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Course Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to the interdisciplinary field of comparative cognition 
for undergraduate students with an interest in the evolution and function of cognitive 
processes across animal species.  Through a combination of in-class lectures, in-class group 
activities, textbook reading, and online activities, topics such as memory, navigation, 
decision-making, theory of mind, prosocial behaviour, and communication will be 
discussed.  With successful completion of this course, students will have a fundamental 
knowledge base that will promote critical thinking outside of the classroom as well as 
support learning in advanced psychology, biology, and neuroscience courses. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
With successful completion of Psyc
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will remain open for 24 hours.  Check the course timeline for specific details of the dates 
and times for each quiz.  At the completion of the term, the lowest quiz mark will be 
dropped and a final cumulative mark on the remaining 10 quizzes will constitute 10% of 
the final grade. 
 
Midterm Exam  (20%) 
All students are required to write an in-class midterm exam, worth 20% of their final mark.  
The midterm exam material will cover the first 5 modules of the course, with questions 
based on both the lectures and assigned textbook.  The exam will include multiple-choice 
and both short (1-2 paragraphs) and long (5-6 paragraphs) answer questions.  There are 
no re-writes for the midterm exam.  Students who miss the midterm exam will write a final 
exam worth 50% of their mark. 
 
Final Exam (30%) 
All students are required to write a 3-hour final exam, worth 30% of their final mark, that 
will be scheduled during the end of term exam period.  The final exam material will cover 
the entire course, with questions based on both the lectures and the assigned textbook.  
The exam will include multiple-choice and both short answer (approximately 1 paragraph 
of 3-5 sentences) and long answer (approximately 2-4 paragraphs) questions.   
 
Group Activities (20%) 
All students are required to participate in the weekly group activity sessions.  Participation 
in these group activities will be evaluated as follows: 
 
Pre-meeting on-line activities (5%) 
For five of the modules of the course, students will participate in on-line polls, questions, or 
short activities related to the topics in that module.  See the course timeline for specific 
dates of these activities.  One mark will be allotted for completion of each pre-meeting on-
line activity. 
 
Group preparation of review 
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Writing plan (5%) 
Each student will prepare a writing plan for their paper that is due later in the term.  (See 
the course timeline for specific dates.)  The writing plan should include the subject of the 
paper as well as an outline for the main topics to be discussed.  Read the document on 
Science Communication: Written Assignment for specific requirements of this assignment.  
The writing plans, submitted on line, will be evaluated (anonymously) by three other 
students in the class.  These marks will be averaged to yield a final mark of 5% for this 
assignment.  Students will only receive their mark for the writing plan if they submit 
evaluations of the writing plans assigned to them.   
 
Paper (10%) 
Each paper will be assessed, by the TA and/or instructor, using the criteria for successful 
popular science writing, as discussed during the active learning sessions.  Read the 
document on Science Communication: Written Assignment for specific requirements of this 
assignment.   
 
Evaluation of Peer Review (5%) 
Each student will read and provide anonymous feedback on papers written by three other 
students.  The feedback, submitted on-line, specifically asks students to comment on the 
strengths and weaknesses of each paper, according to the criteria for successful popular 
science writing discussed in class.  The reviews will include comments, but students will 
not be providing a mark for other students’ papers.  Each student will submit three peer 
reviews: these peer reviews will be marked by the TA and/or Instructor. Students who do 
not submit peer reviews will not receive a mark for this portion of the paper assignment. 
 
Note on Peer Review in this course 
Within the grading scheme described above, a total of 10% of a student’s final mark is 
based on how evaluation from other students in the class: 5% for group participation and 
5% for peer evaluation of the paper writing plan.  An additional 5% of a student’s final 
mark is based the Instructor/TA’s evaluation of his/her review of three other students’ 
papers.   
 
Note on Late Assignments 
Deadlines for all assignments are listed on the course timeline.  READ THIS CAREFULLY.  
All assignments for this course are submitted on-line.  Students should be familiar with the 
submission process for each assignment in advance of the assignment deadline.  Students 
are responsible for ensuring effective internet connection in order to participate in the 
course and to submit assignments.  A late penalty of 10% per day (including weekends) 
will be applied to all late assignments. 
 
Policy on Exams: 
According to university regulations, students must be available to write scheduled exams at 
any time during the official examination period, as well as during any scheduled class.  
Requests to write a make-up exam because of conflicting activities (e.g., travel plans, 
volunteer work) will NOT be accommodated, except under extraordinary circumstances 
and with appropriate documentation.  Students are advised to wait until the final exam 
schedules are posted before making any travel arrangements. 
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Students who cannot write an exam during the final exam period due to a serious, 
extenuating circumstance must be available to write a deferred exam during the 
Psychology 

http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies.html
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies.html
http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/ds/students/accommodations.htm
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Module Reading Date 
Pre-Meeting Online 

Activity 
Class Meeting Post-Meeting Activity 

5 Chapter 5 

Oct. X, 2015 

Quiz #5
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Section 
Meeting 

Online activity: Categorization Group Activity 8: Measuring 
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Section 
Meeting 

 Group Activity 12: Group 
activity ‘create your own 
animal’.  

Peer evaluation of group 
participation 

 


