
UNDERSTANDING THE SIMILARITY REPORT 

 
Turnitin compares papers against an ever expanding database of Internet pages, archived pages 
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3. Having clicked the Match Overview icon, 
this will also highlight any matches 
within the paper itself. Each match can 
be color coded to help you identify them 
easily. 
 

 

 

4. 
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VIEWING SOURCE DETAILS 

1. If you would like to see more 
information regarding the text that 
has matched to a source, click on the 
source 
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3. Click the X icon in the top right-hand 
corner of the side panel to close the 
full panel. 
 

 

 

 

CHANGING FILTERS AND SETTINGS 

You may apply several different filters to your report, should you wish to make any exclusions. 

EXCLUSION BY TEXT TYPE 

  

1. Click the red Filter icon from the 
similarity toolbar. 

 

2. From the Filters and Settings side panel, 
use the check boxes to make 
bibliography and quote exclusions from 
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EXCLUSION BY NUMBER 

  

1. Click the red filter icon from the 
similarity toolbar. 
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2. From the Filters and Settings side panel, 
use the radio and text boxes to make 
report exclusions. You may exclude 
sources that are less than a certain 
number of words or a certain 
percentage of words. 
 
For example, filtering by 10 words will 
exclude all sources with a cumulative 
match word count that is less than 10 
words. 

 

REPORT MULTI-COLOR HIGHLIGHTING 

  

1. To apply multi-color highlighting to the 
similarity report, click the red Filter icon 
from the similarity toolbar. 

 

 

2. From the Filters and Settings side panel, 
use the Multi-Color Highlighting 
checkbox to turn multi-color highlighting 
on and off in the similarity report. 

 

 

3. To save your filters and/or settings, click 
the Apply Changes button. 
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