Psychology 457-Atypical Development
Watson Hall, Room 401; Tuesday 1-2:30, Thursday 11:30-1

Professor: Dr. Beth Kelley

Office: Room 351 Humphrey

Office Hours: Tuesday 2:30-3:30, Wednesday 1-2 or by appointment
E-mail: kelleyb@queensu.ca

(Please put your full name and Psych 457 in the subject line of the e-mail)

Course Description

One way to better understand typical developmental processes is to examine cases of development
gone awry. Although we will be studying what are considered to be clinical disorders in this class, the focus
will be on how development has proceeded in an atypical manner in children with developmental disorders.
Thus, we will maintain a developmental focus, and continue to refer back to typical developmental processes
throughout the class (which is why Developmental Psychology is a pre-requisite for this course). In the first
section we will discuss what we mean by atypical development and how gaining a better understanding of
atypical development allows us to better understand typical development and vice versa. We will then cover
five developmental disorders in greater detail: Specific Language Impairment, Down Syndrome, Williams
Syndrome, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, and Autism Spectrum Disorder.

As is typical of a fourth-year seminar, the good bit of the class-
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2. Attendance and participation-worth 15%. You will be expected to attend every class and be engaged
in the discussion on discussion days. | know this is not always easy to do, but it is certainly not
impossible! In the past | have actually taken attendance and made check marks for people every time
that they contributed to a discussion, but | found that this led to people just agreeing with what had
already been said, just for the sake of getting a check mark. Thus, this mark will be more of a holistic
one (though I will take attendance at the beginning, more so that | can get to know your names more
than anything else). Thus, if you miss a couple of classes but contribute substantially to the
discussion on all the discussion days, your mark will remain a good one. | know that not everyone
feels comfortable speaking up in class, so if you attend every class and only make the occasional
substantial comment, your mark will also remain good. | will try to remain as fair as possible with
this mark, and have attendance and participation weigh on it equally.

3. Oral presentation-worth 35%. Toward the end of the semester we will have presentation days in
which each student will present on a topic for approximately 20-22 minutes each, leaving some time
for questions and thus there will be three presentations each class. In the past | have had people do
group presentations, but I think that sometimes this leads to unequal amounts of work and students
getting equal grades for much less work put in. In the past | also have given articles to the students to
have them present them-some people did a really good job of tying these articles into the larger
literature and others didn’t so that the class would learn a whole lot about a few specific articles, but
not a lot about the topic at hand. So this year | would like you to do your own research on the topic
and present it to the class.

4. Research proposal-worth 40%-1 would like you to propose a research study related to some area
discussed in class (you are allowed AND encouraged to write on what you have presented on-that
way you will have a lot of the background done already). You should write this paper in APA
format. Basically your paper needs to contain an Introduction (with a review of similar research
conducted in this area and a justification for why your study needs to be done), a Methods section
(with a very clear description of the populations you would test, the materials you would use to test
them, and the procedure you would use to test them), and a section entitled “Expected Findings and
Discussion” in which you discuss what you expect you would find and what contributions it would
make to the field. A more thoroughly fleshed out description of this assignment is provided on
Moodle. Once again it is recommended that you start to think about a possible research project early
in the semester-again, | highly suggest that you do something at least somewhat related to your
presentation topic. | also STRONGLY suggest that you come to at least one of my office hours to
discuss your ideas-1 will be more than happy to discuss these issues with you and steer you in a good
direction.



Grading Summary

Discussion topics/questions-10% due by 9 a.m. discussion class days
Attendance and Participation 15%

Class Presentation 35%

Research Proposal 40% due December 17™ at midnight

CLASS SCHEDULE

September 10
Introduction to class,



October 8- General Overview of Williams syndrome

Mervis, C. B., Morris, C. A., Bertrand, J., & Robinson, B. F. (1999). Williams syndrome: Findings from
an integrated program of research. In H. Tager-Flusberg (Ed.) Neurodevelopmental disorders.
(pp.65-110). Cambridge, MA: MIT. ONLY READ UP TO P. 99

Semel, E., & Rosner, S. R. (2003) Understanding Williams Syndrome: Behavioral Patterns and
Interventions (Chapter 2 pp.15-58). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum

October 10- General Overview of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
Barkley, R. A. (1997). Behavioral inhibition, sustained attention, and executive functions: Constructing a
unifying theory of ADHD. Psychological Bulletin, 121, 65-94.

Castellanos, F. X., & Tannock, R. (2002). Neuroscience of Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder: The
search for endophenotypes. Nature Reviews, Neuroscience, 3, 617-628.

Nigg, J. T. (2010). Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder: Endophenotypes,structure, and etiological
pathways. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 19, 24-29.

October 15-General Overview of Autism Spectrum Disorder
Volkmar, F. R., Lord, C., Bailey, A., Schultz, R. T., & Klin, A. (2004). Autism and pervasive
developmental disorders. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 45, 135-170.




November 19- Autism Spectrum Disorder Presentation Day One
Topics: 1) Language Development 2) Executive Function Difficulties  3) Academics

November 21-Autism Spectrum Disorder Presentation Day Two
Topics: 1) Early Social Inattention  2) Theory of Mind 3) Social Cognition in Adolescence

November 26-Autism Spectrum Disorder Presentation Day Three
Topics: 1) Weak Central Coherence 2) Friendships 3) Bullying

November 28-Discussion Day on Presentations from Nov., 19", 215, and 26"

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is constituted by the five core fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect and
responsibility (see http://www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, nurturing and
sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the
values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of
ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities:
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/senate/policies/princpri/).

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity and
for ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of academic integrity. See Academic
Regulation 1 Academic Integrity of the Arts & Science Calendar:
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations.

Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery
and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the
seriousness of these matters, actions which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions
that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a
requirement to withdraw from the university.



