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SOCY 458  
LAW & IDEOLOGY 
 
COURSE LOCATION & TIME 
 

Semester: 
Credits: 

Modality: 
Pre-requisites: 

 
Class times: 

Location: 

Winter 2024 

 
 
INSTRUCTOR  
 

Professor: 
Office address: 

Office hours: 
 
 

E-mail: 
Website: 

Dr. Fiona Kay, Ph.D. 
Room D-527 Mackintosh-Corry Hall 
2 to 3 PM Tuesdays and 1 to 2 PM Thursdays (you are welcome to 
drop by during office hours – no appointment needed), or by 
appointment outside office hours. 
kayf@queensu.ca  
http://www.queensu.ca/sociology/people/faculty/fiona-kay 

 
 
ABOUT THIS COURSE  
   
D

mailto:kayf@queensu.ca
http://www.queensu.ca/sociology/people/faculty/fiona-kay
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 FORMAT 
This course is an upper-level discussion seminar.  During the first 2 weeks, I will lead things off 
by briefly providing an introduction and context to the day’s topics.  The rest of the class session 
will consist of discussion of the readings, the ideas they raise, and the application of those ideas 
to contemporary events in your lives or in the world at large. Starting in week 3, you will be 
responsible for leading a portion of the seminar by working in teams of 2-3 students and using 
the readings as a starting point for broader discussion. 
 
MATERIALS 
There is no textbook. Typically, each week has 3 readings. Materials are available at the course 
onQ site (See Course Reserves

https://sass.queensu.ca/onlineresource/topics/
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Class participation: You are expected to attend class, read assigned course material before 
class, and prepare for and participate in classroom discussions. Below is a more detailed rubric. 
But there’s nothing mysterious here—if you do the readings and participate in a thoughtful way 
week in, week out, you will do well. 
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Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 
 

Letter 
Grade Percentage Grade Point 

Equivalent 
Description 

A+ 90-100 4.3 Exceptional, outstanding, and excellent / superior 
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COURSE TIMELINE 

 
Week 1: 8 January 
Introduction 

• Vago, Steven and Steven E. Barkan. 2021.  Law and Society. Routledge. Chapter 3, “The 
Organization of Law.” (pages 61-92).  

• Conti, Joseph A. 2021. “Relational Sociology and Comparative Law.” The American 
Journal of Comparative Law 69(4): 636–63.  

 
Reminder:  Complete Week 1 survey to sign up for team-led seminars by 11:59 PM Friday 12 
January in onQ. 
 
 
Week 2: 15 January 
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Week 4: 29 January 
Law and gender: Abortion, anti-FGM/C law, and ‘marriage’ 

• Fernández, Juan J. 2021. “Women’s Civil Rights and the Worldwide Liberalization of 
Abortion on Demand and for Socio-Economic Reasons.” The Sociological Quarterly 
62(1): 87-120. 

• Meroka Mutua, Agnes, Daniel Mwanga, Susan L. Ostermann, and Jos®phine Wouango. 
2021. ñCoercion Versus Facilitation: Context and the Implementation of anti FGM/C 
Law.” Law & Society Review 55(4): 587–613.  

• Bunting, Annie, Heather Tasker, and Emily Lockhart. 2021. ñWomenôs Law making and 
Contestations of ‘Marriage’ in African Conflict Situations.” Law & Society Review 55(4): 
614–33.  

  
Reminder: Complete Week 4 anonymous check-in survey by 11:59 PM Friday 2 February in 

onQ. 
 
 
Week 5: 5 February 
Religion and law: Religious accommodation, freedom and constitution 

• Dufresne, Yannick, Anja Kilibarda, André Blais, and Alexis Bibeau. 2019. “Religiosity or 
Racism? The Bases of Opposition to Religious Accommodation in Quebec.” Nations and 
Nationalism 25(2): 673-696. 

• Richardson, James T. 2021. “The Judicialization of Religious Freedom: Variations on a 
Theme.” Social Compass 68(3): 375-391.  

• Schonthal, Benjamin. 2022. “The Case for Religious Constitutions: Comparative 
Constitutional Law among Buddhists and Other Religious Groups.” Law & Social 
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Week 11: 25 March 
International law: International Criminal Court and the United Nations 

• Shaffer, Gregory, and Terence C. Halliday. 2021. “International Law and Transnational 
Legal Orders: Permeating Boundaries and Extending Social Science Encounters.” Chicago 
Journal of International Law 22(1): 168–84. 

• Mikkel Jarle Christensen
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salutation (“Sincerely”) and your full name. In the subject heading make reference to the course 
number and topic of your message (e.g., “SOCY458, request for meeting”). When you receive a 
reply, acknowledge receipt by saying “Thank you for your help” (if a question is answered) or 
stating agreement (if a meeting time is set). These basic communication skills will be an asset to 
you in your career beyond university.  
 

 A

https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services
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4. Respect:  Academic communities of integrity value the interactive, cooperative, 
participatory nature of learning. They honor, value, and consider diverse opinions and 
ideas. 

5. Responsibility:  Academic communities of integrity rest upon foundations of personal 
accountability coupled with the willingness of individuals and groups to lead by example, 
uphold mutually agreed-upon standards, and take action when they encounter 
wrongdoing. 

6. Courage:  To develop and sustain communities of integrity, it takes more than simply 
believing in the fundamental values. Translating the values from talking points into 
action -- standing up for them in the face of pressure and adversity — requires 
determination, commitment, and courage. 
 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with and adhering to the Senate regulations 
concerning academic integrity, along with Faculty or School specific information. Departures 
from academic integrity include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, 
facilitation, forgery and falsification. Actions which contravene the regulation on academic 
integrity carry sanctions that can range from: a warning, to loss of grades on an assignment, to 
failure of a course, to requirement to withdraw from the university. 
 

 GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) TOOLS 
Using generative AI writing tools such as ChatGPT in your submitted work is not permitted in 
this class.  This type of use constitutes a Departure from Academic Integrity.  
 
Note: I think it is fine to use software or AI tools (e.g., Grammarly, Whitesmoke, LanguageTool, 
Reverso, Ginger, Hemmingway Editor, Microsoft Word, Grammar Check, ProWritingAid, 
ChatGBT) to learn how to edit and improve your writing style. That is different than asking AI to 
generate your essay. 
 
Queen’s Student Academic Success Services (SASS) offers a self-directed, online academic 
integrity module which we encourage all students to take which will help with: 

• Understanding the nature of the academic integrity departure. 
• Understanding the expectations of and role of sources in scholarly writing. 
• Integrating sources into your writing (paraphrasing, quoting, summarizing). 
• Understanding when and how to cite your sources. 
• Managing your time effectively to avoid the need for shortcuts. 
• Taking effective notes to ensure accuracy of source material and correct attribution. 

 
 

 USEFUL SUBJECT GUIDES, LIBRARIES AND WEBSITES 
 
Research Journals 
Both Stauffer library and Lederman Law libraries (also accessible via on-line through the 
Queen’s University library website) offer the opportunity to search journal articles in sociology, 
criminology, and law disciplines. The Sociology Subject Guide is a terrific starting point! (see 
course onQ folder, Helpful Resources) 
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Law Library 
You will want to venture into the Queen’s University Lederman Law Library (on Union Street). 
The library offers a wealth of books, journals, government reports, statutes and legal codes, and 
cases. The law librarians are available to help as you learn how to search legal cases and judicial 
decisions.  
 
Websites: 

• Life of the Law: http://www.lifeofthelaw.org/#&panel1-1 
• Open Global Rights: http://www.opendemocracy.net/openglobalrights 
• The Society Pages: http://thesocietypages.org/ 
• Public Criminology: http://thesocietypages.org/pubcrim/ 

 

 ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
Student Academic Success Services (The Writing Centre & Learning Strategies). SASS assists 
students of all levels and abilities to reach their academic goals and write high quality academic 
content. SASS offers a range of drop-in workshops (on topics such as writing essays, preparing 
for tests and exams, avoiding procrastination, beating writer’s block, coping with stress, public 
speaking, critical thinking, and more). Details are available at https://sass.queensu.ca/event-
calendar. 
 
SASS also offers free one-on-one appointments to students to work on academic skills—reading, 
meeting expectations, managing time, avoiding procrastination and burn-out—and writing—
from brainstorming to outlining, drafting, and editing—both online and in-person. You can 
attend for a speculative or preparatory conversation or bring pieces of completed or partially 
completed work for advice in any Queen’s course and for any assignment. Appointments can be 
booked through the SASS reservation system at http://queensu.mywconline.com.   
 

Helpful Resources (in onQ): offers a wealth of links, videos, and files to support your learning 
at Queen’s. The folder includes resources to help with: 
 

• effective notetaking 
• essay writing 
• exam study tips 
• library research and reference style 
• motivation and procrastination 

 

• organization and productivity 
• public speaking and presentations 
• grammar, style and structure 
• a video about graduate programs and 

launching your career after graduation. 
 

Take five minutes to explore this folder. So many students have told me that the resources they 
found here made a big difference to their experience at Queen’s and what comes next. 
 
 

************* 
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