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Culture and Cognition (Psychology 442, 2017 F) 

Instructor: Li-Jun Ji, 306 Craine, lijunji@queensu.ca 

Office hour: by email or appointment  

Class time: Mondays 11:30am – 2:20pm   Classroom: Hum 223 

This course will examine a wide range of social cognitive topics (e.g., self, choice, motivation, emotion, 

reasoning, education and socialization) from a cultural perspective by drawing on a wide range of cross-

cultural and sometimes within-cultural studies. 

Thought Questions 

You are required to turn in 2-3 thought questions (half page only, single spaced) after reading for each 

topic. The thought questions should include ideas of yours that GO BEYOND the material presented in 

the readings. You can discuss future directions for research, how the material relates to other material that 
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Additional tips for thought questions:  
 

I’m looking for your own thoughts in these questions. It’s important to elaborate your questions to 

show what and how you think about them. You may apply the findings to other topics/fields, predict what 

would happen and explain why. You may suggest following-up studies, including predictions and major 

procedures. Your questions should be in some way an extension of the reading. Critically analyze the 

reading. Take issue with the theory, the generalizations, or the way the idea was tested. Avoid quotes, 

especially long ones. 

Ideally, some of your thought questions will lead to a testable hypothesis. State it explicitly if you 
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Letter grades 

In this course, some components will be graded using numerical percentage marks.  Other components 

will receive letter grades, which for purposes of calculating your course average will be translated into 

numerical equivalents using the Faculty of Arts and Science approved scale:  

Arts & Science Letter Grade Input Scheme 

Assignment mark 
Numerical value for 

calculation of final mark 

A+ 93 

A 87 

A- 82 

B+ 78 

B 75 

B- 72 

C+ 68 

C 65 

C- 62


