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Figure A-1. 

 

 
2. How do the genus distribution (diversity) and size class distribution (relative age) of 

sampled areas fare against standard benchmarks used for tree master planning? 

Diversity. Benchmarks for a single genus state that no one should represent over 10% or 20% 

in a given community. All samples had a proportion of maples (Acer) that exceeded the 

20% mark regardless of neighbourhood status with some other common genera exceeding 

the 10% mark. Given the modifiable areal unit problem (MAUP), such benchmarks 

should be used more as a rule of thumb with emphasis on avoiding a homogenous stand or 

row of trees than meeting a proportion requirement. 

Relative Age. The ideal size class distribution of a group of trees is based on their trunk 

diameter at breast height (DBH), which indicates the relative age of a tree stand. The DBH 

ranges from 0 cm to as large as the tree will grow. The distribution for Toronto and the 

ideal is seen in Figure A-2, showing how far the City and samples exceed or fall short of 

the ideal proportion.  








