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Abstract

This research project seeks out the underlying structural and institutionalized barriers that threaten the

development of a Facility Accessibility Design Standard (FADS) for Queen’s University, and focuses on

making positions at Queen’s and two with individuals who led the FADS development process at Brock), a
walking tour of Brock’s campus, a visioning workshop with members of the Queen’s community, and a review of
key policy documents. Ultimately, this research concludes that path dependency, a theory of historical sociology,
can accurately capture why decision-makers at Queen’s can say inclusivity is important but also possess a
reluctance to go above and beyond provincial legislation to become more accessible than is required.

A path dependent analysis shows that the process of establishing new, more inclusive culture of

A thesis submitted to the Graduate Program in Urban and Regional Planning in conformity with the requirements for the
degree of Master of Urban and Regional Planning by Rebecca K. Tan. Copyright © Rebecca Tan, 2014.



