


	   	   Canadian	  Political	  Science	  Review	  3(4)	  December	  2009	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A	  Cross-‐Provincial	  Comparison	  of	  Health	  Care	  reform	  in	  Canada	  (1-‐14)	   	  
	  	  

2	  

times	  for	  specialists	  and



	   	   Canadian	  Political	  Science	  Review	  3(4)	  December	  2009	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A	  Cross-‐Provincial	  Comparison	  of	  Health	  Care	  reform	  in	  Canada	  (1-‐14)	   	  
	  	  

3	  

their	  access	  to	  the	  system	  and	  other	  aspects	  of	  its	  
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more	  problematic	  during	  that	  decade	  thanks	  in	  no	  small	  measure	  to	  the	  rapid	  growth	  in	  health	  
care	   expenditures	   especially	   in	   the	   second	   half	   of	   the	   1980s	   (Commission,	   2002:	   312).	   Debt	  
began	  to	  pile	  up	  for	  both	  orders	  of	  government.	  With	  the	  onset	  of	  a	  recession	  at	  the	  beginning	  
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reforms	   were	   classified	   as	   falling	   into	   four	   categories
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issues	  studies	  are	  intended	  to	  help	  us	  understand	  the	  province-‐specific	  factors	  than	  resulted	  in	  
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	   Determining	  the	  Nature	  and	  Extent	  of	  Reform	  	  

This	  brings	  us	  back	   to	   the	  question	  of	  how	   the	  nature	  and	  extent	  of	   reform	  was	  determined.	  
That	  is,	  how	  was	  the	  consensus	  position	  of	  the	  grey	  literature	  determined?	  Given	  the	  extensive	  
volume	  of	  grey	  literature,	  it	  was	  decided	  to	  focus	  mainly	  on	  system-‐wide	  studies-‐	  that	  is,	  those	  
that	   covered	   at	   least	   several	   of	   the	   issues	   that	   this	   project	   tackled	   as	   case	   studies.	   The	  most	  
common	   were	   the	   commissions,	   task	   forces,	   and	   advisory	   committees	   and	   councils	   struck	   by	  
provincial	   governments	   seeking	   advice	   on	   major	   reforms	   to	   provincial	   health	   care	   delivery	  
systems.	   Less	   common	   were	   federally	   commissioned	   reports	   that	   began	   in	   the	   mid-‐to	   late-‐
1990s.	   Reports	   produced	   through	   think	   tanks	   and	   stakeholder	   groups	   in	   the	   health	   care	   field	  
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Quebec:	   Commission	   d’enquête	   sur	   les	   services	   de	   santé	   et	   les	   services	   sociaux	   (1988)	   chaired	   by	   Jean	  

Rochon;	  and	  
	  
Nova	  Scotia:	  The	  Report	  of	  the	  Nova	  Scotia	  Commission	  on	  Health	  Care:	  Towards	  a	  New	  Strategy	  (1989),	  

chaired	  by	  J.	  Camille	  Gallant.	  
	  
Second	  Wave	  Provincial	  Reports	  
	  
Alberta:	  A	  Framework	  for	  Reform:	  Report	  of	  the	  Premier’s	  Advisory	  Council	  on	  Health	  (2001),	  chaired	  by	  

Don	  Mazankowski,	  
	  
Saskatchewan:	  Caring	  for	  Medicare:	  Sustaining	  a	  Quality	  Sy )3 w3 o oarl 4 ohl 3 oml e) o	  l D3 3 G? hG wRwwmb GTmHl e3 oel ( oal 3 oll D otl ) ohl,	  
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