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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

'n1is report is an analysis of the planning history of Rosedale. Rosedale is a residential community 

located close to downtown Toronto. 111e neighbourhood has been referred to as a garden suburb in 

planning literature by a number of leading authorities. Earlier references also speak of Rosedale in 

terms of the picturesque movement. In general, there is a sense of confusion regarding which 

planning movement influenced the development of Rosedale and this report attempts to clarify its 

ong1l1s. 

BACKGROUND HISTORY 


The area that Rosedale now occupies was laid out as a farm lot in the early 1800s by Govemor 

Simcoe as part 
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RESEARCH METHOD 


'llle research method employed was a case study analysis of Rosedale in comparison to two 

important planning movements, using a set of evaluation criteria. Both the picturesque suburb 

movement and the garden suburb movement were occurring during the time that Rosedale was 

developing into a community, TIle picturesque suburb movement 



STREETS OPEN SPACE HOUSING 

• Street type .. Provision of .. Front yard setback 
reel visual amenities 

.. Street width • Lot size .. Density 

• Street tree .. Preservation of .. House style 
open space 

.. Percentage of site .. House type 
used for streets 

.. House tenure 





1l1e results of the analysis show that Rosedale is not a pure ex,unple of a picturesque suburb eIther. 

The picturesque suburb movement occurred at the same time that Rosedale was developing in the 

mid nineteenth century. 1l1e similarities are quite obvious but there is not a direct link with the 

picturesque movement as there is with the other picturesque suburb precedents. Each of these 

precedents was designed by a landscape architect who contributed to the picturesque movement bur 

Rosedale was designed by a private individual who wished to subdivide his land to make a profit 

Regardless of the planning influences, Rosedale has managed to maintain the attributes that originall y 

made it a success and continues to be an attractive and distinctive community within Toronto. 
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