
International Student Indebtedness in Canada

Principal Investigator: Dr. Alkim Karaagac
Department of Geography and Planning
e.karaagac@queensu.ca
Project webpage

Hello, my name is Alkim Karaagac from the Geography and Planning Department at Queen’s
University. I am working under the supervision of Dr. Dan Cohen.

I am inviting you to take part in a research study titled, International Student Indebtedness in
Canada. I would like to speak with international students in Canada, who are attending a public
university or college and who have borrowed from family, friends, a private lender, credit company to
afford their education in Canada.

The purpose of this study is to understand how international students afford education in Canada,
how being indebted impact international students’ lives in Canada, and how policy can better support
international students.

What will happen during the study?

If you agree to take part, I will interview you for one hour using Zoom. We will talk about your
borrowing experiences, how you afford international student life in Canada, and what you want in the
future. At the end of the interview there will be optional demographic questions such as your age,
gender, ethnicity. This information helps me understand certain background characteristics of the
study group. The interview will be audio recorded using Zoom to ensure I do not miss any information.
With your consent, I will use anonymized quotes from the interview in future publications.

What’s in it for me?

Risks? It is not likely that there will be any discomfort associated with the interview. However, you
might find some questions uncomfortable to answer, as we’ll be talking about your experiences and
expectations of your work/career. You can skip any questions that make you feel uncomfortable. If you
feel upset after the interview, please call Wellness Together Canada Helpline: 1-866-585-0445
(toll-free) for free and confidential support.

Benefits? It is unlikely that there will be direct benefits to you from participating in this study;
however, by better understanding international students’ experiences of indebtedness, researchers
and others may be able to reveal the challenges facing this generation in the university towns in
Canada and to
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Your identity is confidential

I will keep your identity confidential. During the interview, you will choose a pseudonym, or a name
you would like me to use for the research. Your real name will not be connected to the data in any
way. The study data will be stored on an encrypted hard drive on Queen’s University servers. Only the
&

I

mailto:e.karaagac@queensu.ca
mailto:dan.cohen@queensu.ca


mailto:chair.greb@queensu.ca

