
Syllabus	
Psychology	453:	Infancy	

Winter	2018	
 
 
 
 
This course provides advanced study in the field of developmental psychology for undergraduate 
students with an interest in social-cognitive development during infancy.  Through a combination 
of in-class lectures, in-class group activities, readings, and writing assignments, topics such as 
face perception, theory of mind, social learning, and prosocial behaviour will be discussed.  With 
successful completion of this course, students will have a knowledge base that promotes critical 
thinking, application, and effective communication outside of the classroom and supports 
further learning in advanced psychology, biology, and neuroscience courses. 
 
 
Instructor:     
 
Dr. Valerie Kuhlmeier 
Office:  Humphrey 350 
Email:  vk4@queensu.ca 
Office Hours: Mondays 9:00-9:45 
 
 
Class Times: 
 
Mondays 10:00-11:30  
Wednesdays 8:30-10:00 
 
 
Course Website: 
 
Much of the course content, including readings, on-line activities, and grades will be posted on 
the course website in OnQ.  Access to this site is restricted to students who are registered in this 
course.  Please check this regularly throughout the term.  In addition, course announcements are 
sent through Queen’s email addresses so it is important to access your account on a regular 
basis throughout the term.  
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Required Readings: 
 
Links to the required readings are available on OnQ. 
 
 
Evaluation: 
See detailed descriptions below 
 
Reading Responses   30% 
 
Group Participation   10% 
 
‘Science Communication’ Paper  
 Writing Plan   5% 
 Final Paper   25%     
 
Study Proposal     
 Writing Plan   5% 
 Final Paper   25% 
	
	
	
Reading Responses  (30%) 
 
Prior to 11 of the class meetings, students will compose a short, informal “reading response” for 
the assigned reading(s).  Guidelines for writing these reading responses can be found on the 
course website. Each reading response will be worth 3% of the final grade in the course (see the 
course timeline for specific due dates).  At the completion of the term, the lowest mark will be 
dropped and a final cumulative mark on the remaining 10 responses will constitute 30% of the 
final grade. Late reading responses will not be accepted; one missed response will be considered 
to be the ‘lowest mark’ and will be dropped.    
 
Group Participation  (10%) 
 
In the 11 class meetings for which reading responses are written, a brief presentation by the 
instructor will be followed by a discussion phase. For the first 30 minutes of the discussion 
phase, students will spend time in 5-6 person groups discussing the “reactions” written by each 
student or answering a question related to the readings.  
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Grade Conversion: 
 
All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks.  The final grade for the 
course will be derived by converting the numerical course average to a letter grade according to 
Queen’s Faculty of Arts and Science Official Grade Conversion Scale:  
 

Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 
 

Grade 
Numerical 

Course Average 
(Range) 

A+ 90-100 
A 85-89 
A- 80-84 
B+ 77-79 
B 73-76 
B- 70-72 
C+ 67-69 
C 63-66 
C- 60-62 
D+ 57-59 
D 53-56 
D- 50-52 
F 49 and below 

  


