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Lacrosse 

CBC sports broadcast lacrosse games in the popular time slot on Saturday nights 
on three occasions in September 1954. Although a popular game, lacrosse has 
never attracted a substantial television audience, and the CBC has rarely given it 
the opportunity to do so. The network taped competitions at the Canada Games 
in Halifax during the summer of 1969; the broadcasts, produced by Rick Rice and 
hosted by Tom McKee, appeared on Saturday afternoons, at varying times, 
during the autumn of that year. 

 

Lady Is A Four Letter Word 

Fri 1:00-1:30 p.m., 11 Apr-30 May 1975 

Many network television attempts at topicality suffer from the safeguards and 
standardization that fall into place and, when the program finally goes to air, it 





Producer Cook also packaged a series of half-hour compendiums, called The 
Best Of LaPierre, broadcast on Saturday evenings. 

 

Last Of The Mohicans 

Fri 8:00-8:30 p.m., 27 Sep 1957-19 Sep 1958 

Normandie Productions, the Canadian subsidiary of Television Programs of 
America, a U.S. company, produced Last Of The Mohicans and The Adventures 
of Tugboat Annie (q.v.) in Canada, with U.S. stars and directors and Canadian 
crews, equipments, and supporting actors. The CBC guaranteed air dates for the 
thirty-eight episodes, which were also syndicated to l39 stations in the U.S.A. and 
sold to networks in the U.K., Australia, France, and Central America. 

The series, also called Hawkeye And The Last Of The Mohicans, starred John 
Hart as Hawkeye, the hero of James Fenimore Cooper's novel, and Lon Chaney, 
Jr. as Chingachgook, his Mohican blood brother. Supporting players included 
George Barnes, Beryl Braithwaite, Powys Thomas, Joan Root, Lloyd Chester, 
Hugh Watson, and Don Cullen. The programs were directed by Sam Newfield 
and produced by Don McTaggart. 

 

The Late Show 

Thu 11:40-1:10 a.m., 7 Jan-27 May 1971 

 

The Lenny Breau Show 





appearances by singer Diane Dufresne. Francois Cousineau conducted the 
band. David Harriman and Al Boliska wrote the scripts, and Bill Weston was the 
executive producer. 

 

Let's Do It 

Wed 7:30-8:00 p.m., 26 Jun-11 Sep 1974 

Produced by Bob Moir for CBC sports, Let's Do It was a combination of 
instructions in physical fitness and games or sports that typically received little 
coverage on television. The eleven, half-hour segments featured Tom McKee 
and Debbie Molina. 

 

Let's Face It 

Sun 10:00-10:30 p.m., 20 Oct-29 Dec 1963 

Byron Riggan had produced a program called Let's Face It, which concerned 
issues of contemporary Quebec and was broadcast locally on Montreal station 
CBMT, when he started producton on a show of the same title, with wider ranging 
subjects, for the national network. The national version of Let's Face It, a half-
hour show still produced in Montreal, alternated with Horizon, and ran on every 
other Sunday night. It anticipated This Hour Has Seven Days as a sometimes 









spectacular cultural event, Twenty Leaks Under The Waterline. Evidently, the 
program's tone demonstrated tongue planted in cheek. 

Chich was assisted by Holly Hock, his niece and housekeeper who, in Hugh 
Garner's words, had "the hatchet-shaped visage of a retired private secretary and 
a horsetail hairdo made from a string mop" ("Planet X and Punch and Judy," 
Saturday Night [l3 March 1954]). he was aggravated by a younger character, 
Pompey, and sometimes by the human characters, first CBC weatherman Percy 
Saltzman, and then actor Larry Mann, whom Chich called Lawrence, and who 
often changed hats, accents, and voices, and played multiple parts in the short 
broadcast. 

Let's See was produced by Norman Campbell, Franz Kraemer, Norman Jewison, 
and Don Brown, with the help or script assistant Joan Hughes and, of course, 
Chich himself. 

 

Let's Sing 

THu 10:30-11:00 p.m., 25 Jul-27 Sep 1957 

The second network show to have been broadcast live from Winnipeg, Let's Sing 
was set in a different area of the world each week, and presented music of that 
region. The ten, half-hour programs featured an orchestra conducted by Eric Wild 
and the James Duncan Chorus: Norma Vadeboncoeur, Kay Brown, Peggy Ann 
Truscott, Paul Fredette, and Gordon Parker. 

 

Let's Sing Out 

Fri 5:30-6:00 p.m., 7 Oct 1966-7 Jul 1967 

Fri 5:30-6:00 p.m., 5 Jul-20 Sep 1968 (R) 

Producer Syd Banks appropriated the concept of the U.S. television show 
Hootenanny by producing Let's Sing Out with college audiences at different 
university campuses across the country. Canadian expatriate Oscar Brand 
returned to host Let's Sing Out, and many of the guest performers came from the 
U.S.: Josh White, Jr., Eric Andersen, Tom Rush, Phil Ochs. Banks had 
introduced the program on CTV in 1964, and defected with it to the public 
network two years later. (It was replaced on the private network with another 



show called Brand: New Scene, also starring Oscar Brand.) The U.S. show 
pasteurized folk music by refusing to book controversial performers. The CBC 
show appeared at the tail end of the folk music revival, when the protest in 
popular music was moving more noticeably toward rock. 

 

Let's Speak English 

Sat/Sun 12:00-12:30 p.m., 7 Oct 1961-11 Apr 1962 

Wed 11:30-12:00 noon, 7 Oct 1961-11 Apr 1962 

A series of seventy-eight half-hour lessons in English as a second language, Let's 
Speak English was produced by the CBC in association with the Metropolitan 
Education Television Association, Canadian Scene, an ethnic news service, the 
citizenship division of the Ontario Provincial Government, and the federal 
department of citizenship and immigration. The Saturday and Sunday broadcasts 
provided the main lessons, with reviews on Wednesdays. 

The course used mimicry and memory to teach the English language through 
sentences and phrases that relate to everyday occurrences, and demonstrated 
what was being said through dramatization. 

The onscreen teachers were John Wevers of the University of Toronto, Betty 
Fullerton, a high school teacher from Scarborough, and, starting with the seventh 
program, Barry Callaghan, then at the University of Toronto. 

Consultants for the series were Donald Theall and Michael Kay of the University 
of Toronto. The first four programs were produced by Peggy [Nairn] Liptrott, and 
the remainder by Rena Elmer. 

 

Let's Talk Music 

Sun 12:30-1:00 p.m., 6 May-24 Jun 1962 

Tue 6:00-6:30 p.m., 20 Jul-28 Sep 1965 

Fri 6:00-7:00 p.m., 8 Jul-16 Sep 1966 



Pianist William Stevens and CBC announcer Norman Kihl, co-hosts of this half-
hour program from Montreal, presented serious music for viewers who knew little 
about the subject. Stevens discussed different types of music, musical forms, and 
instruments with guests such as harpist Dorothy Weldon, tenor Robert Peters, 
and tympanist Louis Charbonneau, and demonstrated by playing selections from 
the classics. The program aired on the network in 1962, and continued on a local 
basis in Ontario and Quebec for several years. 

 

Life And The Land 

Sat 6:00-6:30 p.m., 2 Apr-31 Dec 1966 

Formerly titled Countrytime (q.v.), Life And The Land was both a national and 
local, thirty minute broadcast on agriculture and gardening. In the first fifteen 
minutes, the program presented items of general interest, produced in Toronto, 
Halifax, Vancouver, or Winnipeg. They included items on opportunities in 
agriculture education, and documentaries on mink ranching in Nova Scotia, the 
Empire Valley Ranch in British Columbia's Cariboo Country, the Beach Co-op 
Farm in Winnipeg, and dog control in the suburbs of Toronto. The second 
segment of the show concerned gardening, with local broadcasts, custom made 
for the different regions of the country. The experts were Earl Cox, for Ontario 
and Quebec, Gordon Warren for the Atlantic provinces, Stan Westway for the 
Prairie provinces, and Bernard Moore for the Pacific region. Larry Gosnell and 
Rena Elmer produced the series. 

 

Life In Canada Today 

Fri 5:00-5:30 p.m., 19 Mar-9 Apr 1954 

Half-hour television documentaries supplemented the schools broadcasts for 
grades five to eight on CBC radio's Trans-Canada network. Subjects included 
prospecting for uranium in Saskatchewan, ranching in Alberta, the Kitimat power 
project, and the maple sugar industry. The program was produced by Sydney 
Newman and the commentator was Thom Benson. 

 

The Little Revue 



Mon 9:30-10:00 p.m., 25 May-8 Jun 1953 

A complement to The Big Revue, this half-hour variety program was hosted by 
Monty Hall, and featured guest singers and regular dancer Alan Lund. It lasted 
two weeks and was replaced by Floor Show. 

 

Live A Borrowed Life 

Wed 8:30-9:00 p.m., 1 Jul-23 Sep 1959 

Wed 8:30-9:00 p.m., 30 Sep 1959





singer Paul Anka. Daryl Duke directed The Lively Arts, and the hosts were Henry 
Comor (l96l-62) and Harry Mannis (l962-63). 

 

Living 

Mon 7:30-8:00 p.m., 3 May 1954-27 Jun 1955 

Wed 7:30-8:00 p.m., 5 May 1954-23 Mar 1955 

Tue/Thu/Fri 7:30-8:00 p.m., 2 Jul-30 Sep 1954 

Fri 7:30-8:00 p.m., 8 Oct 1954-1 Jul 1955 

Producer Ross McLean followed the success of the daily public affairs and 
interview show, Tabloid, with another early evening broadcast, Living, with one of 



Sun 3:30



Symphony Orchestra. Many of the guest comics came from the U.S.A., including 
Jonathan Winters, Bob and Ray, and writers Jack Douglas and Harry Golden. 
Other guests included the author of Parkinson's Law, C. Northcote Parkinson, 
Canadian writer Gregory Clark, wrestlers Lord Athol Layton, Yukon Eric, 
Hardboiled Haggarty, Ricky Starr, and Gene Kiniski, and a hobo named Boxcar 
Betty. 

 

A Long View Of Canadian History 

Tue 10:30-11:00 p.m., 16/30 Jun 1959 

For this two part series on Canadian history, producer Cliff Solway filmed a five 
and a half hour discussion between two University of Toronto professors: Donald 
Creighton, of the history department, well known for his biography of Sir John A. 
Macdonald, and Paul Fox, of the department of political science, who appeared 
regularly on CBC television. The resulting two hours of film were then edited 
down into two thirty minute programs on the subject of Canadian history. In the 
discussion, Creighton expressed the positive values that he found in the struggle 
to create and build Canada. He disputed a number of theories about the 
development and character of the nation, including a frontier model more 
appropriate to the U.S.A., views of the divisive quality of the nation's treatment of 
Francophone and Anglophone cultures, and argued against the overshadowing 
of important figures in Canadian history. 

 

Looking At Art 

Fri 8:00-8:30 p.m., 27 Aug-24 Sep 1954 

Looking At Art, a thirty minute program from Vancouver, included interviews with 
artist Jack Shadbolt on the British collection at the Vancouver Art Gallery, and 
with Cliff Robinson on stage design. 

 

Look Who's Here 

Tue 10:00-10:30 p.m., 3 Jun-19 Aug 1975 

Tue 9:30-10:00 p.m., 1 Jun-14 Sep 1976 





In 1970 the show underwent a facelift, expanded its coverage to the national 
network, and expanded to ninety minutes. Actually, only CBC-owned stations 
received the full hour and a half; affiliates received the first and last half hour. With 
an increased budget, the production values increased, although the show always 
retained an exceptional modesty, partly because of Glover's own quiet and 
understated personality and partly because, after all, it was just a simple interview 
show. The production moved to larger quarters in to accommodate an audience 
of about a hundred. The show now included a musical trio fronted by pianist and 
crooner Sonny Caulfield, who had appeared on such CBLT shows as Sunday 
Morning and Islands And Princesses. They punctuated the succession of 
conversations with musical numbers. Al Boliska also joined the show on a regular 
basis for a weekly satirical look at the news. Although the show's format remained 
essentially the same, the producers tended to book fewer guests and give them 
more time over the new ninety minute program. They found problems in trying to 
book a sufficient number of guests to fill a daily slate of Glover-style interviews, 
which were not at all "in-depth," and starting November 197l, the show was cut 
back to sixty minutes. Glover's regular replacement as the show's host was Bruce 
Marsh, another CBC announcer with an equally mellifluous voice. 

For most of its history, Luncheon Date broadcast from the Four Seasons, but it 
periodically moved to different locations. The production unit annually set up for 
three weeks and the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto, and the show was 
broadcast from Expo '67 for one week during centennial year. From 197l to l973, 
Glover and a production crew taped interviews in the U.K. for later use. In July 
1973, Luncheon Date travelled to Edmonton to broadcast from the Klondike Days 
Festival, the first time the program moved outside Toronto. 

Glover estimated that he had interviewed some ll,500 guests on the radio and 
television versions of Luncheon Date, so it would be impossible to provide any 
satisfactory accounting. However, he has recorded the events that elicited the 
greatest viewer reaction, two of which involved poetry readings. On the first of 
November 1972, Terry Rowe made his first appearance on the show, and read 
some of the fluffy love poetry he had recently published in a volume called To 




