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Culture and Cognition (Psychology 442, 2022 F) 

Instructor: Li-Jun Ji, 306 Craine, lijunji@queensu.ca 

Office hour: by email or appointment  

Class time: Mondays 8:30am – 11:30pm  Classroom: Humphrey 223 

This course will examine a wide range of social cognitive topics (e.g., self, attention, emotion, reasoning, 
relationships, learning and morality) from a cultural perspective by drawing on a wide range of cross-
cultural and sometimes within-cultural studies. 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will be able to: 

• Review, explain and evaluate primary and secondary sources to gain conceptual 
knowledge of theory and analyze empirical findings in the field of culture and cognition  

• Engage in critical discussion of topics by applying research findings to defend claims 
• Adopt professional conventions of communication to convey arguments/proposals to a 

variety of audiences  
Thought Questions 

You are required to turn in 2-3 thought questions (half page only, single spaced) after reading each topic. 
The thought questions should include ideas of yours that GO BEYOND



 2 

Video Project (Due by 11:59pm on Nov 23rd) 

Think about yourself and the way you have become the person you are now. Think of all the cultural 
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Late policies:  
  No late assignment is accepted for thought questions or the picture project. For the final paper, you 
will get a 2% deduction, out of the course final, for each day that your paper is late. (Special 
considerations may be given for medical emergency.)  

Additional tips for thought questions:  
I’m looking for your own thoughts in these questions. It’s important to elaborate your questions to 

show what and how you think about them. You may apply the findings to other topics/fields, predict what 
would happen and explain why. You may suggest following-up studies, including predictions and major 
procedures. Your questions should be in some way an extension of the reading. Critically analyze the 
reading. Take issue with the theory, the generalizations, or the way the idea was tested. Avoid quotes, 
especially long ones. 

Ideally, some of your thought questions will lead to a testable hypothesis. State it explicitly if you 
can. Be brave enough to take a stance and argue for it.  

For any questions you ask, try to answer them yourself first – so that I can see how you think about 
this. Again, the thoughts you put into every question will show themselves. 
 
Discussion Leaders 

1. Use 1-2 slides to summarize each assigned paper if needed. Spend no more than 5 minutes in total 
for summarizing all papers. Leave most time for discussion.  

2. Do research on at least some of the questions raised by the class, and feel free to introduce 
research that we are not reading in this class, esp. if it’s highly relevant and addresses students’ 
questions. It’ll be beneficial if you have done some research on some questions so that you can 
back up the discussion with some empirical evidence. 

3. It is good to incorporate fun activities/videos etc, but it should be made clear how they are 
relevant /related to the discussion topic.  

4. It will be nice to have a summary in the end of the presentation if you can. 
5. Prepare additional questions as backups in case you run out of topics for discussion.  
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to contact the Queen's Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) and register as early as possible.  For 
more information, including important deadlines, please visit the QSAS website.    
  
Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances 
Academic consideration is
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