
Psyc 353: Atypical Development 
Mondays 1-11:20 and Thursdays 1-2:20, Law Building, room 1 

To begin, let us acknowledge that Queen’s is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee territory. 
We are grateful to be able to be live, learn and play on these lands.  
 

Instructor: Dr. Beth Kelley 
 
 

Instructor Contact Information: kelleyb@queensu.ca  
Office hours: Tuesdays 1-2, Humphrey Hall room 351   
 
Questions about the content of the course should be directed to the instructor at kelleyb@queensu.ca  
Questions about the logistics of the course should be directed to the head TA Laura at ldlr@queensu.ca  
 
Course Description 
 One way to better understand typical developmental processes is to examine cases of development gone 
awry.  Although we will be studying what are considered to be clinical disorders in this class, the focus will be 
on how development has proceeded in an atypical manner in children with developmental disorders.  Thus, we 
will maintain a developmental focus, and continue to refer back to typical developmental processes throughout 
the class (which is why Developmental Psychology is a pre-requisite for this course).  In the first section we 
will discuss what we mean by atypical development and how gaining a better understanding of atypical 
development allows us to better understand typical development and vice versa.  We will then cover six 
developmental disorders in greater detail:  Specific Language Impairment, Dyslexia, Down Syndrome, 
Williams Syndrome, Attention- Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, and Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
 
 
Intended Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, a successful student should be able to: 

• Describe the basic phenomenology of Specific Language Impairment, Dyslexia, Down Syndrome, 
Williams Syndrome, Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder and Autism Spectrum Disorder 

• Compare and contrast the cognitive/linguistic and social profiles of these disorders 
• Explain the developmental course of these disorders 
• Interpret new research findings in these fields  
• Evaluate research methods and weaknesses of individual research studies in these fields  

 
 
Textbooks/Readings 
Because there is no available textbook for this course, you will be reading summary chapters and original 
articles which will be available on OnQ.  I will summarize these in the online lectures, but please don’t hesitate 
to contact me if you have any questions about the articles.  All readings are available in the Course Schedule 
(Under Contents, then Course Description and Requirements).   Everything that you need (other than this 
syllabus) will be available in the Course Schedule including lecture slides, lecture audio recordings, reading 
assignments and links to the readings, and dropboxes for all of your assignments and the final exam.  
 
 
Grading Breakdown  

Midterm Exam (take-





  
Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances 
Academic consideration is a process for the university community to provi



For more information on the Academic Consideration process, what is and is not an extenuating 
circumstance, and to submit an Academic Consideration request, please see our website.  

 
If you are seeking accommodations for a disability  
Navigating the accommodations process can be made more difficult by the experience of social injustice. To 
alleviate any confusion about the process of obtaining accommodations for disabilities, here is information 



Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 

Grade 
Numerical 
Course Average 
(Range) 

     A+ 90-100 
     A 85-89 



sure to get your assignment in early enough for the similarity report to be generated-if you hand it in at 
the last minute you may not get the similarity report in time.  
 
Copyright of Course Materials  
This material is designed for use as part of PSYC 353 at Queen¹s University and is the property of the instructor 
unless otherwise stated.  Third party copyrighted materials (such as book chapters and articles) have either been 
licensed for use in this course or fall under an exception or limitation in Canadian Copyright law. 
 
Copying this material for distribution (e.g. uploading material to a commercial third-party website) can lead to a 
violation of Copyright law. Find out more about copyright here: 
http://library.queensu.ca/copyright. 
Materials generated by instructors of this course may not be posted to commercial course material sites without 
permission. However, they may be used and adapted, with attribution, for noncommercial purposes. 
 
Accessibility Statement 
Queen’s is committed to an inclusive campus community with accessible goods, services, and facilities  
that respect the dignity and independence of persons with disabilities. The material for this course is available in 
an accessible format or with appropriate communication supports upon request from the professor. 
 
Turnitin Statement 
This course makes use of Turnitin, a third-party application that helps maintain standards of excellence  
in academic integrity. Normally, students will be required to submit their course assignments to through  
onQ to Turnitin. In doing so, students’ work will be included as source documents in the Turnitin  
reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism.  
Turnitin is a suite of tools that provide instructors with information about the authenticity of submitted  
work and facilitates the process of grading. Turnitin compares submitted files against its extensive  
database of content, and produces a similarity report and a similarity score for each assignment.  
A similarity score is the percentage of a document that is similar to content held within the database.  
Turnitin does not determine if an instance of plagiarism has occurred. Instead, it gives instructors the  
information they need to determine the authenticity of work as a part of a larger process.  
Please read Turnitin’s Privacy Pledge, Privacy Policy, and Terms of Service, which governs users’  
relationship with Turnitin. Also, please note that Turnitin uses cookies and other tracking technologies;  
however, in its service contract with Queen’s Turnitin has agreed that neither Turnitin nor its third-party  
partners will use data collected through cookies or other tracking technologies for marketing or  
advertising purposes. For further information about how you can exercise control over cookies, see  
Turnitin’s Privacy Policy:  
Turnitin may provide other services that are not connected to the purpose for which Queen’s University  
has engaged Turnitin. Your independent use of Turnitin’s other services is subject solely to Turnitin’s  
Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, and Queen’s University has no liability for any independent  
interaction you choose to have with Turnitin. 
 
Web Browsers 
onQ performs best when using the most recent version of the web browsers, Chrome or Firefox. Safari and Edge 
are strongly discouraged as these web browsers are known to cause issues with onQ. 
 
Suggested Time Commitment 
In this course, you should expect to invest on average 8 to 10 hours per week. This will include the time you 
spend in class or lab/tutorial, studying course material, and completing weekly homework or preparing for your 
larger assignments and exams. You are encouraged to use a term at a glance and a weekly study schedule (visit 
SASS) that distributes the 8-10 hours per week and avoid ‘cramming’.  This way you will be more likely to 
complete the course successfully and remember what you learned longer.  



Notice of Recording 
If you need to miss a class, you should know that all classes will be recorded with audio software and will be 
made available to students in the course for the duration of the term. The recordings may capture your voice 
through the audio recordings. By attending these live classes, you are consenting to the collection of this 
information for the purposes of administering the class and associated coursework. If you are concerned about 
the collection of your voice in the class, please contact the course instructor to identify possible alternatives.   
To learn more about how your personal information is collected, used and disclosed by Queen’s University, 
please see the Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure of Personal Information.   
 
Important University Dates  



 DOI:10.1017/S09545794200001480 
 
January 26  
Norbury, C. F., & Sparks, A. (2013). Difference or disorder? Cultural issues in understanding 
 neurodevelopmental disorders. Developmental Psychology, 49, 45-58. 
 DOI: 10.1037/a0027446 
 
January 30 
Guerts, H. M., & Embrechts, M. (2008). Language profiles in ASD, SLI, and ADHD.  Journal 
 of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 38, 1931-1943. DOI: 10.1007/s10803-008-0587-1



 
February 27 
Going over Article Review Assignment on SLI 
Martens, M. A., Wilson, S. J., & Reutens, D. C. (2008). Research review: Williams syndrome: A critical review 
 of the cognitive behavioral, and neuroanatomical phenotype. Journal of Child Psychology and  
 Psychiatry, 49, 576-608. doi:10.1111/j.1469-7610.2008.01887.x 
 
March 2 
Van Den Heuvel, E., Manders, E., Swillen, A., & Zink, I. (2016).  Developmental trajectories of structural and 
 pragmatic language skills in school-aged children with Williams syndrome.  Journal of Intellectual  
 Disability Research, 60, 903-919.  DOI:10.1111/jir.12329 




