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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background 

Tunney's Pasture is a government complex node located west of Ottawa's downtown 

Central Core area. It was built after the post war period based on a recommendation by 

Jacques Greber's Plan/or the National Capital to decentralize federal government 

functions, Similar to many federal government complexes built after"the post war period, 

Tunney's Pasture embodies a feeling of "dreary modernism," (Phillips 1998, B4). Its 

built form consists of scattered high-rise and low-mid rise buildings. The subject site of 

this report is the Atomic Energy and the former Eldorado sites (see Figure A). Atomic 

Energy of Canada Limited (AECL) owns the Atomic Energy site and Public Works and 

Government Services Canada (PWGSC) owns the former Eldorado site. 

Figure A-Building Footprints 
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TUNNEY'S PASTURE 

Source: Real Estate Advisory Services, PWGSc. Framework for the Development of a 
Tunney's Pasture Investment Strategy (Draft for Discussion). Ottawa, May 1997. 
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Composite Drawings 

Figure B illustrates a low-mid rise building at the s~te, which respects the height of the 

low-mid rise office/laboratory building (Piecemeal Growth Rule). Positive open space is 

located on the south side of the building and is created by the wings of the building and 

trees (Positive Urban Space Rule). The building entrance is heidefin

and 





In Figure D, the high-rise building is located at the southeast comer of the site, respecting 

the high-rise Jeanne Mance Building (21 storeys) across Goldenrod St. This would be 

the first stage of development (Piecemeal Growth Rule). Positive open space is created 

by the wings of the buildings, trees, and a trellised walk (Positive Urban Space Rule). 

The main entrance of the high-rise 





Positive Urban Space 

• 	 Urban (open) spaces should be positive, i.e., partly enclosed to create a sense of 
comfort for users of the space; 

• 	 Each space should be surrounded by wings of buildings, fences, trees, hedges, or 
treHised walks; 

• 	 A mixture ofconiferous and deciduous trees should be planted for some enclosure on 
the site in the winter; 

• 	 Flowers or perennial flowering shrubs such as Hyacinthinas, Honeybells, or Spartan 
junipers should be planted. These require little maintenance as perennials. These are 
examples to be considered if using hedges or trellised walks in creating positive open 
space; 

Layout of Large Buildings 

• 	 Building entrances should extend beyond the building, be visible, and accessible from 
the street by pedestrians; 

• 	 Buildings should be to the north of outdoor spaces allowing the south part to be used 
for open space; 
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