
PSYC 300:  Advanced Experimental Psychol ogy 
2012-2013 

 
Fall Term Instructor:  Winter Term Instructor:   
Jill A. Jacobson  TBA 
Email:  jill.jacobson@queensu.ca   
Office:  Craine 318   
Office Hours:  Open door or by appoi nt ment at  
htt p://jacobson.calendarspot s.c om   
 
 Head Teaching Assistant: 
 Rachael Bosma 
 Email:  



i nformation on selected topi c s.  As in PSYC 100, this message board is intended only as a forum for post i ng questi ons 
and discus s ing topic s related to the PSYC 300 cour se material.  Messages pertaini ng to i nappropriate topi c s li ke mark 
changes, course complaints, or subjects unrelated to PSYC 300 content will be deleted, and if those messages are 
deemed harassing, abusive, or insulti ng, discipli nary action wi ll be taken.   (Please also see the secti on below labeled 
“Civil it y Clause.”)    

Because students’ questi ons tend to be simi lar, please post your queries in the appropriate Moodle forum 
rather than emailing the Head TA or the instructor  directly.  The Head TA  and the instr uct or  wi ll check the 
forums regula rly and wil l respond to your questi ons there.  This way everyone in the class has access to the same 
information.  If you do email questi ons that sh ould have been posted on Moodle , your email will be retur ned 
unanswered or you will be directed to Moodle  for the reply.     

 
Lectures  

Two 90- minute lectures are scheduled for each week.   A short qui z on the lecture material will be available for 24 
hour s followi ng each lecture.  Typically qui zzes are used for eva luative pur poses; however, the  qui zzes  in thi s c ourse  are  
stri ct l y  to help the students learn the material.  M ultiple studies have shown that test -enhanced learning (TEL)  increases  
students’ retenti on of the cour se material and yields  statisti cally significant impr ovements in exam performance (e.g., 
Hat tikudur & Postle, 2011; McDaniel, Roediger, & McDermot t, 2007).  You will be given credit rather than a mark for 
having completed the qui z, and these point s wil l cont ribute to your parti ci pation mark, whi ch is wort h 15% of your final 
grade.   To further enc ourage students to take advantage of this opport unit y to enhance their understanding of the cour se 
material and maintain a regular review of the concepts covered in class rather than relyi ng on crammi ng at the end, a 
random sample of the questi ons from the  qui zzes will be incl uded on the fall and winter exams.  



Laboratories  
All labs are held in Humphrey Hall Room 219 and will begin during the 2 nd  week of each term .  No lab me etings  will 

be held during the  last  two weeks of the semester .  Laboratories will focus on: 1) writi ng; 2) statisti cal exerci ses with 



http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1


experimental design .  However,  it must invol ve  at least  two predict ors or independent variables, so that an interacti on or 
mediation can be assessed.  In other words, to address your Project 2 research question, you wil l be limi ted to one or more 
of the followi ng statist ical techni ques covered during the Winter term: factorial wit hi n - or between -subjects ANOVA, 
ANCOVA, or MANOVA; mixed -design  ANOVA; moderated or mediated regressi on ; or logi sti c regressi on .  As with 
Project 1, before groups can begin collecti ng the data for their studies, the instr uc tor first must approve the  proposal.  
Alt hough the study is designed and col lected by a group, each student wil l submit an individually wri tten proposal duri ng 
the 5 th  week of the Winter term.  Groups wi l l have an oppor t unit y to gain feedback on their ideas during the lab meeting 
the 4 th  week of the Winter term.  You  also will be responsible for providing peer reviews on two proposals randoml y 
assigned to you via Turnit in.  The proposal and peer reviews of two other students’ proposals will be marked by the TAs, 
and the average mark wil l be worth 5% of your final grade.    
 
Evaluation  

You  are responsible for all lecture and laboratory material and all cor responding material in the texts and on Moodle .  
You  are expected to wri te all exams as scheduled and submit projects and lab work  on the indicat ed due date. Excepti ons 
wi l l be made only under relevant cir c ums tances and when appropr iate, wri tten documentation is supplied.  P enalties will 
be applied to late projects  and proposals . 

Re-Marking.  If you believe that an error was made in grading one of your exams , lab work , or project papers, you 
must  co mplete the re- mark form available for downl oad from Moodle .  Exams should be submit ted to the Head TA  who 
wil l reassess onl y the item (s ) in dispute , and writ ten assignments should be submitted to the inst r uc t or  who wi l l remark 
the entire paper .  On the form, you must specify the nature of the error and, if necessary, support i ng documentation to 
defend your posi ti on.  The re -mark wil l stand as the final mark  even if it is lower . 

 
Grading Scheme 

EXAM TOTAL 3 Exams  45% 
PROJECT TOTAL 2 Projects , 2 Proposal s , 4 Peer Reviews  40% 
PARTICIPATION TOTAL  Quizzes, lab work, etc.     15% 
GRAND TOTAL  100% 

 
Grading Method 

In thi s course, some compo nents will be graded using numerical percentage marks.  Other components wi l l 
receive letter grades, whi ch for purposes of calculating your course average wil l be translated into numerical 
equi valents usi ng the Facult y of Arts and Science approved scale:  

  
Arts & Science Letter Grade Input Scheme 

Assignment mark Numerical value for 
calculation of final mark 

A+ 93 
A 87 
A- 82 
B+ 78 
B 75 
B- 72 
C+ 68 
C 65 
C- 62 
D+ 58 
D 55 
D- 52 
F48 (F+) 48 
F24 (F) 24 
F0 (0) 0 

 
 



Your cour se average will then be converted to a final letter grade according to Queen’s Official Grade Conversi on 
Scale:  

 

Grade 
Numerical 
Course Average 
(Range) 

A+ 90-100 
A 85-89 
A- 80-84 
B+ 77-79 
B 73-76 
B- 70-72 
C+ 67-69 
C 63-66 
C- 60-62 
D+ 57-59 
D 53-56 
D- 50-52 
F 49 and below  

 
 

Schedule of Important Dates 
 

Date 
 

Event 
Grade 

% 
 

Location 
 

Time 
September 12 -14, 2012 Labs Cancelled  -- -- -- 
September 21, 2012  Last day to request lab change  -- 
-



Academic Integrity 
Academic integrit y is cons ti t uted by the five core fundamental values of honesty, trust , fairness, respect and 

respons ibilit y (see www.academici ntegrit y.org). These values are central to the building, nurt uri ng , and sustaini ng of an 
academic communi t y in whi c h all members of the communi t y wi l l thr i ve. Adherence to the values expressed throug h 
academic integri t y forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquir y and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life 
of the Universit y (see the Senate Report on Princi ples and Priori ties 
htt p://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/poli cies/senateandtrustees /pri nci plespr i or it ies.html).  

Students are responsible for familiarizi ng themselves wit h the regulations concerning academic integrit y and for 
ensuri ng that their assignments conform to the pri nci ples of academic integrit y. Information on academic integri t y is 
available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-
calendars/2011- 2012-calendar/academic- regulations/regulation -1), on the Arts and Science website (see 
htt p://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/un dergraduate/academic -integri t y), and from the inst r uc t or of this cour se. 
Departures from academic integrit y include plagiarism, use of unauthor i zed materials, facilitation, forgery and 
falsification, and are antit hetical to the development of an academic communi t y at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these 
matters, actions that  cont ravene the regulation on academic integri t y carry sanct ions that can range from a warning or the 
loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requi rement to wi t hdraw from the uni versit y.  

 
Civility Clause 

The teaching assistants and inst r uct or s  do not take any joy in seeing you perform poor l y, and the requirements of this 
cour se were designed to impr ove your ski l ls  and better prepare you for future challenges , no t antagoni ze you.  Thus we  
need not have an adversarial relations hi p , nor should we be subjected to a hosti le wor k  envi r onment .  To thi s end, it is  
cour se pol ic y that everyone be treated with mut ual respect  and civi li t y .  You  are free to question the  views  offered in this 
cour se and to come to their own concl usi ons  about debatable issues.   We welcome and encourage such cri ti cal thi nki ng . 
However, you  do need to demonst rate respect for diversit y incl uding  ideas and approaches that differ from your  own 
person al preferences or prior learning experiences .  Also, during class time, please be respectful of the other students, and 
the inst r uc t or ’s or TA’s obligation to cover the cour se  material wit hi n the allot ted time.  If your question is not answered 
to your sat isfaction on the first attempt, please accept the instr uct or’ s or TA’s need  to resume wit h the lecture or tut or ial 



NOTE: Students who do not write the make -up exam are advised to drop the cour se. If you  cannot wri te the  makeup 
exam due to a serious extenuating cir cums tance for which you  can provide new documentation, you  will either be 
granted a second deferral by the inst r uc t or or be suppor ted in an  appeal to drop the course after the deadline though 
this decisi on rests wit h the Associate Dean (Studies).   
 
Travel during exams  

According to uni versi t y regulations, students are expected to be available to write scheduled exams at any time 
duri ng the official December and April examination periods as well as duri ng any scheduled class times. Requests to 
wri te a make -up exam because of conflicting travel plans (e.g. , flight booki ngs) or requests to miss an in- class exam 
due to other plans wil l NOT be considered except under extraordinary circ ums tances. Students are advised to wait 
unt il the exam schedules are posted before making any travel arrangements.  
 
Accommodation after the fact  

Once a student has wri tten an exam or submitted an assignment, he or she  may not subsequentl y be granted 
accommodation such as being offered a second oppor tuni t y to write the exam or assignment or have it count for less 
than ori gi nally specified in the cour se syl labus (reweighted). Students who cannot perform to the best of their abilit i es 
due a serious, extenuating cir c ums tance must inform their inst ruc tor before attemp t i ng an exam or completing a 
cour se to arrange appropr iate accommodation. Appeals to change a grade after the fact must be made to the Associate 
Dean (Studies) and will be  supported by the D epartment onl y in excepti onal circ ums tances.   
 

 
Special Note about Admission to the Final Year of Honors and PSYC 501 

Contrary to popular belief or what you may be accustomed to from previous years of the psychol ogy major, admissi on 
to t he final year of honors is not limi ted, and PSYC 300 is not a cut cour se.  That is, your rank relative to the other 
students in this course will not determi ne your admission int o the final year of the psychol ogy major.  Everyone in PSYC 
300 can be admitted .  You just need to get a mini mu m mark of 65% in thi s cour se plus an average of 70% or more in all 
of your PSYC classes and in PSYC 202, 203, and 300 combined.  For both of the latter cri teria, your PSYC 300 grade is 
just one of several marks used in the c alculations, and it is not wort h more than any of the other grades.  So if you str uggle 
wit h the material in thi s cour se, do not despair.  You could make up for it by doing well in your other PSYC classes.  

Although admission to the final year of honors is not limi ted, constraint s may be placed on the number of students in 
the thesis cour se, PSYC 501, because that class is dependent upon the number of professors who are available to be 
supervi sor s in a given year as well as the number of students each profes sor is wil li ng to accept.  Again though please 
keep in mind that if limitations must be made, this decisi on wil l not be based on your PSYC 300 grade alone.  To enroll in 
PSYC 501, you need to satisfy the criteria above for admissi on to honor s, but your ave rage in all of your PSYC courses 
now must be at least 75%.  If enough professors are wil li ng to take all the students who are interested in doing a thesis, 
then everyone who qualifies gets to do one.  If there are not enough supervi sor s, then the ranking w i ll be determi ned by 
your overall PSYC average.  In other words, if space is limi ted, admission to PSYC 501 absolutely and posit i vely will 
NOT be determi ned by just your mark in PSYC 300 or even your average in PSYC 202, 203, and 300.  Your grade in 
PSYC 300 will be only one of many in the calculation.  

Finally, even if you are not admitted to PSYC 501 , you stil l can complete the cour ses requi red for your honor s degree 
(non- thesis opt ion) if you have passed PSYC 300 (i.e., earn a mark of 50% or higher).  The  awarding of any Bachelor's 
degree in the Facult y of Arts & Science, however, is conditi onal upon receivi ng an overall average of 60% as well as an 
average of 60% in the courses requi red for your PSYC concentration.   

My hope is thi s information will ease some of the stress you might be feeling about thi s cour se.  So good luck, wor k 
hard in all of your courses, and let’s have a good year!  

 
 
 
 


