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Action is a fundamental aspect of this research process. CE-PAR is praxis-oriented, 
creative, transformative
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Other recommendations:  

Practitioners can use qualitative methods, quantitative methods, or a triangulation of 
both, but they are strongly encouraged to employ affective, critical, participatory, and creative 
methodologies and theories that run counter to the traditional practices of academic inquiry. 
We also recognize that methodologies, methods, theories, and epistemologies are inextricably 
linked and therefore influence research outcomes. 

CE-PAR projects may draw on a range of humanities, social science, and research-
creation methods/approaches as appropriate to the scope and terms of the project defined in 
consultation with the community.  The final product can be a conventional dissertation or 
thesis, a research creation project, or a combination of multiple ways of knowledge 
mobilization and research in the form of a portfolio. Similarly, the progress reports for CE-PAR 
practitioners might include: fieldnotes, early photovoice data, artistic creation, 
autoethnographic writing, essays in both academic and non-academic formats, cultural 
production, conference presentations, workshops, and community organization and/or cultural 
events. It is strongly encouraged that the outcome be shared with the community before the 
thesis or dissertation defense. 

A CE-PAR project typically begins with a preliminary consultation phase in which the 
researcher(s) works with the community to define the terms and scope of the research project. 
Formal research ethics clearance is not usually required before this consultation process begins, 
but students are advised to seek the guidance of their supervisor or the Unit Research Ethics 
Board before the consultation phase to be aware of any ethical issues that they will be facing 
during this consultation process. This may include addressing community agencies and 
partners’ own ethics procedures. As a general framework, the project proposal should report 
on the outcome of this consultation process and define the scope and terms of the proposed 
research that has been agreed to in consultation with the community. 

Students undertaking the CE-PAR project option are encouraged to include a community 
representative as an additional member of their supervisory committee.  

• Consider citing and using alternative knowledge keepers beyond or in the margins of 
academia.  

• Cultural sensitivity training is strongly encouraged when appropriate  
• Do no harm! 
• Conflict resolution methods should be established with community participants and 

followed during the research action(s), when appropriate. 
• Carefully consider how to choose the participants within the community for the 

research –I.e., avoiding coercion, considering power dynamics within the community, 
and the risks and implications of involvement. 
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Resources: 

The Community Based Research Sub-Committee at Cultural Studies provides a network of 
support. Contact Faculty Co-Chair Dr. Ayca Tomac (ayca.tomac@queensu.ca) and/or Student 
Co-Chair Darren Zanussi (darren.zanussi@queensu.ca) to become involved.   

The following resources can be useful in designing and pursuing a CEPAR project:  

TCPS 2: CORE — Tutorial  

Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (TCPS2- 2014)   
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