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collected data must be conducted individually, and the paper must be originally and individually 

written up. Before groups can begin collecting the data for their studies, each group must submit a 

written proposal to be approved by the instructor/TA. Students will have the opportunity to gain 

feedback on their ideas at their labs. The proposals must state the study’s objective and provide a 

detailed description of the design of the experiment. Groups must follow the following ethical 

guidelines to obtain approval: 

1. Data can be collected only from adult human participants. You may not use people from special 

populations.  

2. Participants must provide informed consent prior to any data being collected from them. 

3. No identifying information (i.e., name, student identification number, etc.) can be associated 

with the participants’ data. You must take steps to ensure that their responses remain 

confidential. Results should be reported only at the group or condition level and not for specific 

individuals. 

4. The procedure cannot involve either physical or mental harm to the participants including 

embarrassment.  

5. No information of a highly personal or sensitive nature as defined by the General Research 

Ethics Board (i.e., basically anything pertaining to the participants’ sexual orientation or 

behaviors, psychopathologies like depression and drug use or other illegal behaviors) can be 

gathered from participants. 

6. Information gathered from this research is not to be disseminated outside the classroom setting.          

All written reports (including final paper) must be submitted in electronic format (e.g., Word, PDF, 

etc.) and must follow the format of the 6th edition of the Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association (APA). To read about what constitutes plagiarism, please read the handout 

provided by the Writing Centre: http://www.queensu.ca/writingcentre/handouts/Plagiarism.pdf. 

 

Lab assignments and reports – There will be five assignments/reports to be completed with the two 

research projects.  

Project 1 data collection:  Data collection using snowballing research method 

Project 1 report:    Short report on the methodology and results for project 1 

Project 2 literature report:  Summary of the hypothesis justified using relevant literature 

Project 2 proposal (group):  Summary of the research proposal (including ethics checklist) & 

     Study materials  

Project 2 data collection:  Making study online, collecting data 

 

Article Critique. You will evaluate and critique an empirical article (details will be provided later) 

 

Poster Presentation – The last two weeks of class will be used for your individual poster presentation 

of research project 2. Each student will have 5 minutes to do a poster presentation on their research 

study and findings. After every member in the group presented their poster, there will be a 10 to 15 

minutes Q&A session for students as a group. Students and instructors will observe and evaluate each 

student individually.  

 

Project 2 Paper – The final paper is a 10- to 12-page (double spaced, 12-point font) written report of 

research project 2. The paper should include the following s

http://www.queensu.ca/writingcentre/handouts/Plagiarism.pdf
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Academic integrity is constituted by the five core fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility (see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, nurturing and 

sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the 

values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of 

ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities 

http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senateandtrustees/principlespriorities.html).  
 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity and for 

ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of academic integrity. Information on academic 

integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 

http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/2011-2012-calendar/academic-regulations/regulation-1), on 

the Arts and Science website (see http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity), 

and from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of 

unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an 

academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which contravene the regulation 

on academic integrity carry sanctnt33d

http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity
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Tentative course schedule 
 

Week Date Lecture Topics (~1hr) Lab Topics (~1 hr 30 mins) Deadline 

1 Sept 

13th  

Introduction  

 Ice-breaker & 

syllabus 

 Ethics in 

research 

involving 

human 

participants  

 

Introduction to GREB and ethics training 

(CORE) 

 Sign up CORE account  

 CORE tutorials to be completed 

& certificate emailed to Sue at 

class email by 17th Sept 2017, 

11:59pm  
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using the template (see GREB 

form) provided 

 Include ethics checklist  

 Include all relevant study 

materials 

6 Oct 18 Research 

Methods/Designs 

 

Finalize the experimental design, 

materials, and protocol. 

 

Obtain approval from Instructor. 

 Data collection can only begin 

after obtaining instructor’s 

approval 

Data 

collection 

may begin as 

soon as 

approval is 

obtained.  

7 Oct 25 Data management  Hands-on practice with Research Project 

1’s data 

 

8 Nov 1 Data analysis  

  

Research Project 1 lab report: 

Short report on the methodology and 

results obtained from the data collected 

(individually written up) 

 

Project 1 

report and 

Project 2 data 

collection 

due on 5th 

Nov 

11:59pm 

9 Nov 8 Data management for 

Research Project 2 

Data cleaning and analysis for Research 

Project 2 

 

10 Nov 15 Creating tables and 

figures using 

excel/words. 

Students can take this time to prepare for 

their poster presentation starting next 

week;  

 

Poster (soft-

copy) due on 

21st Nov, 

11:59pm 

11. Nov 22 Poster presentation I 

 Each presenter 

will have 5 mins 

to present their 

poster 

 Group Q&A 

after the last 

member of the 

group presented 

Students should actively participate in the 

Q&A session; Students will also evaluate 

each other on the evaluation form 

provided. 

 

12 Nov 29 Poster presentation II 

 

Students should actively participate in the 

Q&A session; Students will also evaluate 

each other on the evaluation form 

provided. 

Paper for 

Project 2 due 

on Dec 8th 

4pm 
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