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Psychology 251: Developmental Psychology, Blended Model 

In-Person Lecture, Fridays 12:30-1:20, Dunning Hall Auditorium 

 

Contact Information 

 

Instructor: Dr. Beth Kelley 

Office Hours: Thursdays 4-5 pm, Fridays 2-3 pm, Humphrey Hall, Room 351 

E-mail:  kelleyb@queensu.ca  Phone: 613-

   

mailto:kelleyb@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc251@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc251@queensu.ca
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Textbook Material: Reading the textbook is very important for you to obtain the foundational knowledge that is 

required for the course and will allow you to actively participate in lectures and learning lab discussions, as well 

as being critical for all assessment components.  Please note that you are only responsible for the page numbers 

listed; other material will not be assessed, although you can certainly read it for interest, or use it in your essays. 

 

Online Lectures: The online lectures are optional though highly recommended, particularly if you’re struggling 

with understanding the concepts from the textbook.  The online lectures will discuss the key points of the 

textbook, focusing primarily on the learning objectives for the week.  If you think that you learn better by 

listening rather than reading, then you might focus more of your study time on these lectures and less on reading 

the textbook, although doing both is highly recommended. 

 

Learning Labs: These labs are the key portion of this course that make it a blended-model course.  They are 

designed for you to delve into key topics related to the course in much greater detail than the lecture allows for, 

through active learning activities and group discussion and group work with your peers.  Work will be collected 

in each learning lab and participation will be graded, effectively making attendance mandatory.  I hope that you 

will find these labs extremely interesting, informative, and stimulating. 

 

Online Content: Movies and other content related to both the lectures and the learning labs will be placed online 

in OnQ.  This material is material that you are responsible for, unless otherwise noted.   

 

 

Grading Policy 

http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies/psycgradingpolicy.html
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies.html
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Assessment Detail  

 

Online Weekly Quizzes (best 10 of 12-worth 10%): Students will have the opportunity to take 12 quizzes 

based on the main topics in the readings and other resources provided (for example, recordings, videos 

etc).  Weekly quizzes con

mailto:kelleyb@queensu.ca
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Moreover, if you miss the midterm for any reason, you will need to write the second essay to make up the 

grade.  Please see the assignments page for more information about these essays.   

 

Essay 1: Describe Piagetian theory and Sociocultural theory, and how the findings and tenets of these theories 

will apply to your future life as an educator, nurse, psychologist, or whatever your future career may be (if it is 

not one of these three, then please feel free to pick whichever one you want or whatever you think your career 

may be).  How would you use their findings to inform your practice with your students, patients, or clients?  

What aspects of these theories do you agree with and would therefore inform your practice and which do you 

disagree with and would therefore not apply to your practice?   

Final essay due October 13th all at 11:59 PM 

 

Essay 2: Interview your own parent(s) (you may interview one or both) about your development and use their 

answers to the assigned questions (assigned later), as well as others you come up with, to describe how your 

own development as it related to theory and research on 

mailto:kelleyb@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc251@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc251@queensu.ca


mailto:pscy251@queensu.ca
http://www.queensu.ca/registrar/currentstudents/exams/specialarrangements.html
mailto:exams@queensu.ca
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/home
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/home
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or online lectures it has a very good chance of being on the test.  And if something is covered in the book but is 

not covered in the lectures or learning labs, it is still fair game, but is definitely
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PSYC 251- Course Outline 

 

This outline will allow you to keep track of where we are in the course, what material you are responsible for 

that week, and give you the learning outcomes for each week and where these outcomes will be covered and 

where they will be assessed.  Blended courses may feel a little overwhelming at times-hopefully, this outline 

will make you feel a little less overwhelmed! 
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Week 3: Theories of Cognitive Development: September 25-29 

Learning Outcomes 

 

 Describe the major tenets of Piagetian, Information-Processing, Sociocultural, and Dynamic Systems 

Theories. L, OL, LL, T, O   Q, E, LL 

 Evaluate the major strengths and weaknesses of these theories. L, OL, LL,T Q, E, LL, P 

 Apply these theories to your own field.   LL,OL, L, T P 

 

Learning Resources  

 

Required: 

 Chapter 4 (all pages for both editions) 

 In-Person Lecture: Questions from Week 2 and Extensions for Week 3  

 Online Quiz for Week 3 

 Online Videos: 
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Week 4: Language and Symbolic Development: October 2-6 

 

Learning Outcomes  

 

 Distinguish the differences between language and communication. L, OL, T Q, E 

 Describe the major components of language and identify the early language milestones.  

L, OL, O, T  Q, E,  

 Compare the nativist position on language acquisition to current conceptions of language acquisition and 

discuss the importance of social communicative abilities. L, OL, LL, T  Q, E, LL 

 Describe the development of symbol use and understanding. T,OL   Q, E 

 

Learning Resources  

Required: 

 Chapter 6 (all pages for both editions) 

 In-Class Lecture: Questions from Week 3 and Extensions of Week 4 

 Online Quiz for Week 4 

 Online Videos: Janet Werker’s Speech Perception Experiment, Fast Mapping and Pragmatic Cues, 

Dual Representation 

 Online Milestones Chart from the Center for Disease Control 

 

Suggested: 

 Online Lectures for Week 3:  Language Components and Milestones, Theories of Language, Non-

linguistic Symbol Development 

 Online Videos: Baby Signs, The Wug Test 

 

Learning Labs 

Before coming to your learning lab this week, please read the required readings and read the information for 

Week 4’s Learning Lab. 

 

Learning Lab Activities: Interview of Piaget and Vygotsky; att-5(t)-4(i)-4(on for )Thed 
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Week 7: Theories of Social Development: October 23-27 

 

Learning Outcomes  

 

 List the major tenets of foundational theorists (Freud, Erikson, Watson, Skinner, & Bandura) and 

identify their impact on current theory.  T, OL, O  Q, E 

 Explain the major tenets of the current theories of social development: OL, T, L Q, E, LL, P 

o Dodge’s Information-Processing Theory 

o Dweck’s Theory of Self-Attributions and Achievement Motivations 

o Ethological and Evolutionary Theories (more broadly) 

o Bronfenbrenner’s Bio-ecological Model  

 Discriminate the various levels of Bronfenbrenner’s model and explain their bidirectional effects on the 

developing child. OL, T, LL, L, O  Q, E, LL, P 

 

Learning Resources  

Required: 

 Chapter 9 (all pages with particular focus on pp. 382-412) 

 In-Person Lecture: Questions from Week 6 and Extensions of Week 7  

 Online quiz for Week 7 

 Online Videos: Albert Bandura’s Bobo Doll Experiment 

 ADHD Case Studies for Learning Lab (if you haven’t read them already) 

 

Suggested: 

 

 Online Lectures: Foundational The� ef࠰rୠՠ Information



15 

 

Week 8: Family and Peer Relationships: October 30-November 3 

 

Note: You should be interviewing your parents this week.  

  

Learning Outcomes  

 

 Describe Baumrind’s four parenting styles and explain why the authoritative parenting is best, at least in 

the WEIRD culture. L, T, OL, LL  Q, E, LL 

 Interpret the developmental outcomes of the various parenting styles. L, OL, T  Q, E, LL 

 Compare and contrast the ‘average’ family of today to the ‘average’ family of 50-75 years ago.            

LL, OL, T Q, E, LL 

 Diagram the development of friendship and contrast the factors contributing to friendship across the 

course of development from toddlerhood to late adolescence. T, OL  Q, E,  

 Evaluate the importance of parents on children’s social competence.  OL, T Q, E,  

Learning Resources 

Required: 

 Chapter 12 pp. 509-531 (5th ed.) or pp. 472-498 (4th ed.) 

 Chapter 13 pp. 550-565 and pp. 581-584 (5th ed.) or pp. 513-526 and 545-540 (4th ed.) 

 In-
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Week 10: Attachment and the Development of the Self: November 13-17 

 

Note: Paper #2 Due Friday, November 17th at 11:59 pm-submit to Turnitin through OnQ 
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Week 11: Moral Development: November 20-24 

 

Learning Outcomes  
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Week 12: Gender Development: November 27-December 1 

 

Learning Outcomes  

 

 Define the terms ‘sex’ versus ‘gender’ L, OL, T,   E 

 Compare and contrast the major theories on gender development. L, OL, T, O Q, E,  

 Ascertain the biological and social influences on gender development. L,T  Q, E,  

 Evaluate the statement that the differences within the sexes are greater than the differences between 

them L, OL, T,  Q, E,  

 

Learning Resources 

 

Required: 

 Chapter 15 (all pages for both editions) 

 In-Person Lecture: Questions from Week 11 and Extension of Week 12  

 Online Quiz for Week 12 

 

Suggested: 

 Online Lectures: Sex vs. Gender, Theories of Gender Development, Biological and Social Influences, 

Are There Really Innate Sex Differences? 

 

 

Learning Labs 

 

Before coming to your learning lab this week, please read the required readings and read the information for 

Week 12’s Learning Lab. 

 

Learning Lab Activity- Build the perfect child  

 

 


