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in dealing with requests 
for academic consideration for students facing extenuating circumstances.  Arts and Science undergraduate 
students can find the Faculty of Arts and Science protocol and the portal where a request can be submitted. 
Students in other Faculties and Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for their 
home Faculty. 
  
For guidance on ">?2:44:3()9/D>/"4"

/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
/artsci/sites/default/files/covid-19_reference_guide_-_033022_update.pdf
/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc.accom@queensu.ca
/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
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As a courtesy to students, I will post the lecture slides on OnQ by the beginning of the in-person lectures.  I will 
do my best to have them up well ahead of time, but this may not be possible.   
)

https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/esl/resources/academic-integrity
https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/integrity-students
/academic-calendar/arts-science/academic-calendar/
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Students in this course have the option of volunteering in psychological research conducted by faculty and 
advanced students in the Psychology Department.)For every half hour of research completed, you can increase 
your final mark in this course by 0.5% up to a maximum of 2%. If you are enrolled in more than one eligible 
course, you will select the course toward which your research participation will be credited when you sign up 
for a study. You can complete studies toward each course. You cannot apply the 

/psychology/undergraduate/participant-pool-information/information-students
/psychology/undergraduate/participant-pool-information/information-students
https://queensu.sona-systems.com/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=/
mailto:participant.pool@queensu.ca
https://queensu.sona-systems.com/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=/
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Please note: we understand that life happens and you may be unable to attend the session you sign up for as a 
result of extenuating circumstances. If you are unable to attend your scheduled session due to an extenuating 
circumstance, please contact the researcher directly to reschedule the session and/or receive an “excused no-
show” notation. An “excused no-show” is guaranteed if you contact researchers 3 or more hours in advance of 
your appointment. 
  

mailto:participant.pool@queensu.ca
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• Recognize the impact of fetal behaviour and learning. 
• Apply what is known about hazards to prenatal development to discuss prevention of negative outcomes 

for the developing baby. 
• Describe the effects of genes and environment as they pertain to developmental psychology and defend 

the position that it is impossible to truly separate the effects of genes and environment on development.  
• Discuss the general processes of brain development.   

J/593:3()W/"&>9$/"))
W/D>:9/@-)

• Chapter 2 pp. 43-69 
• Chapter 3 pp. pp. 84-108 

)
P//N)[-)A%/&9:/")&8)6&(3:4:0/)./0/'&12/34-)L/14/2?/9),k)

J/593:3()G>4$&2/")
• Describe the major tenets of Piagetian, Information-Processing, Core Knowledge, Sociocultural, and 

Dynamic Systems Theories. )
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• Chapter 7 (all pages))
 
 

P//N)a-)734/'':(/3$/)53@)=$5@/2:$"-)G$4&?/9)\)

J/593:3()G>4$&2/"))
)

• Compare the different theories of how intelligence is measured-that is, is intelligence one thing or 
many?   

• Describe the contents of intelligence tests.  
• Explain the controversy surrounding intelligence testing and describe the factors contributing to scores 

on these tests.  
• Discuss the acquisition of academic skills and compare typical acquisition to children with learning 

disabilities or other exceptionalities.  

J/593:3()W/"&>9$/")
W/D>:9/@-)

• Chapter 8 (all pages))
)

P//N)b-)A%/&9:/")&8)L&$:5')./0/'&12/34-)G$4&?/9)*[)
J/593:3()G>4$&2/"))

• List the major tenets of foundational theorists (Freud, Erikson, Watson, Skinner, & Bandura) and 
identify their impact on current theory. 

• Explain the major tenets of the current theories of social development:  
o Dodge’s Information-Processing Theory 
o Dweck’s Theory of Self-Attributions and Achievement Motivations 
o 
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• Chapter 12 pp. 438-443 
• Chapter 13 pp. 465-478 and pp. 484-487 

P//N)\-)I2&4:&35')./0/'&12/34-)H&0/2?/9)a)

J/593:3()G>4$&2/")

• 




