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Calendar	  Description	  
	  
The	  evolution	  and	  function	  of	  cognition	  across	  species,	  ranging	  from	  invertebrates	  
to	  humans.	  	  Topics	  include	  perception,	  attention,	  associate	  mechanisms,	  
categorization,	  decision	  making	  and	  memory.	  	  Each	  will	  be	  examined	  from	  a	  
comparative	  and	  biological	  perspective.	  	  Laboratory	  exercises	  complement	  topics	  to	  
be	  covered	  in	  the	  lectures.	  	  	  

Course	  Objectives	  
	  
This	  course	  provides	  an	  introduction	  to	  the	  field	  of	  comparative	  cognition.	  	  It	  begins	  
with	  an	  historical	  view	  of	  the	  field,	  emphasizing	  the	  synergy	  of	  different	  disciplines,	  
both	  in	  terms	  of	  theoretical	  foundations	  and	  methodological	  tools.	  	  The	  lectures,	  
reading	  material	  and	  laboratory	  exercises	  all	  emphasize	  the	  same	  principles.	  	  These	  
include	  an	  understanding	  of:	  
	  

-‐	  



Readings	  and	  Lectures



	  
Students	  may	  opt	  to	  write	  the	  final	  exam	  even	  if	  they	  have	  completed	  3	  



	  
Students	  are	  responsible	  for	  familiarizing	  themselves	  with	  the	  regulations	  
concerning	  academic	  integrity	  and	  for	  ensuring	  that	  their	  assignments	  conform	  to	  
the	  principles	  of	  academic	  integrity.	  	  Information	  on	  academic	  integrity	  is	  available	  
in	  the	  Arts	  and	  Science	  Calendar	  (see	  Academic	  Regulation	  1	  
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-‐calendars/2012-‐2013-‐
calendar/academic-‐	  regulations/regulation-‐1),	  on	  the	  Arts	  and	  Science	  website	  (see	  
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-‐integrity),	  and	  
from	  the	  instructor	  of	  this	  course.	  Departures	  from	  academic	  integrity	  include	  
plagiarism,	  use	  of	  unauthorized	  materials,	  facilitation,	  forgery	  and	  falsification,	  and	  
are	  antithetical	  to	  the	  development	  of	  an	  academic	  community	  at	  Queen's.	  	  Given	  the	  
seriousness	  of	  these	  matters,	  actions	  which	  contravene	  the	  regulation	  on	  academic	  
integrity	  carry	  sanctions	  that	  can	  range	  from	  a	  warning	  or	  the	  loss	  of	  grades	  on	  an	  
assignment	  to	  the	  failure	  of	  a	  course	  to	  a	  requirement	  to	  withdraw	  from	  the	  
university.	  
	  
Copyright	  of	  Course	  Material	  
	  
All	  of	  the	  course	  material	  is	  for	  the	  sole	  use	  of	  students	  registered	  in	  PSYC	  205.	  This	  
material	  shall	  not	  be	  distributed	  or	  disseminated	  to	  anyone	  other	  than	  students	  
registered	  in	  this	  course.	  	  Failure	  to	  abide	  by	  these	  conditions	  is	  a	  breach	  of	  
copyright,	  and	  may	  also	  constitute	  a	  breach	  of	  academic	  integrity	  under	  the	  
University	  Senate’s	  Academic	  Integrity	  Policy	  Statement.	  
	  
Grading	  Method	  
	  
All	  components	  of	  this	  course	  will	  receive	  letter	  grades	  which,	  for	  purposes	  of	  



D-‐	   52	  
F48	  (F+)	   48	  
F24	  (F)	   24	  
F0	  (0)	   0	  

	  



	  
	  

Lecture	  Schedule	  
	  
Sept.	  11th	   	   	   Chapter	  1:	  History	  of	  Comparative	  Cognition	  
	  
Sept.	  18th	   	   	   Chapter	  2:	  Sensory	  Systems	  
	  
Sept.	  25th	  	   	   	   TEST	  1	  /	  Discussion	  of	  Labs	  
	  
Oct.	  2nd	  	   	   	   Chapter	  3:	  Memory	  
	  
Oct.	  9th	   	   	   Chapter	  4:	  Associative	  Processes	  
	  
Oct.	  16th	  	   	   	   TEST	  2	  	  
	  
Oct.	  23rd	  	   	   	   Chapter	  5:	  Orientation	  and	  Navigation	  
	  
Oct.	  30th	  	   	   	   Chapter	  6:	  Timing	  and	  Counting	  	  
	  
Nov.	  6th	   	   	   TEST	  3	  /	  Discussion	  of	  Oral	  Presentations	  
	  
Nov.	  13th	   	   	   Chapter	  7:	  Choice	  and	  Decision	  Making	  
	  
Nov.	  20th	   	   	   Chapter	  9:	  Categorization	  and	  Concept	  Formation	  
	  
Nov.	  27th	   	   	   TEST	  4	  /	  USAT	  
	  
	  


