
PSYCHOLOGY 305 
 
Course Information 
 
This course introduces the interdisciplinary field of comparative cognition to undergraduate 

students who have 



Required Reading 
 
All students should purchase or have access to the following textbook, available through the 

Queen’s campus bookstore or from the publisher:  

 

Olmstead, M.C., & Kuhlmeier, V.A. (2015). Comparative Cognition. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Evaluation 
 
Quizzes (complete 10/12)  10% 

Activities    50% 

Paper Assignment   20% 

Take home Exam   20% 

 
QUIZZES 10% 

Each week will include a short online quiz (typically 5 multiple choice questions). Please refer to 

the course website for when these quizzes become available/unavailable. Once started, a quiz 

can be completed in 10-15 minutes, but it will stay open for 20 minutes. If a quiz is not 

submitted after 20 minutes has passed, it will receive a score of zero. Please ensure a good 



COMMENTARIES (30%) 

For 



Assignment information in the Course Content for more details. The paper is worth 20% of the 

final grade, divided as follows: 

WRITING PLAN (5%) 

Each student will prepare a Writing Plan for their paper that is due later in the term. (See 

the course website for specific dates.) The writing plan should include the subject of the 

paper as well as an outline for the main topics to be discussed. Read the Paper Assignment 

information in the Course Content, as well as the Writing Plan Format, for specific 

requirements of this assignment. 

PAPER (15%) 

Each paper will be assessed by the TA and/or instructor, using the criteria for successful 

popular science writing, as discussing in Week 2. This course uses TurnItIn for the paper 

assignment. 



Late Policy and Academic Considerations 
 
QUIZZES 

Please see the Course Content for the opening and closing times for the weekly online quizzes.  

There are no make-up quizzes. At the completion of the term, the two lowest quiz marks, 

including missed quizzes, will be dropped, and a final cumulative mark based 



extended deadline. This decision depends on the number of assignments that are missing or 

late, and how these mapped onto the learning outcomes in the course.  

Academic Integrity 
 
Queen’s students, faculty, administrators and staff all have responsibilities for upholding the 

fundamental values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and 

courage (see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, nurturing 

and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. 

Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the 

"freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University 

(see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities 

http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities). 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic 

integrity and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles 

of academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science 

Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-

calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1), on the Arts and Science website (see 

https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity), and from the 

instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of 



in Psychology 305. Failure to abide by these conditions is a breach of copyright, and may also 

constitute a breach of academic integrity under the University Senate’s Academic Integrity 

Policy Statement. 

 
 
  



Grade Conversion 
 
All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final grade you 

receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a 

letter grade according to Queen’s Faculty of Arts and Science Official Grade Conversion 

Scale: 

 

Grade 
Numerical Course 

Average Grade 
(Range) 


