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SYLLABUS 

PSYC215: SENSATI ON AND PERCEPTI ON

complex relations between the physical world of light and sound, and the subjective experience of objects and events. 
Topics include a short history of the field and a summary of the methodology of psychophysics, which is then followed 
by a thorough discussion of the mechanisms underlying touch, somatosensation, the chemical senses, hearing, and 
vision. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Instructor: Sophie Kenny 

Room:  4th Floor Fleming Hall, Jemmet Wing (Biomotion Lab) 

Phone:  1 (613) 533-6383 

E-mail:  kenny.s@queensu.ca 

Office hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm 

Instructor: Séamas Weech 
Room:  4th Floor Fleming Hall, Jemmet Wing (Biomotion Lab)  

Phone:  1 (613) 533-6383 

E-mail: seamas.weech@queensu.ca 

Office hours: Thursdays 2-4pm 

Teaching Assistant: Tom Reid 

E-mail : 8tar@queensu.ca 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

This course is an introduction to how we make sense of sensory input – our only source of information about the world. 

We will: 

 explore how sensation differs from perception; 

 investigate different theoretical traditions that have attempted to account for perceptual phenomena; 

 survey the methods that are used to study sensation and perception; 

 

emphasized. Throughout, we assume that the goal of perception is 

behaviour. Perception is our only means of extracting information from the environment, allowing us to experience the 

discrete objects, people and events “out in the world” that drive our be haviour. 
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REQUEST FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION  

If you need academic accommodation for the final exam or special classroom arrangements please visit Queen's 

Disability Service at http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/ds/students/accommodations.html  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

Academic integrity is constituted by the five core fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility (see http://www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, nurturing and sustaining 
of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed 

through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the 

intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities at 

http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senateandtrustees/principlespriorities.html).  

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity and for 

ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is 

available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-
calendars/2011-2012-calendar/academic- regulations/regulation-1), on the Arts and Science website (see 

http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity), and from the instructor of this course. 

Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, facilitat ion, forgery and 

falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of 

these matters, actions which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions that can range from a 
warning or the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the 

university.  

COPYRIGHT OF COURSE MATERIALS  

This material is copyrighted and is for the sole use of students registered in PSYC 215. This material shal l not be 

distributed or disseminated to anyone other than students registered in this course. Failure to abide by these conditions 

is a breach of copyright, and may also constitute a breach of academic integrity under the University Senate’s Academic 

Integrity Policy Statement.  

 


