THE TWO BRITISH COLUMBIAS is as though British Columbia, as the province
on the westernmost periphery of Canada, has
By felt freer to show a figurative “middle finger” to
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The Two British Columbias

post system? Could we begin to practice at the
provincial level something many of us would
like to sce happening at the federal level? It
would certainly be worth trying, And it is
something about which the two British
Columbias might, for once, actually be able to
agree.
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THE WEST WANTS IN! (BUT WHAT IS Now, just a few months later, the political

THE WEST? AND WHAT IS “IN?*) temperature has cooled considerably. The
Alberta election has come and gone without a
. %é;er McCormick sign of secessionist candidates, and they were
similarly absent from the British Columbia
= Wy Pera e ion alou onihe e e P or-2c wiall Tha ATlinnna noot hars

L_,_{?_-L‘.};- /
e -










The West Wants In!

protection. (This, too, is overstated, but again it
1s what many of us believe.)

We see ourselves as multicultural in a way
that central Canadians will not be for decades, a
muxture of wave after wave of immigration that
have left no ethnic group as a dominant
majority. Such cultural mixtures are not without

their frictions, but it is absurd to paint us as
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total exports to the United States than the rest of

Canada, and the relative value of interprovincial

trade is about a third again as high as it is for the -
rest of the country. Twenty years ago, the
Canada West Foundation asked Western
Canadians if they agreed with the statement that
“The West gets so little benefit from Canada
that we might as well go it on our own” and
about 80 percent of them agreed. This year, the
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The West Wants In!

Reform/Alliance is not just a bunch of angry implies a trouble-free future. I don’t want to

bumpkins who do not like Liberals and aren’t suggest that future panels of this sort will be

: too sure about francophones, although I will able to dispense with someone sitting in this
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The West Wants In!
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