Department of Philosophy and School of Computing
Philosophical Implications of Artificial Intelligence

Colloguium Series

Seltfulfilling Prophecy in Practical and Automated Prediction
Owen King
University of Twente
Thursday, January 30, 2020 @E&3:00 pm @&Watson Hall 517

Some seemingly innocent predictions turn out to be not so innocent after all. This is so withfgially prophecies, which are
predictions that somehow bring about their own truth. In this talk, | will present philosophical research dulfgkifg
prophecies, with special attention to contexts of practical prediction. The focus on practical prediction, as opposed to scientific
prediction, is motivated by the aim of addressing $elfilling prophecies in the use of predictive analytics. After introducing
several examples, | will lay out a general theory and definition ofigélfing prophecy. Then | will develop a normative analysis.
This analysis comes in four layers, reflecting interrelated problems regarding both moral and epistemic respohsiitliltipse

with a brief discussion of the risk of recommender systems producingusigling predictions of consumer preferences.

Algorithms are Not Neutral: Bias in Recommender Systems
Catherine Stinson
University of Bonn& University of Cambridge
Thursday, February 6, 2020 &3:00 pm @Natson Hall 517

Efforts to shine a light on algorithmic bias tend to focus on examples where either the data or the people building itherelgor
are biased. This gives the impression that clean data and good intentions could eliminate bias in machine learning. The apparent



