
OFFICE CONVERSION TO RESIDENTIAL USE PLANNING AND PROCESSES IN 
THE CITY OF TORONTO (Lynn Johannesson, recent office conversion phenomena in the city of Toronto and to 

explain the planning processes and application/approval procedures, as they differ from 

standard development applications. Based 

on the projects studied, and the information 

obtained from the City planning department, conclusions and recommendations were 

formulated for consideraton by key players. 

The main body of the report concerns four conversion projects in the City, their 

application and approval process, and a description of each project. Questions that are 

addressed include; why the conversions are taking place, how they are being done, and 

why developers are becoming interested in conversions. The approval process for 

conversions has been streamlined compared to regular developments, and the question 

of why the City planners streamlined the process is pursued. 

The City of Toronto wants to encourage the conversion of office space to 

residential use for a variety of reasons. Conversions are an excellent option for vacant 

office buildings in the dowtown core, as they reuse the buildings and create more 

residential areas. The previous options for vacant commercia.l buildings only included 

renovation and upgrades to attract new office clients, or demolition of the building and 

creation of a surface parking lot. Both of these options were once viable, but conversion 

meets the goals of the Official Plan, including maintaining activity in the core. 



Renovation and upgrades are no longer a viable option because there are many newer 

'A' class buildings available for similiar costs, as a result of overbuilding prior to the 

recession of the early 1990's. Parking lots are still an option, but the increased numbers 

of vacant buildngs, if torn down, would leave the core desolate and unattractive. 

A literature review was undertaken to obtain most of the background information 

pertaining to conversions, including where they have been done before and the planning 

bechid oonversions,.oI 
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