


populations. However, understanding the mechanisms and conditions required to 
implement a successful student-senior homesharing project in Kingston is necessary.  
 
By drawing lessons from intergenerational homesharing programs that have been 
adopted in Hamilton and Toronto, this report examines the potential viability of student-
senior homesharing in Kingston. The research is guided by the following questions: 

1. What are the current housing conditions for post-secondary students in Kingston, 
and how do these students feel about the possibility of homesharing with seniors? 

2. What conditions supported the establishment of student-senior homesharing in 
Toronto and Hamilton, and are these programs achieving their aims? 

3. What are the potential benefits, opportunities, costs, and challenges of adopting a 
student-senior homesharing program in Kingston? 

 
Using Kingston as a study case, the research was employed using a mixed-methods 
approach that drew from two primary data sources: an online survey and key informant 
interviews. The online survey captured the perspectives of Queen’s University graduate 
students on the city’s student housing market and gauged their attitudes towards 
intergenerational living. Interviews with the Kingston-based key informants captured 
attitudes towards, and need for, student-senior homesharing in Kingston. Interviews with 
key informants in Hamilton and Toronto captured the conditions of success for student-
senior homesharing in Ontario. A literature review was also



 
1. Gather additional data to establish the interest level and locations of potential 
homesharers 
While demand for student-senior homesharing was measured among graduate students, 
further data must be collected to measure the demand for student-senior homesharing 
among seniors. This further research must establish how many seniors are willing to 
homeshare, but it should also gather information about the homes that are available to 
students. If this research reveals that there are not enough interested seniors, or that all 
willing homesharers live in areas of Kingston that students are not willing to live, then 
there would be little impetus to pursue the development of a student-senior homesharing 
project in Kingston. 
 
2. Develop partnerships to support a potential homesharing program 
Developing community partnerships with local organizations that work with seniors, or 
engage in research on aging, may increase the legitimacy and viability of a student-senior 
homesharing project in Kingston. Facilitating a partnership between a homesharing 
program and interested post-



potential homesharing program for Kingston as a challenge in the Mayor’s Innovation 
Challenge could student insight on development of a potential project and provide 
potential funding to build the project.  
 
6. Test homesharing in Kingston through a one-year pilot project 
Both the Symbiosis project and the Toronto HomeShare Pilot Project arose out of one-
year pilots that tested the viability and suitability of the program within their respective 
environments. Therefore, it is recommended that a potential homesharing program for 
Kingston take a similar, one-year pilot approach to further explore its viability. A one-year 
pilot would test the success of the program, and if necessary, enable the evaluation of 
different approaches to the homesharing process. It will also create an opportunity to 
confirm or disprove the anticipated challenges, costs, benefits and opportunities 
associated with homesharing. The short nature of the pilot will allow smaller changes to 
the program to occur if needed. 
 
7. Promote program and garner public awareness of homesharing by hosting community 
events 
As revealed in both the survey responses and key informant interviews, many community 
members hold fears and misconceptions about homesharing. Ongoing events could 
provide opportunities to market the program, raise awareness about its availability, and 
soothe potential fears or debunk misconceptions about homesharing by clarifying the 
matchmaking process. Social events would also be a positive setting to highlight the 
benefits and opportunities of homesharing, and create an opportunity for seniors and 
students to engage with each other, which may also ease worries about compatibility.   
 


