
Developmental Psycholinguistics 
 
Psyc 452, Fall 2022 
 
Instructor: Dr. Stanka A. Fitneva 
E-mail: fitneva@queensu.ca 
Office Hours: Thursday 2:30-3:30 in H349 or on 
Teams; also by appointment 

Class meetings in Humphrey 223: 
Monday 11:30 – 1:00 
Thursday 1:00 – 2:30 

 
 
Course Description  
This seminar focuses on the human ability to produce and comprehend language and the development of 
this ability. Using original empirical articles, the participants in the seminar will examine topics like 
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Heritage language module (28%) 
In the first part of the term, we will use the book Memory Speaks by Julie Sedivy to develop group 
presentations. We will then use the presentation to develop products that can serve our community. 
Specifically, we will be working with Immigrant Services Kingston and Area to identify and meet a need 
they have. Examples of the ‘products’ we develop for them include a presentation, brochure, web page, 
etc. Your work will be assessed based on your preparation and participation (journal, participation below) 
as well as the quality of the outputs (group presentation, community project).  
 
The second part of the term is organized around 5 modules and feature more individual work. 
 
Reflection papers (RP; 16%).  Each module will begin with a discussion of a general or a classic paper 
introducing the topic. To prepare for discussion, everybody has to post a “reflection paper” on the readings 
to the module’s Discussion Board. The deadline for posting those is noon on the Sunday before the class 
discussion meeting. You should begin your RP with a clear summary of the points in the paper you are 
discussing (see the Rubric). Your discussion of those points may consist of 1) applications of the findings 
in the readings to the real world, 2) whether the questions posed by the researchers are answered to your 
satisfaction, 3) connections with other research you know about, 4) any ideas you have for extending the 
research presented in the paper, etc. Reflection papers will be graded 0 –
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development of research proposal ideas. Individual posts and responses will not be graded. Rather, I 
expect at a minimum 4 posts (200-350 words each). 
 
Grading method 
Unless otherwise stated, course components will be graded using numerical percentag
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Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students experiencing 
extenuating circumstances. For more information, please see the Senate Policy on Academic 
Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances. 
    
Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in dealing with 
requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating circumstances.  Arts and Science 
undergraduate students can find the Faculty of Arts and Science protocol and the portal where a request 
can be submitted. Students in other Faculties and Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to 
the protocol for their home Faculty. 
 
For guidance on submitting requests, please see refer to the Resource Guides available on the 
Academic Consideration website under “Applying for Academic Consideration.” 
 
N.B: The COVID-19 pandemic is an evolving situation. If you have symptoms or are deemed a close 
contact of someone with COVID, please access our COVID-Related Absence Reference Guide on the 
Academic Consideration website. This guide will provide you with information on applying for 
consideration, the types of documentation (including non-medical documentation) you can use to support 
your request, as well as insight into how the Faculty office will assess these requests.   
 
If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you will be required to provide the following 
name and email address to ensure it reaches our team accordingly: 

Instructor/Coordinator Name: Stanka Fitneva 
Instructor/Coordinator email address: fitneva@queensu.ca 

 
Students are encouraged to submit requests as soon as the need becomes apparent and to contact their 
Professors/Course Coordinators as soon as possible once Consideration has been verified. Any delay in 
contact may limit the Consideration options available. Please follow up with me using email within 2 
days of receiving verification of your Consideration request.  
 
For more information on the Academic Consideration process, what is and is not an extenuating 
circumstance, and to submit an Academic Consideration request, please see our website.  
 
Academic Integrity 
Queen’s students, faculty, administrators and staff all have responsibilities for upholding the fundamental 
values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and courage. These values 
are central to the building, nurturing, and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of 
the community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a 
foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the 
University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity 
and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles of academic 
integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic 
Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website, and from the instructor of this course. Departures from 
academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery, use of forged 
materials, contract cheating, unauthorized use of intellectual property, unauthorized collaboration, failure 
to abide by academic rules, departure from the core values of academic integrity, and falsification, and are 
antithetical to the development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these 
matters, actions which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions appropriate to the 
severity of the departure that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an assignment to the 
failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 
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Turnitin 
This course uses Turnitin, a third-party application that helps maintain standards of excellence in 
academic integrity. Normally, students will be required to submit their course assignments through onQ to 
Turnitin. In doing so, students' work will be included as source documents in the Turnitin reference 
database, where they will be used solely to detect plagiarism.  
Turnitin is a suite of tools that provide instructors with information about the authenticity of submitted work 
and facilitates the process of grading. Turnitin compares submitted files against its extensive database 
of content and produces a similarity report and a similarity score for each assignment. A similarity score is 
the percentage of a document that is similar to content held within the database. Turnitin does not 
determine if an instance of plagiarism has occurred. Instead, it gives instructors the information they need 
to select the authenticity of work as a part of a larger process.  
 
Please read Turnitin’s Privacy Pledge, Privacy Policy, and Terms of Service, which govern users' 
relationship with Turnitin. Also, please note that Turnitin uses cookies and other tracking technologies; 
however, in its service contract with Queen's, Turnitin has agreed that neither Turnitin nor its third-party 
partners will use data collected through cookies or other tracking technologies for marketing or advertising 
purposes. For further information about how you can exercise control over cookies, see Turnitin’s Privacy 
Policy 
  
Turnitin may provide other services that are not connected to the purpose for which Queen’s University 
has engaged Turnitin. Your independent use of Turnitin’s other services is subject solely to Turnitin’s 
Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, and Queen’s University has no liability for any independent 
interaction you choose to have with Turnitin.  
 
Technology 
This course requires that you work with the Queen’s supplied software onQ. onQ performs best when 



!"#$%&'(%)%*+,,%(-((% % ./%1%

Participation and Communication 
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Schedule of readings (subject to change) 
* optional reading or background reading 
Shaded = presentations day 
 
Date Topic Readings 
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Yurovsky, D., Case, S., & Frank, M. C. (2017). Preschoolers flexibly 
adapt to linguistic input in a noisy channel. Psychological Science, 
28(1), 132–140. 
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Cognitive Science, 42(8), 3100–3115. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/cogs.12692 

*Thiessen, E. D., Onnis, L., Hong, S.-J., & Lee, K.-S. (2019). Early 
developing syntactic knowledge influences sequential statistical 
learning in infancy. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 177, 
211–221. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2018.04.009 

*Karaman, F., & Hay, J. F. (2018). The longevity of statistical learning: 
When infant memory decays, isolated words come to the rescue. 
Journal of Experimental Psychology. Learning, Memory, and 
Cognition, 44(2), 221–232. https://doi.org/10.1037/xlm0000448 

Th 11/3 Iconicity, gesture, and 
embodiment 

Perniss, P., & Vigliocco, G. (2014). The bridge of iconicity: from a world 
of experience to the experience of language. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. B, 
369(1651), 20130300. https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2013.0300 

* Hinton, L. & Bolinger, D. (2003). Sound symbolism. In W. J. Frawley, 
International Encyclopedia of Linguistics (2 ed.). OUP (e-book) 

RP3 due NOON Wed 11/2 

M 11/7   
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Th 11/10 Perspective taking & 
conceptual pacts 

Brennan, S. E., & Clark, H. H. (1996). Conceptual pacts and lexical 
choice in conversation. Journal of Experimental Psychology: 
Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 22(6), 1482-1493. 

RP4 due NOON Wed 11/9 

M 11/14  Köymen, B., Schmerse, D., Lieven, E., & Tomasello, M. (2014). Young 
children create partner-specific referential pacts with peers. 
Developmental Psychology, 50(10), 2334-2342.  

Khu, M., Chambers, C. G., & Graham, S. A. (2020). Preschoolers 
flexibly shift between speakers’ per
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using iterated learning. Cognition, 181, 160-173. 
doi:10.1016/j.cognition.2018.08.011. 

*
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Psychology 452 
Developmental Psycholinguistics 
Dr. Stanka A. Fitneva 
 

Class Participation Guidelines and Resources 
 
Ground Rules for Discussion: It’s all about Respect!  

• Be prepared. 




