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Executive Summary 

This report of the Highway 7 Corridor (Main Street Unionville-Markham Road) 

Study presents the urban design guidelines for the road right-of-way as well as the lots 

facing onto the highway. It also develops urban design principles and criteria, analyzes 

the existing problems, and provides recommendations for implementation. 

The urban design principles and criteria for an attractive street are developed 

from a literature review. They include: 

• 	 The street space should be well defined. The 1:2 to 1:4 ratio (street building 

height to street width) is appropriate for an attractive urban street. 

• 	 The street should be accessible for not only automobiles but also pedestrians and 

bicyclists. 

• 	 The street should be livable and safe for residents, shoppers, pedestrians and 

other street users. 

• 	 The street should have a complete landscape system to create shade in summer 

and allow sunshine in winter. 

• 	 The buildings and other man-made structures on the street should be well 

designed and maintained. 

• 	 The historical characteristics in the study area should be conserved. 
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There is generally sufficient ROW along the highway section to build a 

separated transitway and therefore the highway can be widened to six lanes 

including two exclusive bus lanes. 

• 	 8m setbacks are required for the development on the Highway 7 from Main 

Street Unionville to Kennedy Road. In the other areas, 


