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 Our working assumption in this final session 
is that the initiatives on intergovernmental 
relations and democratic reform represent a 
serious endeavour on the part of Canadian 
governments. Provincial and territorial 
governments are committed to cooperating with 
one another to improve the efficient and 
effective functioning of the federation. The 
Government of Canada shares this commitment 
and is-and will be in the future-more flexible, 
inclusive, and accommodating of the provinces 
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B. LESSONS FROM ELSEWHERE 
  
 If a major governing challenge of our 
current era is the reality of greater economic 
integration and supranational governance, the 
European Union offers an important lesson. The 
EU’s ever closer economic and political 
integration has diminished the individual 
sovereignty of member state governments, 
creating in its wake a widely perceived 
democratic deficit. Addressing this legitimation 
imperative has required ancillary steps to 
strengthen the only chamber of direct citizen 
representation in the EU decision-making 
apparatus, the European Parliament. While some 
might contend that government executives in the 
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federalism–is to require more consensus-
building across more political actors. The 
requirement of more consensus-building will 
likely result in less timely resolution of 
outstanding issues. Offsetting that cost is the  
anticipated gain of  public policies that are more 
effective in domains of jurisdictional overlap as 
well as more responsive to a broader range of 
interests. The net effect then should be more 
legitimate governing in Canada. 


