
PSYC 370 F2022 Syllabus 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the relationship between brain and behaviour. The first part of the course 
examines topics relevant to brain plasticity, including neurodevelopment, brain damage and learning 
and memory; followed by sections on the biopsychology of motivation that cover the neural 
mechanisms of eating, addiction, sexual behaviour and sleep. The final section deals with disorders of 
cognition and emotion, including stress and psychiatric disorders. 

Psychology 370 is a course designed to continue your exploration of the field of Biopsychology. It 
primarily focuses on the underlying neural mechanisms of some of the most interesting and complex 
human behaviours. From how the brain develops, to our basic motivations, to how catastrophically the 
brain can fail us, this course delves into many different aspects of brain and behaviour. 

Queen's University's Department of Psychology has a long history of impressive research in the field of 
biopsychology.  From labs looking at neuroendocrinology and the neurobiology of anxiety to 
investigating cognition in psychological disorders, many researchers in the Department are tackling 
important biopsychological questions through different techniques and perspectives, and more 
information can be found on the Department of Psychology website as well as through spotlights 
throughout the course. 

 

COURSE AUTHOR 

Dr. Monica Valsangkar-Smyth 

 

INITIAL DEVELOPMENT DATE 
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identities such as race, ethnicity, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, faith and socioeconomic 
status, among other examples. 

Commitment Statement 

In this class I will work to promote an anti-discriminatory, anti-racist and accountable environment 
where everyone feels welcome. Students in this class are encouraged to participate during class 
discussions and to support others in their participation. Because the class will represent a diversity of 
individuals, beliefs, backgrounds, and experiences, every member of this class is asked to show respect 
for every other member. 

 

NAME/PRONOUN 

Knowing and applying students’ names and pronouns is a crucial part of developing a productive 
learning environment that fosters safety, inclusion, and personal dignity. This is an important part of the 
inclusion work here at Queen’s 

If you wish to change how your name appears in onQ and on class lists, please follow these steps. You 
may also use this process to add your pronouns to the appearance of your name. 

Log into SOLUS. 

Click on Personal Information tab. 

Click on the Names tab 

Click on the Add New Name tab 

Choose Preferred from the Name Type drop down menu 

Enter your preferred name. 

Click Save. 

Please allow 24 to 48 hours for your preferred name to be registered within the system. If you have 
further questions or concerns please contact ITS at Queen’s University. 

 

 

 

COURSE TEXTBOOK 

Available from the Queen's Campus Bookstore: 

Biopsychology, 11th Edition, by John P.J. Pinel and S.J. Barnes. As per Pearson's digital first campaign, 
there will be no physical copies in the bookstore.   

I often have students asking whether the 10th edition or the 9th edition of the textbook will be okay to 
use.  As there is a lot of new research in this latest edition, it is really up to individual students whether 





In this course, you should expect to invest on average 12 to 18 hours per week. This will include the time 
you spend studying course material, practicing course objectives, and participating in course activities 
and assessments. You are encouraged to adhere to a pre-determined study schedule as you will be more 
likely to complete the course on time successfully. 

 

COURSE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

I encourage you to actively check the course onQ main page for course announcements throughout the 
semester for reminders and additional course information or learning opportunities. 

 



Course Assessment CLO 1 CLO 2 CLO 3 CLO 4 CLO 5 

Discussion Activities (2) X X X X X 

Essay Assignment   X  X  

Presentation Assignment - Brain Disorders/Brain Damage  X  X  

Module Quizzes (7 of 8) X X X X  

Final Proctored Exam X X X X X 

 

WEIGHTING OF ASSESSMENTS 

Assessment      Weight 

Discussion Activities (2)     

 Essay Assignment     







You should also take measures yourself to protect your information by keeping your NetID password 
and challenge questions private, closing all applications prior to starting an exam/test, and ensuring your 
device is updated and safeguarded against malware. 

For more information about remote proctoring, see the Office of the University Registrar’s website. 

Timing of Final Examinations 

The exam dates for each term are listed on the Faculty of Arts and Science webpage under Important 
Dates. Student exam schedules for the Fall Term are posted via SOLUS immediately prior to the 



 

HOW TO APPROACH THE MATERIAL 

PLEASE NOTE:  In order to schedule the assessments evenly across the term, the chapters of the 
textbook will not be covered in sequential order.  Please see the Course Timeline for more details. 

The first thing you should do is watch the Welcome Video!  It provides an overview of the course and 
introduces the topics/modules we will be covering in Brain and Behaviour II.   

Each module consists of a number of different sources of information including textbook readings, 
course notes, and other readings and videos, to provide you with a strong understanding of the 
topic.  Each module begins with a narrated PowerPoint presentation, which provides an overview of the 
topic, the learning outcomes, as well as some of the interesting research that will be presented.   

After viewing the Module Introduction video in each module, please read the assigned textbook 
chapter. Next, review the Course Notes, which provide extra information or a different way of explaining 
some of the textbook material. The course notes will include some written material as well as videos to 
explain some topics in more depth, as well as links to other relevant videos/websites. 



states of consciousness after neural dysfunction as well as how some information reaches our 
consciousness, while other information is filtered out. 

 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT 

All undergraduate students face new learning and writing challenges as they progress through 
university: essays and reports become more complex; effectively incorporating research into writing 
becomes more important; the types of assignments become more diverse; managing your time and 
developing the skills you need to read and think critically gets more challenging. I encourage students to 
contact Student Academic Success Services (SASS). SASS offers many different ways to receive support: 

Free online or in-person appointments to get personalized support on writing and academic skills from 
expert staff and trained peers. 

Workshops and drop-in programs. SASS’ Events Calendar lists events coming soon. 

Online resources that provide strategies for academic skills and writing development at university. 

If English is not your first language, SASS has specific resources for English as Additional Language 
students, including weekly programs and EAL academic skills appointments. You can meet on an ongoing 
basis with an EAL consultant to work on your academic writing, speaking, listening, and reading skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR DISABILITIES 

Queen’s University is committed to achieving full accessibility for persons with disabilities. Part of this 
commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with disabilities to ensure they 
have an equitable opportunity to participate in all of their academic activities. 

The Senate Policy for Accommodations for Students with Disabilities was approved at Senate in 
November 2016. If you are a student with a disability and think you may need accommodations, you are 
strongly encouraged to contact the Queen’s Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) and register as early as 
possible. For more information, please visit the QSAS website. 

Students with course accommodations should add their information to Ventus using the widget located 
on the course homepage. 

 

ACADEMIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR STUDENTS IN EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 



Academic consideration is a process for the university community to provide a compassionate response 
to assist students experiencing unforeseen, short-term extenuating circumstances that may impact or 
impede a student’s ability to complete their academics. This may include but is not limited to, 

-short-term physical or mental health issues (e.g., stomach flu, pneumonia, COVID diagnosis, 
vaccination, etc.), 

-



academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery and 
falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic community at Queen’s. Given the 
seriousness of these matters, actions which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry 
sanctions that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course 
to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 

You may benefit from visiting these websites for further tips on what constitutes plagiarism and how to 
avoid it. 

Avoiding Plagiarism: Paraphrasing 

Quoting and Paraphrasing 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

Please note that mobile devices are not recommended for the course as they cause several known 
issues in onQ. 

Computer Specifications 

Windows 8.1 or newer 

OS X 10.13 (High Sierra) or newer 

Dual Core 2 GHz processor 

4 GB RAM 

Soundcard 

USB headset 

Webcam 

Supported Browsers 

Chrome (prefer



Java 

Latest version 

Media Player 

HTML5 compatible 

Adobe Reader 

Latest Version 

 

STUDENTS STUDYING OR TRAVELLING ABROAD 

If you plan to travel, we strongly recommend that you confirm Internet availability in your host country 
prior to departure. In the past, students in other countries have been blocked from accessing certain 
websites relevant to their courses, as well as onQ. It is the responsibility of all students to book travel 
around course work, as we cannot change the format or timing on assessments or assignments as a 
result of travel plans. 




