
Planning Policies and the 
Development of Mosques in 
Toronto 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY by Maghfoor Ahmad Chaudhry 

This report examines the development of mosques in the Greater Toronto Area and 
planning policies of municipalities which regulate places of worship. The objectives of this 
report are (1) to identify patterns of mosque development and their historical evolution in 
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parking space is available for 8 persons. Almost all of the mosques share parking spaces 
with their neighbors on peak hours. 

The use of mosques is only dominant on weekly Friday prayer, whereas during the 
rest of the week daily prayers, five times a day, are attended by a very small number of 
Muslims. In the surroundings of 6 mosques, where appropriate sites are available, Muslim­
community oriented business are also found. 

Planning policies and mosque development 
Municipalities are increasing restrictions on locations of places of worship, and 

intend to locate these on arterial or minor arterial roads by keeping a minimum separation 
distance between places of worship, ranging from 230 meters to 800 meters. 8 out of 9 
municipalities view places of worship as part of residential zones, while the remaining one 
has site specific zones. 5 out of 9 municipalities permit places of worship in light industrial 
zones. 

Among the 9 surveyed municipalities, only one, the City of Etobicoke, mentioned a 
minimum lot area for places of worship, which it sets at 2,016 m2

. A maximum lot coverage 
was mentioned by three municipalities and varies between 20% to 33.3%. Minimum 
required lot frontage, which was mentioned by three municipalities, ranges from 20 meters 
to 30 meters. 4 out of 9 municipalities have height restrictions for places of worship which 
range from 8.5 meters to 20 meters, although the church spire and belfry are excluded. Two 
municipalities allow gross floor area to vary depending on whether the place of worship is 
located on an arterial road; in these two municipalities places of worship can have gross 
floor area up to 2,325 m2 if located on an arterial road, while on a road other than an 
arterial or minor arterial road the maximum gross floor area ranges between 1,393.5 m2 to 

21,400 m . 
Different municipalities have different standards for calculating parking requirements 

for a place of worship. These are related to number of seats, total gross floor area or floor 
area devoted to worship only. The City of Toronto has lowest parking requirements for 
places of worship in residential districts: it requires one parking space for 40 persons. Out 
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On the whole it can 



ABSTRACT 


Muslim population has increased significantly during the 1980s in the Greater 
Toronto 


