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Turnitin’s main tool is a “Originality Check”, a text-matching tool that presents results in the Originality 
Report. This is a common teaching tool used to evaluate plagiarism.  

Please see instructions for use below: https://www.queensu.ca/onqsupport/turnitin-students-0 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The widely acceptable Turnitin percentage is 15% and below. However, there is no universally 
specified similarity score, because plagiarism policies vary with institutions. Anything less than 5-10% is 
good if well referenced and cited using the right referencing formats like APA, MLA and Chicago among 

others. The widely acceptable Turnitin percentage is 15% and below, in this course the alarm 
score will be 20%.  
  
Why is your Turnitin similarity index too high? 
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When you put ideas and words in a different order from the original text and mix your words and the 
original words, you will still be plagiarizing, although you cite the source. 
  
3. Using statistics from another person work and not credit the source 
Statistics, charts or tables inside a text are the property of whoever created them. And from this fact, 
you must credit the original creator in your text. There is an oratorical advantage when you cite the 
source because an author has reached statistics that support the claims which you have put in your 
paper gives strength to your argument. 
  
4. Using photographs, images, maps or other devices of illustration without citing sources 
�d�Z�����‰�Œ�����š�]�������]�•���•�]�u�]�o���Œ���š�}���]�����v�š�]�(�Ç�]�v�P�������(�]�P�µ�Œ�����}�Œ�������š�����o���X���/�(���Ç�}�µ���š���l�����•�}�u���}�v�������o�•���[�•���‰�Z�}�š�}�P�Œ���‰�Z�����v�����‰�o��������
it in your text, and write a description, to make it apply to your paper and show a point you will be 
arguing without acknowledging the source is plagiarism. Even when you have taken a photograph, it is 
advisable to cite yourself since you are the creator, and the source will be clear to all readers. 



The most effective way of avoiding plagiarism is by adding a page of cited works or reference pages at 
the very end of a research paper. Also, the page should also meet the formatting guidelines of 
referencing used by your prof.  
 

1) EXAMS [Total 60% - midterm 30% + Final 30%]: 
Please see schedule for dates and times. There are two (Midterm and Final) exams weighed equally 
and worth a total of 60%, one of which will be during the Final Exam Period. All exams are ESSAY 
format – you will provide a textbook-based response to the essay questions of your choice and include 
another section that addresses the research component to the question (see below). 
Note: There is no page limit to your responses to the essay questions, but you will have a time limit for 
the exam. Thus, you will need to monitor your writing time and spend adequate time on each response as 



Exam Process: The class will receive an email from us concerning the Midterm EXAM on October 13 at 

7:00 pm. This email will contain the 4 questions you can select from to complete the exam and articles. 
You will be expected to complete the answers and submit the answers you have chosen by 9:25 pm that 
evening. Late exams will be penalized at -25% for the first 5 mins after the exam time expires, and 
every 10 mins thereafter, that you are late submitting to OnQ. Thus, 15 mins late means that you 
will be penalized 50% of your grade, and so on to a grade of 0. The final exam times will be 





http://web2.uwindsor.ca/courses/psychology/fsirois/HP_articles.html


3) You can also visit this website from our library. Gillian 
Akenson is a great resource for those of you unsure how to 
conduct article reviews. 

https://guides.library.queensu.ca/psychology 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSING AN EXAM: Students will be excused from an Exam for documented medical or compassionate 
reasons. These would include situations such as major illnesses, accident, or a death in the family.  You 
must contact both the professor and the teaching assistant as soon as you become aware you will 
miss an Exam and you must provide your documentation ASAP.  Only students who provide written 
documentation (e.g., physician’s note) will be exempted or allowed to re-write an Exam.  Students who 
are exempted from an Exam for an approved reason may have their remaining Exams re-weighted; such 
options will be discussed with the professor. Students who are not able to meet the criteria of written 
documentation, timely provision of documentation, or alerting the professor and teaching assistant before 
the said exam may receive a grade of zero for a missed Exam. 

The final Exam will take place in the final examination period, as specified in the University regulations 
governing examinations (see the Faculty of Arts & Science Calendar). No reference or supplementary 
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