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Learning outcomes: 
1. Explain the scientific theories underlying phenomena such as attraction, commitment, 

conflict within relationships, and relationship maintenance 
2. Critically evaluate opposing theoretical perspectives and defend their own position in 

these theoretical debates 
3. Formulate a novel research hypothesis in the field of relationships science and design a 

study to test this hypothesis 
4. Apply knowledge to a case study and communicate their ideas to the class 
5. Work cooperatively in small groups to discuss and explore topics within the field of 

relationship science 

Suggested Time Commitment: In this course, you should expect to invest on average 8 to 10 
hours per week. This will include the time you spend in class, studying course material, and 
completing homework or preparing for your assignments and exams. You are encouraged to 
use a term at a glance and a weekly study schedule (visit SASS) that distributes the 8-10 hours 
ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǾƻƛŘ ΨŎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
successfully and remember what you learned longer.  
 
Course timeline: The following schedule reflects the order of topics. Lecture topics may be
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 Fri 11-Nov    
11 Wed 16-Nov Conflict  11 

  Fri 18-Nov    
12 Wed 23-Nov Power & Violence  12 

 Fri 25-Nov    
13 Wed 30-Nov Maintenance, Loss, & Reparation  13, 14 

  Fri 02-Dec      

 
Important University Dates 
 

Date Event 

Sept 6 Classes start 
Sept 19 
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Presentations should be approximately 10 minutes in length, with 5-10 minutes for discussion. 
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more information, including important deadlines, please visit the QSAS website. Please contact 
psyc.accom@queensu.ca if you have any questions. 
 
Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances:  
Academic consideration is a process for the university community to provide a compassionate 
response to assist students experiencing unforeseen, short-term extenuating circumstances 
ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻǊ ƛƳǇŜŘŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ academics. This may include 
but is not limited to:  

�x Short-term physical or mental health issues (e.g., stomach flu, pneumonia, COVID 
diagnosis, vaccination, etc.)  

�x Responses to traumatic events (e.g., Death of a loved one, divorce, sexual assault, social 
injustice, etc.)  

�x Requirements by law or public health authorities (e.g., court date, isolation due to 
COVID exposure, etc.) 

vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ 
extenuating circumstances. For more information, please see the Senate Policy on Academic 
Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances. 
  

Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in 
dealing with requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ  !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
Science protocol and the portal where a request can be submitted. Students in other Faculties 
and Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for their home Faculty. 
Please contact psyc.accom@queensu.ca if you have any questions. 
 
If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you will be required to provide 
the name and email address of the instructor/coordinator. Please use the following: 
LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ bŀƳŜΥ Wƛƭƭƛŀƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ  
Instructor email address: jillian.oconnor@queensu.ca  
Your professor requests email/phone communication within 2 days of receiving verification of 
your Consideration request. Students are encouraged to submit requests as soon as the need 
becomes apparent and to contact their professor as soon as possible once consideration has 
been granted. Any delay in contact may limit the 
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Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic 
integrity and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles 
of academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science 
Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website, and from the instructor 
of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized 
materials, facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an 
academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which 
contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning 
or the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw 
from the university. Issues of academic integrity that are particularly relevant to this course are 
as follows (adapted from https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-
integrity):  

1. Plagiarism: Presenting another's ideas or phrasings as one's own without proper 
acknowledgement. For example: Copying and pasting from the internet, a printed 
source, or other resource without proper acknowledgement, copying from another 
student, using direct quotations or large sections of paraphrased material in an 
assignment without appropriate acknowledgement, or submitting the same piece of 
work in more than one course without the permission of the instructor(s). 
 
Regardless of how and where you retrieve information, the principles of academic 
integrity apply. Please visit these helpful websites to help you make sure that you are 
able to write things in your own words: 

�ƒ https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-

plagiarismcheating 
�ƒ https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-

plagiarism-paraphrasing 

�ƒ http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html 

 
2.  Use of unauthorized materials, such as possessing or using unauthorized study 

materials or aids during a test copying from another's test paper, using unauthorized 
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4. Falsification: Misrepresentation of oneself, one's work, or one's relation to the 
University, such as by a




