PSYCHOLOGY 305

Course Information

This course introduces the interdisciplinary field of comparative cognition to undergraduate
students who have an interest in the evolution and function of cognitive processes across
species. The course specifically discusses topics such as memory, navigation, decision-
making, theory of mind, prosocial behaviour, and communication through a combination of
virtual presentations, textbook reading, and online activities. With successful completion of
this course, students will have a fundamental knowledge base that will promote critical
thinking outside of the classroom as well as support learning in advanced psychology,
biology, and neuroscience courses.

Learning Outcomes

After successful completion of Psychology 305, students will be able to:
f Recognize and recall experimental findings that support existing theories in comparative
cognition.
I Apply theories to predict outcomes of experimental manipulations
f Engage in critical reading of primary and secondary sources
I Combine critical reading skills and conceptual knowledge of comparative cognition to
create a review of experimental findings for a broader audience.

Course Website

All communication related to this course, including on-line presentations and activities, quizzes,



Assignments and Evaluation

Quizzes 10%
best 10/12

Activities 30%
Smartest Animal 3%

Effective Writing 5%
Measuring Memory 3%
Corvid Tool Use 4%

Categorization 3%
Canine Connections 6%
Project Nim 6%
Review Question Prep 10%
Summative Activity 10%
Paper Assignment 20%
Writing plan 5%
Paper 15%
Final Exam 20%

QUIZZES 10%

Each week includes a short online quiz (5 multiple choice questions) based on the textbook
reading for that week. Please refer to the Course Overview for dates when these quizzes open
and close. Once started, a quiz can be completed in 10-15 minutes, but it will stay open for 30
minutes. If a quiz is not submitted after 30 minutes has passed, it will receive a score of zero so
please ensure a good internet connection before starting a quiz. At the completion of the term,
your two lowest quiz marks will be dropped, and a final cumulative mark on the remaining 10
quizzes will constitute 10% of your final grade.

ACTIVITIES 30%

The weekly activities (7 in total) involve completing online polls, answering questions, and/or
writing commentaries related to the topics covered that week. The activities are designed so
that you can apply knowledge from the textbook and online presentations for that week. In



In lieu of a mid-term exam, you will complete an assignment in which you produce sample
exam questions based on the ICE acronym (Information, Context, Extension). Specific
instructions for completing this assignment are listed under Week 4 of the Course Content and
the specific due dates are listed in the Course Overview.

SUMMATIVE ACTIVITY 10%

The last activity in this course is a designed to be both creative and fun! We will ask you to
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course. Specific instructions for completing this assignment are listed under Week 12 of the
Course Content and the specific due dates are listed in the Course Overview.

PAPER ASSIGNMENT 20%
This assignment requires you to communicate a scientific finding to the general public. The goal
is to translate comparative cognition research into language that is interesting and accessible to
a lay audience. Please refer to the Paper Assignment Instructions for more detail and see the
Course Overview for specific due dates. The paper is worth 20% of your final grade, divided as
follows:
WRITING PLAN (5%)
Each student will prepare a Writing Plan for their paper that is due later in the term. (See
the course website for specific dates.) The writing plan should include the subject of the
paper as well as an outline for the main topics to be discussed. Read the Paper Assignment
information in the Course Content, as well as the Writing Plan Format, for specific
requirements of this assignment.
PAPER (15%)
Each paper will be assessed by the TA and/or instructor, using the criteria for successful
popular science writing, as discussing in Week 2.

TAKE-HOME EXAM 20%

All students are required to complete a take-home exam, consisting of a written response to a
question that will be released at the end of the term. The question will be available over a one-
week period (you have a week to complete it), though the question is designed to be answered
in approximately 3 hours for students who have fully studied the course material. Your answer
must be submitted through OnQ as a Word (.doc or .docx) or PDF file. There is no word limit
and you are welcome to divide your response into sections using subheadings, if that is
appropriate. Your primary resource to respond to the question will be the course textbook,
although you are encouraged to incorporate other sources. All external sources must be
referenced using APA format.



Academic Accommodations

(QSAS), please submit your letter to Ventus using the link on the course homepage (the button


https://sass.queensu.ca/resources/online/time-management

must work with their instructor prior to the due date to discuss an appropriate
alternative which are up to the instructors’ discretion.

REVIEW QUESTION PREPARATION

Students with academic accommodation that includes extra time to complete assignments have
the option to submit this assignment up to 7 days late. Note that this means you will be
submitting an assignment during your Reading Week!

SUMMATIVE ACTIVITY

Students with academic accommodation that includes extra time to complete assignments have
the option to submit this assignment up to 72 hours late. Note that this means you will be
submitting an assignment during the exam period.

WRITING PLAN FOR PAPER ASSIGNMENT

Students with academic accommodation that includes extra time to complete assignments have
the option to submit this assignment up to 72 hours late. Note that the writing plan is set up so
that the instructional team can provide feedback and direction on the final paper so it is an
advantage to get this early.

FINAL PAPER

Students with academic accommodation that includes extra time to complete assignments have
the option to submit this assignment up to one week late. Note that there are two more
assignments plus a final exam that need to be completed after the paper.

If you miss a deadline for one or more assignments, please maintain active engagement in the
course by focusing on immediate and upcoming assignments. If you have provided appropriate
documentation to the instructional team within the required time frame, you will not be
penalized for a missed assignment. Rather, at the end of the term, we will ask you to contact
the instructional team to discuss how to make up the missed work. We support students in this
endeavour by taking a global view of performance across the entire term based on attainment
of learning outcomes. In some cases, we re-weight assignments that are completed; in others,
we create a new or revised assignment with an extended deadline. This decision depends on
the number of assignments that are missing and how these are mapped onto course and
program requirements. An extended deadline would give you one term to complete makeup
assignments.

Academic Considerations

Academic consideration provides academic support to students who are experiencing a short-
term extenuating circumstance that impedes their ability to fully participate in a course. If you
require academic consideration, please read through the information on the process and
circumstances that merit academic consideration according to the Faculty of Arts and Science:
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-consideration



https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergraduate/student-services/academic-consideration

You should then complete the Request for Academic Consideration



we create a new or revised assignment with an extended deadline. This decision depends on
the number of assignments that are missing and how these are mapped onto course and
program requirements


http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
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Scale:

Numerical Course
Grade Average Grade
(Range)
A+ 90-100
A 85-89
A- 80-84
B+ 77-79
B 73-76
B- 70-72
C+ 67-69
C 63-66

C- 60-62
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