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Psychology 251: Developmental Psychology, Online 

 

 

Information  
 

Course Description  
 

Course Description 

This course is designed to be an introduction to the scientific study of human development, with an emphasis on 

social, cognitive, and neurobiological processes underlying perceptual, cognitive, and emotional development 

from infancy to adolescence. 

 

What this course will look like: 

This course is designed to be an introduction to the scientific study of human development, with an emphasis on 

social, cognitive, and neurobiological processes underlying perceptual, cognitive, and emotional development 

from infancy to adolescence. 

You will notice that this course follows a modular structure in which you will find each week of the course. 

Each week is complete with readings, interactive course notes, videos, non-graded self-check activities, and 

assessments. Together, these instructional materials will help you work through key concepts and provide you 

with ample opportunity to refine your skills. At the top of each week, you will find the learning outcomes and 

all supporting content listed below. You must complete all required tasks for each week. 

Textbook Material: Reading the textbook is very important for you to obtain the foundational knowledge that is 

required for the course and is critical for all assessment components. Please note that you are only responsible 

for the page numbers listed; other material will not be assessed, although you can certainly read it for interest, 

or use it in your essays. 

including the videos, is required for the course and is critical for all assessment components. 

 

 

University Operating Dates  
(LMS to include) 

 

Learning Outcomes  

 

After completing PSYC 251, students should be able to: 

1. Describe the general course of typical development from conception to late adolescence in the cognitive, 

linguistic, emotional and social domains to recognize their effect on one another. 

2. Compare and contrast the major developmental theories and discuss the strengths and weaknesses of 

each theory. 

3. Discuss the different methods used in developmental psychology research and evaluate how these 

research methods are dependent upon the theoretical approach of researcher, developmental age of the 

participants and research question being asked. 
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4. �5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G���Z�D�\�V���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���Z�H�O�O-being and successful development, based on 

developmental research and theory. 

5. Critically discuss a variety of materials related to child development and effectively communicate ideas 

to different audiences. 

6. Collaborate with peers through problem-based learning activities to explore concepts and research 

related to child development. 

 

 
Required Text  
 

Robert Siegler, Nancy Eisenberg, Judy DeLoache, Jenny Saffran & Susan Graham �³�+�R�Z���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S����
�)�L�I�W�K���&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q���(�G�L�W�L�R�Q�´��(or looseleaf version or e-text) 

 
Please note: The Launchpad programme is not required! 

A copy of this text is available from the reserve library.  Also, you may wish to buy the Fourth Edition of this 

textbook (PLEASE DO NOT BUY earlier editions than this as they are NOT Canadian!).  

 

Timeline  
 

The Course Timeline shows all relevant course dates, including assessments, as well as links to other important 

course information. As dates may change, you should consult the Timeline each time you log in to the course. 

 

Please note, some students may see an onQ Calendar for their course. However, the onQ calendar does not 

display all dates associated with your course assignments. For complete information all of your assignments in 

this course and the start and close dates, please refer to the Course Timeline. 

 

If there are discrepancies between dates in the course onQ site, the Timeline will be considered accurate. 

 

All times are in Kingston time (Eastern Time). 

 

Suggested Time Commitment  
 

Students can expect to spend, on average, about 9 hours per week completing relevant readings, interactive 

course notes, assignments, and course activities. 

 

Assessments  
 

Weighting of Assessments  
 

This is how your final mark will be determined in the course. Please refer to the Course Timeline for due dates. 

 

Assessment Weight 
Alignment with Learning 

Outcomes 

Discussion Forum (x4 @5%) 20% 1,2,3,5,6 

Essay (Best grade of 1 of 2 possible essays) 20% 1,2,3,4,5 

Midterm Exam  20% 1,2,3,4 

Take-home Final Exam  40% 1,2,3,4,5 
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�7�K�H���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�\���*�U�D�G�L�Q�J���3�R�O�L�F�\�����³�P�L�[�H�G-

https://www.queensu.ca/psychology/undergraduate/current-students/departmental-policies/grading-policy
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/Undergraduate/psycdepartmentalpolicies.html
mailto:psyc251@queensu.ca
mailto:kelleyb@queensu.ca
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�3�O�H�D�V�H���X�V�H���\�R�X�U���4�X�H�H�Q�¶�V���H�P�D�L�O���I�R�U���L�Q�T�X�L�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���L�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H�����R�U���I�R�U���L�V�V�X�H�V���V�X�F�K��as academic 

accommodations or marking. 

 

 

Netiquette  
In an online course you often communicate with your peers and teaching team through electronic 

communication. You are expected to use the utmost respect in your dealings with your colleagues or when 

participating in activities, discussions and online communication. 

Here is a list of netiquette guidelines. Please read them carefully and use them to guide your communication in 

this course and beyond. 

1. Make a personal commitment to learn about, understand, and support your peers. 

2. Assume the best of others and expect the best of them. 

3. Acknowledge the impact of oppression on the lives of other people and make sure your writing is respectful 

and inclusive. 

4. Recognize and value the experiences, abilities, and knowledge each person brings. 

5. Pay close attention to what your peers write before you respond. Think through and re-read your writings 

before you post or send them to others. 

�������,�W�¶s ok to disagree with ideas, but do not make personal attacks. 

7. Be open to be challenged or confronted on your ideas and challenge others with the intent of facilitating 

growth. Do not demean or embarrass others. 

8. Encourage others to develop and share their ideas. 

Queens Email  
The university communicates with �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Y�L�D���4�X�H�H�Q�¶�V���H�P�D�L�O�����3�O�H�D�V�H���F�K�H�F�N���\�R�X�U���H�P�D�L�O���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���\�R�X��
do not miss important information related to your course. 

 

POLICIES 
 

Late Assignment Submission Policy  
 

Discussion Forum Activities: 
All discussion forum activities must be completed within the deadlines specified on the Course Timeline. 

Discussion forum posts beyond these dates will not be accepted.  

 
Essay Assignments: 
For both essays, 0.5% of your total grade for the essay will be taken off for every 5 minutes to 12 hours that 

your essay is late. Because the best grade out of 2 is taken, there are no exceptions to this rule. It is 

STRONGLY suggested that you NOT blow off the first essay just because you have another one to write-you 

never know whether you may be sick in the future and you will learn a great deal from the process of writing 

the first one and receiving feedback on it. Please see the assignments page for more information about these 

essays. 
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https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
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Situation 1: Athletics 

1. If you have a University sanctioned athletic game at the same time as an assessment, then you are 

eligible for academic consideration. Note that practices or travel to events are not eligible for academic 

consideration. 

2. To be eligible for an academic consideration for athletics, you must make a request for academic 

consideration according to the 

https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
https://onq.queensu.ca/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=57737&type=content&rcode=Queens-390355
https://webapp.queensu.ca/artsci/acrp/
mailto:directly to%20the
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Academic Integrity 

The following statement on academic integrity builds on a definition approved by Senate and is designed to 
make students aware of the importance of the concept and the potential consequences of departing from the 
core values of academic integrity. It is highly recommended that this statement be included on all course 
syllabi. Instructors may also consider including this statement with each assignment. 

�4�X�H�H�Q�¶�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����I�D�F�X�O�W�\�����D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�I�I���D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���X�S�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O��
values of academic integrity: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and courage. These values are 

central to the building, nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the 

community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for 

the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate 

Report on Principles and Priorities). 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity and for 

ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles of academic integrity. Information 

on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1), on the Arts 

and Science website, and from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include 

https://academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
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Computer Requirements 

Please note that mobile devices are not recommended for the course as they cause several known issues in onQ. 

Computer Specifications 
�x Windows 8.1 or newer 

�x OS X 10.13 (High Sierra) or newer 

�x Dual Core 2 GHz processor 

�x 4 GB RAM 

�x 



10 

 

participation. These bonus marks will be added to your final grade at the end of the year.  Note:  Research 

participation cannot improve a failing grade to a pass.  

Although participation is not a requirement, we do consider it to be an integral part of the course and 

encourage students to participate. Students gain valuable direct experience in methods of psychological 

investigation and contribute to research. 

https://queensu.sona-systems.com/default.aspx
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/undergraduate/participant-pool-information
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/undergraduate/participant-pool-information
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/undergraduate/participant-pool-information
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http://queensu.sona-systems.com/lost_password.aspx
https://queensu.sona-systems.com/default.aspx
mailto:fabrigar@queensu.ca
mailto:psyc100.coord@queensu.ca
http://www.queensu.ca/psychology/undergraduate/participant-pool-information/student-faq
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