COGNITIVE AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Psychology 352, Fall 2013 Instructor: Dr. Stanka Fitneva
Queen’s University Email: fitneva@queensu.ca

Office hours: Monday 1-2pm, H349
M: 11:30-13:00
Th: 13:00-14:30 TA: Jacqueline Chin

Email: 8jc76@queensu.ca
Office hours: TBA

Introduction and Overview

Children perceive, consider, and explain the world in ways that are sometimes similar, and sometimes
radically dissimilar to that of adults. Where there are similarities, particularly similarities can be seen in
infants, we gain insight into how the human mind has evolved to understand the world. Dissimilarities, in
contrast, flag the areas in which idiosyncratic experience, culture, and biological maturation play their roles
in shaping how we come to think the way we do. The goal of this course is to provide an overview of the
basic scientific enterprise of understanding the developmental origins of human cognition and language,
and the mechanisms that cause change over the childhood period.

Structure of the Course

Following the structure of the textbook, we will first survey the field from a theoretical perspective that uses
examples from research to illustrate how particular theoretical mechanisms might work. Following this, we
will survey a number of broad domains research on cognitive and language development. Throughout

Psyc 352, p. 1


mailto:fitneva@queensu.ca

The in-

Psyc 352, p. 2


https://qwa.queensu.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=hmmIkHyl_Uu6w8awx4mzUejcKdXYdNAIcNGmlFbFpprA5F58jeO1yI3P1QCZy99lyyiVCW6OsMc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.queensu.ca%2fhcds%2fds%2f



http://www.economist.com/debate/days/view/630
http://www.economist.com/debate/days/view/630

‘ 9

‘ Monday, November 4
Thursday, November 7

Conceptual Development
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