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Results 
 
After assessing the built environments, cultural activities, and principles of sustainable 
waterfront development in HafenCity, the Port Lands and the plans for the Port Lands, this 
research finds that the HafenCity culture-led regeneration project cannot be compared to 
current state of the built environment in the Port Lands (see Figures Exec-3&4). However, this 
research has shown that HafenCity can provide a model for sustainable and creative waterfront 
redevelopment that the Port Lands can learn from during plan implementation. The current state 
of the Port Lands closely resembles the state of HafenCity in the late 1990’s, when a plan was 
being approved and funding was being secured. Today, in 2017, the HafenCity project has 
been deemed ‘successful’ by scholars and professionals throughout Europe and North 
America.  Thus, going forward, the Port Lands redevelopment plans put forth by Waterfront 
Toronto can be strengthened by implementing the lessons learned in HafenCity.  

 
 

 
Recommendations  
 
This report concludes by putting forward six recommendations to guide future planning within 
the Port Lands.  
	
Recommendation #1: Flexible master plan  
 
Recommendation #2: Adapt industrial buildings for creative/cultural purposes  
 
Recommendation #3: Use area branding to promote and enhance local identity 
 
Recommendation #4: Plan to retain most of the current industrial uses 
 
Recommendation #5: Reduce ‘jurisdictional gridlock’ between government agencies 
 
Recommendation #6: Public space for the public, not a heavy focus on tourism 

Figure: Exec-3: Elbphilharmonie Concert Hall. 


