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and contemporary findings from the literature. This course is research-oriented. You will also learn 

about the scientific methods used by researchers in social psychology to conduct valid research. 

 

Because of the size of the class, it is largely lecture-based. I do, however, encourage (and welcome!) 

class participation. If you have a question, please feel free to ask it! I will also incorporate class 

demonstrations and activities as time permits. A course on Social Psychology is more fun when 

everyone is more social. 

 

Intended Student Learning Outcomes and Methods of Assessment: 

Upon completion of this course, a successful student should: 

1. Understand major studies and theories in social psychology, such as the self in the social world, 

persuasion and social influence, and group identity and conflicts (Midterm & Final).  

2. Comprehend the methods used by social psychologists (Midterm & Final). 

3. Evaluate historical and ongoing debates that have facilitated the growth of knowledge in the field 

(Paper 1). 

4. Apply social psychological constructs to their daily lives (Paper 2). 

 

Grading Scheme: 

 Paper 1  10%   Due Feb 3 

 Paper 2  10%   Due March 31 

 Midterm  30% or 50%  March 3 

 Final   50% or 30%  TBA 

Grading Method: 

All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final grade you receive for 

the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a letter grade according to 

Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale:  

 

Queen’s Official Grade 

Conversion Scale 

Grade 

Numerical 

Course Average 

(Range) 

A+ 90-100 

A 85-89 

A- 80-84 

B+ 77-79 

B 73-76 

B- 70-72 

C+ 67-69 

C 63-66 

C- 60-62 

D+ 57-59 

D 53-56 

D- 50-52 

F 49 and below 

 

Please note that there will be no “rounding up” of final grades (as in, a final percentage of 79.6 will 

receive a B+ and not an A-). The logic is as follows: to treat all students equally, whatever points I add 
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Furthermore, I would like to create a learning environment for my students that supports a diversity of 

thoughts, perspectives and experiences, and honors your identities (including race, gender, class, 

sexuality, religion, ability, etc.) To help accomplish this: 

 

 If you have a name and/or set of pronouns that you prefer, please let me know! 

 

 If you feel like your performance in the class is being impacted by your experiences outside of 

class, please do not hesitate to come and talk with me. I want to be a resource for you. 

Remember that you can also submit anonymous feedback (which will lead to me making a 

general announcement to the class, if necessary, to address your concerns). 

 

I (like many people) am still in the process of learning about diverse perspectives and identities. If 

something was said in class (by anyone) that made you feel uncomfortable, please talk to me about it. 

(Again, anonymous feedback is always an option.) 

 

As a participant in course discussions, you should also strive to honour the diversity of your classmates. 

 

Extra credit via the Psychology Participant Pool 

Students in this course have the option of volunteering in psychological research conducted by faculty 

and advanced students in the Psychology Department. For every half hour of research completed, you 

can increase your final mark in this course by 0.5% up to a maximum of 3%. If you are enrolled in more 

than one eligible course, you will select the course toward which your research participation will be 

credited when you sign up for a study. You can complete studies toward each course. You cannot apply 

the same study credit to more than one course, and research credit cannot be used to improve a failing 

mark to a passing mark. The last day to participate in research for bonus credit is the last day of classes. 

For more details, please see the Departmental Participant Pool website.    

 

Although participation is not a requirement, we do consider it to be an integral part of the course and 

encourage students to participate. Students gain valuable direct experience in methods of psychological 

investigation and contribute to research. 

 

Each study has been reviewed in detail and cleared by the Department’s Ethics Review Committee. 

Nevertheless, you may decline to participate, for any reason at all, in any study for which you sign up. 

You may also direct any ethical concerns to the researcher or Participant Pool Officer. 

 

At the conclusion of each study in which you participate, you should be provided with information about 

the purpose of the study and other relevant details. The idea is to ensure that your participation will 

benefit your education, as well as add to the fund of knowledge in psychology. You are encouraged to 

ask questions about the research in order that you understand fully why the study is being conducted, 

and what your role is, as a participant. 

 

How to sign up for studies 

We use the website Sona for the participant pool. All students will be activated in the participant pool in 

the 3rd week of classes.  If you have previously used the participant pool, you will use the same userid 

and password that you used previously.  If you are new to the participant pool, you will receive an email 

with your login information during the 3rd week of class.  

 

During the first week of the semester, you will be emailed a link to an online prescreening questionnaire 

that will be due by the end of the Add/Drop period (second Friday of the term). If you complete the 
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larger prescreening questionnaire online, you may become eligible for additional studies, and those 

researchers will contact you directly to find a time to participate. 

 

If you are in multiple 2nd year Psyc courses that use the participant pool, you must assign your 

credits to a particular course. For example, if you are in PSYC 241 you can have 3 credits assigned to 
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encouraged to contact the Queen's Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) and register as early as 

possible.  For more information, including important deadlines, please visit the QSAS website. 

 

Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances 
Academic consideration is a process for the university community to provide a compassionate response 

to assist students experiencing unforeseen, short-term extenuating circumstances that may impact or 

impede a student’s ability to complete their academics. This may include but is not limited to:  

 Short-term physical or mental health issues (e.g., stomach flu, pneumonia, COVID diagnosis, 

vaccination, etc.)  

 Responses to traumatic events (e.g., Death of a loved one, divorce, sexual assault, social 

injustice, etc.)  

 Requirements by law or public health authorities (e.g., court date, isolation due to COVID 

exposure, etc.) 

Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students experiencing 

extenuating circumstances. For more information, please see the Senate Policy on Academic 

http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
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For more information on how to make an Academic Consideration request, please see the Assessment 

Extension and Deferral Guide on the course onQ website. 

Academic Integrity: 
Queen’s students, faculty, administrators, and staff all have responsibilities for upholding the 

fundamental values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and courage 

(see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, nurturing and sustaining of 

an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the values 

expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of 

ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and 

Priorities http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities). 

 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity 
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advertising purposes. For further information about how you can exercise control over cookies, see 

Turnitin’s Privacy Policy. 

 

Turnitin may provide other services that are not connected to the purpose for which Queen’s University 

has engaged Turnitin. Your independent use of Turnitin’s other services is subject solely to Turnitin’s 

Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, and Queen’s University has no liability for any independent 

interaction you choose to have with Turnitin. 

 

Copyright of Course Materials: 

The material presented in class is designed for use as part of the course on Judgment and Decision 

Making at Queen’s University and is the property of the instructor unless otherwise stated. Third party 

copyrighted materials (such as the book chapters and articles found on onQ) have either been licensed 

for use in this course or fall under an exception or limitation in Canadian Copyright law. Copying this 

material for distribution (e.g., uploading material to a commercial third-party website) can lead to a 

violation of Copyright law. Find out more about copyright here: http://library.queensu.ca/copyright. 

 

Changes to the syllabus: 

In extreme circumstances, the syllabus and/or course schedule may be modified at my discretion. I will 

announce all changes via onQ. 
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Course Schedule: 

It is strongly recommended that you read the assigned chapter before each class. The lectures will be 

more meaningful if you are familiar with the material to be discussed. 

 

Dates Topics Readings Assessments 

Jan 10 Introduction & research methods Ch 1  

Jan 13 The self in the social world Ch 2  

Jan 17 The self in the social world   

Jan 20 Social beliefs and judgments Ch 3

 


