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Executive Summary 

The purpose of this Master's Report is to determine whether Scarborough City Centre is a 

Transit Village. A transit village is construed as a community where dense, fine-grained mix of 

complementary uses is anchored to a transit hub within a walking distance radius (400 to 800 

metres). It is and designed with physical features that are conducive to walking, biking and 

transit riding as viable alternatives to the automobile. 

Scarborough City Centre (SCC) is located in the former City of Scarborough, on the 

eastern edge of the City of Toronto. The City Centre is approximately bounded by Highway 401 

to the north, Mc Cowan Road to the east, Ellesmere Road to the south and Brimley Road to the 

west, north of Ellesmere Road, west of McCowan Road, east of Brimley Road, and south of 

Highway 401. It is about kilometres by road fTom the Toronto Central Business District 

(CBD). 
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City Centre's Contents 

The Scarborough City Centre is a mixed-use development \vith a shopping malL 

residential, office, institutional and recreational uses. 

Table E-1 
City Centre Floor Space Distribution 

i 

I 

Tand Use IFloor Space I Percentage of Totall 
. (sq. metres) . Floor Space 

Offices I 262,322 I 40 

~H~Ol_IS~in_g~=-____~+1~2~2=5~'2~5~5__~I____~3~4~~~ 
Retail and Commercial! 169,354 I 26 i 

l!0tal  662,201 I _10_0_.._~, 

Major facilities include: 

• 	 The Shopping Centre: shopping mall with over 230 stores. 

• 	 The Scarborough Civic Centre: contains City's Municipal, Education and Health Office. 

• 	 Canada Centre: Government of Canada office. 

• 	 Albert Campbell Square: public plaza and public gathering area 

• 	 Galleria: a blue frame structure that creates a unique landmark in the city centre. 

• 	 YMCA: mainly a recreational and fitness facility but also contains a daycare centre. 

• 	 Public Transit: Scarborough Rapid Transit (currently at capacity in peak hours), TTC, 

GO, and intercity buses. 

• 	 Other facilities: Consilium, Trizec, and Bell Canada. 
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Scarborough Rapid Transit is currently operating to capacity. There is evidence of declining solo 

driving split. Transit-supportive policies are in place. 

Table E-3 
Existing Residential Development (July 2000) 

Project Project Name Area· Res. Built % 
(ha) Permitted Units Permitted 

Density Built 
(upb) 

10 & 20 i, Phase 1& 2.9 366 1,045 523 50% 1.2 1,050 
orest Mansion I (retai I) 

I I Blue Danube 0.6 278 166 145 87% 2.0 a 

17 2.6 3')~
~-' 844 1,080 128% 0.0 2,880 

(retail) 

18&21 5.1 190 963 996 

Off�</BBox [408 7.�/Artifac</BBox [408 573 534 614] /Type /Pagination /Attached [/Right] >>BDC �/T1_0 1 Tf�.141 0 Td�5 T1 
12043Built 0.3 
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Scarborough Rapid Transit is currently operating to capacity. There is evidence of declining solo 

driving spliL Transit-supportive policies are in place. 

Table E-3 

Existing Residential Development (.July 2000) 


Project Built % 
Permitted Units Units Permitted 

Density Built 
(upb) 

10 & 20 i, Phase 1& 2.9 366 \ ,045 523 50% 

II 145 

17 323 844 1,080 128% 

18&21 190 963 996 103% 

Office 
Density 

Permitted 
(FAR) 

1.2 

0.0 

1.2 

Com. 
Develo­
pment 
(m2) 

\,050 
(retail) 

o 

2,880 
(retail) 
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Recommendations 

1. 	 Additional market-based, high-density, residential development should be provided within 

walking distance of Scarborough RT or McCowan RT Stations. 

2. 	 Borough Approach to the City Hall and its intersections with Borough Drive and Ellesmere 

Road should be redesigned for pedestrian safety and a good terminating vista to highlight 

approach to civic buildings. 
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