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SYLLABUS 
PSYC 450 

Advanced Topics in Developmental Psychology:  
Neurobiology of Socio-Emotional Development in Adolescence 

Fall 2020 
 
Instructor: Michele Morningstar, Ph.D. 
 
Instructor Contact Information:  
 Office: Humphrey Hall 358   (n/a in Fall 2020) 

Phone: 613-533-2704    (voicemail only in Fall 2020) 
Email: michele.morningstar@queensu.ca  (please include PSYC450 in subject line) 

 
Office Hours:  
 Thursdays 10am-11am (on MS Teams), or by appointment 
 

mailto:michele.morningstar@queensu.ca
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Red lines represent deadlines. The walk-through of all the tasks you should complete will be posted each 
week in OnQ to help you navigate the online content.  
 
Reading list 
There is no textbook in this class. Instead, you will be asked to read 1-3 articles each week. One of these 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻǊ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ŀŘƻπ
lescent development. The other paper(s) are experimental paper(s) providing an example of a research 
study examining the topic in question. You do not need to memorize any details in these papers: the 
goal is for you to read it closely enough to have a good conceptual understanding of the material. The 
quizzes will assess your understanding each week, and prompt you to think critically about the articles. 
In addition, these papers will help you craft discussion posts (when applicable) and will inform the mate-
rial your present in your take-home essay exam. Links to all readings will be provided in OnQ. You may 
need to use your 
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Grading scheme and grading method 
 

Assessments % of grade Due date 

Weekly quizzes 20% Every Wednesday 4pm (drop 2 of 12) 

Discussion board posts 50% Friday 4pm on Oct 5, Oct 12, Oct 19, Nov 2, Nov 9, Nov 16 

Take-home exam 30% During exam period (TBD based on exam schedule) 
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https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/important-dates
http://www.academicintegrity.org/
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ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priori-
ties http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity 
and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles of academic integ-
rity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regu-
lation 1 http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regula-
tion-1

http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
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Acknowledging sources: Make sure you are citing sources adequately. APA style is preferred (for a help-
ful primer on APA style, see: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_cita-
tion/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html 
 
These websites can help you make sure that you are able to write things in your own words:  

- https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating 

- https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy#policy
https://www.speedtest.net/
https://www.queensu.ca/its/itsc


http://library.queensu.ca/copyright
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
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Academic considerations for students in extenuating circumstances 
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ to students experiencing extenu-
ating circumstances that are beyond their control and are interfering with their ability to complete aca-
demic requirements related to a course for a short period of time. The Senate Policy on Academic Con-
sideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances is available at   http://www.queensu.ca/secretar-
iat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Consid-
erations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf  
 
Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in dealing with 
requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating circumstances.  Arts and Science 
undergraduate students can find the Faculty of Arts and Science protocol and the portal where a request 
can be submitted at: http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations. Students in other Faculties and 
Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for their home Faculty. 
 
In addition to the circumstances outlined by QSAS, I recognize that instances of social injustice can have 
ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
designed with universal design features (outlined above). To help you navigate the accommodations 
process in times of distress, ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ά!ŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜέ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ hƴvΥ ƛǘ con-
ǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŜǊ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ v{!{ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿŜƭƭ-being on 
campus.  
 

Discussion board etiquette 
In addition to discussion board posts that are assessed as part of your grade, you may want to start new 
discussion threads to ask questions, reflect on the material, and exchange ideas with your fellow stu-
dents. Please remember to use meaningful titles for your discussion board posts όŜΦƎΦΣ άǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
·έ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέύΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
remember to be courteous in your exchanges with others online. Each student brings a different lived 
experience from which to draw upon. To help one another learn the most we can from this experience 
please consider the following guidelines. 

1. Make a personal commitment to learn about, understand, and support your peers. 
2. Assume the best of others and expect the best of them. 
3. Acknowledge the impact of oppression on the lives of other people and make sure your writing 

is respectful and inclusive. 
4. Recognize and value the experiences, abilities, and knowledge each person brings. 
5. Pay close attention to what your peers write before you respond. Think through and re-read 

your writings before you post or send them to others. 
6. LǘΩǎ hY ǘƻ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ōǳǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΦ 
7. Be open to being challenged or confronted on your ideas and to challenging others with the in-

tent of facilitating growth. Do not demean or embarrass others. 
8. Encourage others to develop and share their ideas. 

 
 

http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf

